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Abeokuta
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you! 
We pray that you accept our most humble obeisances and tolerate our shortcomings and our inability 

to reach your expectations or devotional requirements. 
You are the jagad-guru, spiritual master of the three worlds, because you are Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa’s pure 

devotee. You descended from the spiritual world to reclaim mankind and return them to their original 
states of purity and spirituality. Logically, we cannot go to the spiritual world without your mercy. You 
are distributing the topmost mercy, which is devotional service to Çré Kåñëa (God). 

Every second you are most interested in seeing to the welfare of mankind. We are greatly indebted to 
Your Divine Grace for giving humanity at large Kåñëa consciousness, which is Vedic culture in its original 
form. Çréla Prabhupada, you are a special soul from the spiritual world. 

You created a wonderful and esoteric institution, where mankind can learn something worthwhile 
about God, man, the purpose of life, the universe, and ultimately devotional service to God. You created 
the real United Nations, with its headquarters in Çré Mäyäpur. With your bold spiritual vision you built 
a house in which the whole world can live. 

Çréla Prabhupäda ké jaya!
Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra-ké jaya!
Çré Çré ISKCON-ké jaya! 
Begging to remain your servants life after life, 

The devotees of ISKCON Abeokuta, Nigeria, West Africa.

Adelaide
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Beloved Çréla Prabhupäda,
On this auspicious day of your appearance, please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories 

unto you, Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s senapati-bhakta!
Çréla Prabhupäda, when you first arrived in New York, who could have understood how your mere 

presence would change the course of history and the future of so many souls worldwide? Your accep-
tance of the order of your dear spiritual master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, to come to 
mleccha-deça and deliver us poor fools who have been entrapped by mäyä, is compassion that can never 
be surpassed. Such a personality, Kåñëa says, is very rare.

For us, our existence in Kåñëa consciousness is dependent solely on our being firmly situated at your 
lotus feet. You are the pure devotee of the Lord who cared to engage such unqualified persons as us in 
Kåñëa’s service. Our spiritual life rests firmly in your hands and under your shelter. There is no concept 
other than this for your dedicated followers.

Here in Adelaide, South Australia, there is no reason to exist in this arid, parched land other than to 
assist your mission in spreading Kåñëa consciousness to the souls in this part of the world. We have 
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seen how by meditating on and surrendering to your desires we can, by your mercy, achieve things far 
beyond our imagination. 

Last year, Çréla Prabhupäda, we mentioned to you our struggles and the plans we have for your ISKCON 
center here. We told you of the goals we wanted to reach before your next Vyäsa-püjä. We knew we 
were trying “to shoot the rhinoceros,” since our plans and desires are big but our knowledge and ability 
small. The success that has already come is only by the mercy you have bestowed upon the devotees 
here, who desire to assist you in your preaching mission.

We have raised over a third of the donations required to secure this building for Your Divine Grace. Plans 
are underway for the construction of a new temple building that will allow over five hundred devotees 
to take shelter of your mercy while worshiping Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyäma. The fire-proofing is underway, and 
the new kitchen should be finished within a year. The inspiration that comes, in the form of donations, 
only manifests by your mercy and compassion.

A wise person once said to us that “Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s saìkértana movement is ongoing and un-
stoppable. Just don’t get in its way. Become an asset and not a hindrance.” This ISKCON society is the 
direct mercy of Lord Caitanya and His pure devotee, Your Divine Grace. We offer ourselves for service 
to be used in the juggernaut that is the saìkértana movement. You have changed our lives and the his-
tory of our existence forever. We shall never be able to repay this debt and are eternally grateful to you, 
Çréla Prabhupäda, for your kindness.

Your servants at the ISKCON temple in Adelaide, Australia.

Ahmedabad
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept my millions of humble obeisances. All glories to you, my eternal spiritual master, who 
did not waste a single moment of life but used every moment for executing and spreading Lord Kåñëa’s, 
Lord Caitanya’s, and your spiritual master’s message.

First you understood from your father, Çré Gour Mohan De, the basics of Kåñëa consciousness. Live an 
honest and simple life and serve Kåñëa every day. He was always kind and respectful to saintly persons. 
This attitude toward sädhus is one of the most important qualities you learned from him, one that led 
you to ultimately meet your spiritual master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura.

The following purports, written by you in the very beginning of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, explain the 
qualifications someone must have to learn the essence of transcendental knowledge and then transmit 
it. They also explains the meaning of Vyäsa-püjä in the simplest and most authentic way.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.1.5

 ta ekadä tu munayaù   prätar huta-hutägnayaù
 sat-kåtaà sütam äsénaà   papracchur idam ädarät

One day, after finishing their morning duties by burning a sacrificial fire and offering a seat of 
esteem to Çréla Süta Gosvämé, the great sages made inquiries, with great respect, about the fol-
lowing matters.

[Purport] Morning is the best time to hold spiritual services. The great sages offered the speaker of 
the Bhägavatam an elevated seat of respect called the vyäsäsana, or the seat of Çré Vyäsadeva. Çré 
Vyäsadeva is the original spiritual preceptor for all men. And all other preceptors are considered to be 
his representatives. A representative is one who can exactly present the viewpoint of Çré Vyäsadeva. 
Çré Vyäsadeva impregnated the message of Bhägavatam unto Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé, and Çré Süta 
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Gosvämé heard it from him (Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé). All bona fide representatives of Çré Vyäsadeva 
in the chain of disciplic succession are to be understood to be gosvämés. These gosvämés restrain all 
their senses, and they stick to the path made by the previous äcäryas. The gosvämés do not deliver 
lectures on the Bhägavatam capriciously. Rather, they execute their services most carefully, follow-
ing their predecessors who delivered the spiritual message unbroken to them.
Those who listen to the Bhägavatam may put questions to the speaker in order to elicit the clear 
meaning, but this should not be done in a challenging spirit. One must submit questions with 
a great regard for the speaker and the subject matter. This is also the way recommended in 
Bhagavad-gétä. One must learn the transcendental subject by submissive aural reception from the 
right sources. Therefore these sages addressed the speaker Süta Gosvämé with great respect.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.1.6

åñaya ücuù
 tvayä khalu puräëäni   setihäsäni cänagha
 äkhyätäny apy adhétäni   dharma-çästräëi yäny uta

The sages said: Respected Süta Gosvämé, you are completely free from all vice. You are well 
versed in all the scriptures famous for religious life, and in the Puräëas and the histories as well, 
for you have gone through them under proper guidance and have also explained them.

[Purport] A gosvämé, or the bona fide representative of Çré Vyäsadeva, must be free from all kinds 
of vices. The four major vices of Kali-yuga are (1) illicit connection with women, (2) animal slaugh-
ter, (3) intoxication, (4) speculative gambling of all sorts. A gosvämé must be free from all these 
vices before he can dare sit on the vyäsäsana. No one should be allowed to sit on the vyäsäsana 
who is not spotless in character and who is not freed from the above-mentioned vices. He not 
only should be freed from all such vices, but must also be well versed in all revealed scriptures 
or in the Vedas. The Puräëas are also parts of the Vedas. And histories like the Mahäbhärata or 
Rämäyaëa are also parts of the Vedas. The äcärya or the gosvämé must be well acquainted with 
all these literatures. To hear and explain them is more important than reading them. One can 
assimilate the knowledge of the revealed scriptures only by hearing and explaining. Hearing 
is called çravaëa, and explaining is called kértana. The two processes of çravaëa and kértana 
are of primary importance to progressive spiritual life. Only one who has properly grasped the 
transcendental knowledge from the right source by submissive hearing can properly explain 
the subject.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.1.7

 yäni veda-vidäà çreñöho   bhagavän bädaräyaëaù
 anye ca munayaù süta   parävara-vido viduù

Being the eldest learned Vedäntist, O Süta Gosvämé, you are acquainted with the knowledge 
of Vyäsadeva, who is the incarnation of Godhead, and you also know other sages who are fully 
versed in all kinds of physical and metaphysical knowledge.

[Purport] Çrémad-Bhägavatam is a natural commentation on the Brahma-sütra, or the Bädaräyaëi 
Vedänta-sütras. It is called natural because Vyäsadeva is the author of both the Vedänta-sütras and 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, or the essence of all Vedic literatures. Besides Vyäsadeva, there are other 
sages who are the authors of six different philosophical systems, namely Gautama, Kaëäda, Kapila, 
Pataïjali, Jaimini, and Añöävakra. Theism is explained completely in the Vedänta-sütra, whereas 
in other systems of philosophical speculations, practically no mention is given to the ultimate 
cause of all causes. One can sit on the vyäsäsana only after being conversant in all systems of 
philosophy so that one can present fully the theistic views of the Bhägavatam in defiance of  
all other systems. Çréla Süta Gosvämé was the proper teacher, and therefore the sages at  
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Naimiñäraëya elevated him to the vyäsäsana. Çréla Vyäsadeva is designated herein as the Per-
sonality of Godhead because he is the authorized empowered incarnation.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.1.8

 vettha tvaà saumya tat sarvaà   tattvatas tad-anugrahät
 brüyuù snigdhasya çiñyasya   guravo guhyam apy uta

And because you are submissive, your spiritual masters have endowed you with all the favors 
bestowed upon a gentle disciple. Therefore you can tell us all that you have scientifically learned 
from them.

[Purport] The secret of success in spiritual life is in satisfying the spiritual master and thereby 
getting his sincere blessings. Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura has sung in his famous eight 
stanzas on the spiritual master as follows: “I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet 
of my spiritual master. Only by his satisfaction can one please the Personality of Godhead, and 
when he is dissatisfied there is only havoc on the path of spiritual realization.” It is essential, 
therefore, that a disciple be very much obedient and submissive to the bona fide spiritual master. 
Çréla Süta Gosvämé fulfilled all these qualifications as a disciple, and therefore he was endowed 
with all favors by his learned and self-realized spiritual masters, such as Çréla Vyäsadeva and oth-
ers. The sages of Naimiñäraëya were confident that Çréla Süta Gosvämé was bona fide. Therefore 
they were anxious to hear from him.

From the above purports, five points emerge as the essence of a bona fide spiritual master: (1) He 
is fully sense-controlled, free from the four Kali-yuga vices of meat-eating, intoxication, illicit sex, and 
gambling. In fact, he should be spotless in character. (2) He must be a transparent representative of 
an unbroken chain of disciplic succession of bona fide pure-devotee spiritual masters beginning from 
Vyäsadeva himself, who is an incarnation of Godhead for transmitting transcendental knowledge. (3) He 
must have satisfied his spiritual masters by obedience and submissiveness. (4) He must be well versed 
in all the Vedic literatures, such as the Bhagavad-gétä, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, and Vedänta-sütras, and he 
also must know the five deviant philosophies that oppose the Absolute Truth, so that he can defeat 
them by sound logic and argument based on the scriptures. (5) By being humble and sincere, he must 
be a good disciple, thus inspiring all the self-realized teachers—Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, 
Çréla Vyäsadeva, and others—to bestow their benedictions on him so that he can become a bona fide 
spiritual master. Çréla Prabhupäda, you embodied all these qualities mentioned in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. 
That is why you were successful in establishing the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

The whole world is wondering why you were chosen to carry out the most confidential order of Lord 
Caitanya—påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma/ sarvatra pracära haibe mora näma. To carry out such a 
big task as spreading the holy name to every town and village on the earth, one would normally need a 
whole army, the patronage of king, and a big budget. But you, Çréla Prabhupäda, did it alone. You were 
ordained to do it alone. You alone had the power of an army, for you were Lord Caitanya’s senapati-bhakta. 
You alone had the patronage of the supreme king of all—éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù. And you alone had 
an unlimited budget: the instructions of your spiritual master, and the holy name of Kåñëa, which is the 
wealth of Goloka—golokera prema-dhana, hari-näma-saìkértana.

You embodied all the qualities the sages said that Süta Gosvämé had. That is why you could spread 
the message of the Bhägavatam just as Süta Gosvämé could. It is said that Vyäsadeva and other sages, 
such as Çukadeva Gosvämé and Närada Muni, all blessed Süta se he could carry out his mission. In the 
same way, you were blessed by the whole paramparä to bless the world.

You had no material reason for visiting countries like the USA or England, since you had no attraction for 
their glamorous material progress. You simply went there to spread the glories of Çrémad-Bhägavatam.

Unfortunately, even though I was born in a good brähmaëas family in India, I was lost in the dark world 
of sense gratification and went to the USA to enjoy more and more, engaging in more and more sinful 
life. You rescued me. Therefore I feel that you came to deliver me, just as Çré Rämänanda Räya felt that 
Lord Caitanya had come to deliver him and said to the Lord: 
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 ämä nistärite tomära ihäì ägamana
 parama-dayälu tumi patita-pävana

You have come here specifically to deliver me. You are so merciful that You alone can deliver 
all fallen souls.

 mahänta-svabhäva ei tärite pämara
 nija kärya nähi tabu yäna tära ghara

It is the general practice of all saintly people to deliver the fallen. Therefore they go to people’s 
houses, although they have no personal business there.

 mahad-vicalanaà nèëäà   gåhiëäà déna-cetasäm
 niùçreyasäya bhagavan   nänyathä kalpate kvacit

[Nanda Mahäräja said to Garga Muni:] “My dear Lord, sometimes great saintly persons go to the 
homes of householders, although these householders are generally low-minded. When a saintly 
person visits their homes, one can understand that it is for no other purpose than to benefit the 
householders.” [Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 8.38–40] 

In 1976, when you were already a world famous äcärya, you came to Ahmedabad and went out with 
me to look for a house to rent for a new ISKCON center. You spent two hours with me, driving around 
to all kinds of areas. We went to five different places. You never felt any work as small or big, and you 
never saw any person as big or small in devotional service. Now, after forty years, I simply wonder how 
merciful you were to do such small work for your humble servants.

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Lord, yet He performed the pastimes of a devotee. So what-
ever He did, the same thing was done by His pure devotees. You did all the things Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja 
describes Lord Caitanya doing on His preaching tour (Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 25.264–68]

 jéva nistärite prabhu bhramilä deçe-deçe
 äpane äsvädi’ bhakti karilä prakäçe

To deliver all fallen souls, the Lord traveled from country to country. He personally tasted the 
transcendental pleasure of devotional service, and He simultaneously spread the cult of devo-
tion everywhere.

 kåñëa-tattva, bhakti-tattva, prema-tattva sära
 bhäva-tattva, rasa-tattva, lélä-tattva ära

Kåñëa consciousness means understanding the truth of Kåñëa, the truth of devotional service, 
the truth of love of Godhead, the truth of emotional ecstasy, the truth of transcendental mellows 
and the truth of the pastimes of the Lord.

 çré-bhägavata-tattva-rasa karilä pracäre
 kåñëa-tulya bhägavata, jänäilä saàsäre

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has personally preached the transcendental truths and mellows of 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Çrémad-Bhägavatam and the Supreme Personality of Godhead are identical, 
for Çrémad-Bhägavatam is the sound incarnation of Çré Kåñëa.

 bhakta lägi’ vistärilä äpana-vadane
 kähäì bhakta-mukhe kahäi çunilä äpane

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu broadcast the purport of Çrémad-Bhägavatam. He sometimes spoke 
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for the benefit of His devotees and sometimes empowered one of His devotees to speak while 
He listened.

 çré-caitanya-sama ära kåpälu vadänya
 bhakta-vatsala nä dekhi trijagate anya

All sane men within these three worlds certainly accept the conclusion that no one is more merciful 
and magnanimous than Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and that no one is as kind to his devotees. 

Our words have no power to describe your glories. Simply by hearing these nectarean words of Kåñëadäsa 
Kaviräja, we can understand your glories. Just as Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu was the most merciful Lord, 
you are His most merciful devotee, and the Lord has empowered you to preach as He did.

We are ever grateful to you for taking the trouble to save the world, and especially for saving us. On 
this most auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä, we beg you again and again to keep us at your lotus feet 
life after life, wherever you are and wherever you go. We beg to remain forever your eternal servants. 

Your followers at ISKCON Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India.

(written by Yaçomaté-nandana Däsa) 

Amravati
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
When I asked all the devotees in ISKCON Amravati to share their realizations about you, one devotee 

said you are just like the sun. By giving heat and light, the sun purifies and gives life to all living entities 
in the world. In same way, by giving the heat of chastisement to your disciples (which we have come 
to know about by reading biographies of you and hearing from your disciples) and giving the light of 
knowledge through your books, you are also purifying and giving life to all.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please bless all of us at ISKCON Amravati so that we will develop love for 
reading your books. Let us get both light and heat from you, which will purify us and make us eligible 
to serve Their Lordships Çré Çré Rukmiëé-Dvärakädhéça.

Also, Çréla Prabhupäda, please forgive us for failing to fulfill our oath to distribute five thousand 
Bhagavad-gétäs in the last marathon. We were able to distribute only 1,500.  Please bestow your mercy 
upon us so that we will be spiritually stronger and thus able to distribute more of your books. 

Once again, thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda. 

 You faithful servants in Amravati, India.
 

(written by Abhinanda Däsa)
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 Amsterdam
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,
You are full of grace,
Distributing Lord Caitanya’s mercy
To the entire human race.

Never deviating from the path of bhakti,
You taught by your example:
Worship Rädhä Kåñëa;
Treat your body as a temple.

Always chanting Hare Kåñëa,
Moving constantly from place to place,
Giving your message universal,
You we humbly follow, Your Divine Grace.

Please take us to Goloka;
We have no business here.
Your smile is oceanic
And we have no cause for fear.

We surrender at your lotus feet;
There is no other shelter.
Mäyä’s spell has been broken;
Now she runs helter skelter.

We meekly pray that you remember us
As we remember you.
We are weak and you are strong.
You know what we must do.

Chant and dance and feast—
There’s no other philosophy, so transcendental.
We simply must apply ourselves—
No need for being mental.

Your behavior is exemplary;
You are a real äcärya.
We follow in your footsteps;
There’s no other process higher.

Please protect us from Mäyä,
Who is constantly attacking.

Please strengthen our resolve
And provide what we’re lacking.

Your ISKCON movement
Will last ten thousand years.
Please bless us with conviction
To overcome our fears.

How powerful is your message:
Develop love of God,
Receive unstoppable mercy from
Gaura-Nitäi, the lightning rod.

Hard as a thunderbolt,
Soft as a rose.
Your instructions resonate,
Your reputation grows.

Lord Jesus Christ spoke strongly
To turn the other cheek.
Çréla Prabhupäda, you sing sweetly
Of Kåñëa, whom we all seek.

The mahä-mantra delivers
Mankind from skin disease.
The formula is simple:
Rädhä-Kåñëa are whom to please.

Your books are the basis
To make our lives complete.
We aspire to take shelter
At your holy lotus feet.

Your humble servants at ISKCON Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands.

(written by Dhanaïjaya Däsa and Bäla Gopäla 
Devé Däsé)
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Aravade
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
The past year has been a year of great development here in Aravade. Your divine potency has mani-

fested into the most beautiful temple of their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäla. The manifestation of Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Gopäla and yourself in your mürti form is having a profound and powerful impact on our minds 
and hearts, and we are realizing more and more the deep meaning of the words

cakhu-dän dilo yei,   janme janme prabhu sei,
divya-jïäna håde prokäçito

Through you wonderful disciples you are manifesting the spiritual world right in front of our eyes. A feeling of 
confidence runs through us and assures us that we can also become purified and again walk with you in the 
spiritual world and again be engaged in devotional service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Oh Prabhupäda, you are always with us, and on occasions like the temple opening we feel a new and 
strong enthusiasm to become Kåñëa conscious.

The temple opening was a miracle in itself. So many arrangements had to be made and so many devotees 
had to come together to care for the thousands of guests who came to welcome Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäla.

 prakåteù kriyamäëäni   guëaiù karmäëi sarvaçaù
 ahaìkära-vimüòhätmä   kartäham iti manyate

During the festival it became very clear to us that your Kåñëa made this His divine intervention. Every-
thing worked and everyone was happy. A task which was simply impossible for mere mortals like us but 
possible with the divine touch of Kåñëa was accomplished, and everything came out marvelous.

This was the reality of the opening festival of Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäla’s mandira in Aravade. 
Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for showing us the magic of the spiritual world.
We are now trying our very best to spread the mercy of Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäla far and wide, to every 

town and village in this part of India. We want to connect everyone with our Rädhä-Gopäla so that they 
can also experience the deep love and peace that Kåñëa consciousness is. We are longing to bring them 
out of the ocean of birth and death and give them a chance to live in complete fearlessness and joy.

We are trying to increase the unity among ourselves and to conduct as many programs as possible. 
We have also increased he book distribution.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please stay with us despite our lack of purity and qualifications. Please con-
tinue to help us move forward on the spiritual path. Please unify us and keep us connected with your 
Kåñëa forever.

On this, your most auspicious 113th Vyäsa-püjä day, we, the Aravade bhaktas, fall in the dust of your 
lotus feet and thank you from the innermost core of our hearts.

We take shelter at your lotus feet.
You are the savior of the most fallen.
Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya! 

Your servants in Aravade, India.
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Baltimore
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble and prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories 

to Your Divine Grace!
To remember and glorify a pure devotee such as Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your 

divine appearance is our privilege as stewards of your legacy. Today we, the devotees of New Kuléna-
gräma, take this special opportunity to humbly fall down at your lotus feet and pray: 

 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

We were born in the darkness of ignorance and you so kindly opened our eyes with the torchlight of pure 
knowledge. We offer our most respectful obeisances unto you. Please accept this meager Vyäsa-püjä 
offering from your grandchildren.

Being neophytes in all aspects of our devotional services, including Deity worship, we commit many 
offenses every day, but we still find Their Lordships Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä-devé 
smiling, what to speak of the munificent and most merciful personalities Çré Çré Nitäi-Gaurasundara, who 
do not consider our offenses but rather shower us with Their merciful glances. We are sure that you 
constantly ask Their Lordships to forgive your grandchildren, whom you love so much for continuing to 
carry out your life’s mission to preach in every town and village.

Although we have only a few devotees living in the temple, by your mercy we have a growing number 
of active devotees in our congregation. Currently we have been passing through difficult times, and we 
are trying to maintain your temple as best as we can. We depend on the Supreme Lord’s mercy and your 
mercy to meet the challenges of our difficult situation. We are confident that your temple will go on by 
your grace and compassion, provided we follow your divine instructions rigidly. 

Your instructions are like a shining beacon for us, and without your causeless mercy we would never 
be able to obtain the very precious and rare gem of Kåñëa consciousness. You taught us how to become 
and remain Kåñëa conscious through chanting and serving the holy names of the Supreme Lord. Your 
firm faith and conviction (su-dåòha niçcaya) in the purity and power of holy name of Lord Kåñëa has 
changed many of the lowest among humankind into the best examples of practicing Vaiñëavas—from 
narädhamas to narottamas. Through the instructions in your books you have tremendous power to 
instill faith in faithless people. We can see the effect of your mercy on common people who were lost in 
materialistic sinful life but are now becoming devotees because they encountered your books or read 
your pastimes. Your ISKCON movement is a great benediction for everyone, and it provides protection 
for those who sincerely accept the shelter of your lotus feet.

Whatever we can hope to know of your pure devotional service can only be received by us from your 
disciples who are fully surrendered to following your instructions. This is our sustaining power, which 
gives us a ray of hope in this age of quarrel and hypocrisy. Not long ago, back on July 7, 1976, when you 
were shown the photo of Çré Çré Nitäi-Gaurasundara, your mind became a throne for Their Lordships. 
You wanted to visit the Baltimore temple right away, and when you came you transferred Their Lord-
ships from your heart into the temple. You mercifully gave very simple instructions to your disciples: 
to chant “Nitäi-Gauräìga, Nitäi-Gauräìga, Jaya Çacénandana, Gaurahari!”, dance in front of Them, and 
serve Them nicely. Just by chanting in this way, you promised, the devotees would go back to Godhead. 
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None of those senior disciples are here now, but the instructions are still there for all of us to take to our 
hearts as our life and soul. We inherited that mercy. We owe you so much, and we can never repay your 
kindness toward us. We hope our tiny efforts for spreading your mission and following your instructions 
will satisfy you and make you happy.

Please bestow upon us the desire to continue serving in your mission and the power to sincerely chant 
the holy names of the Lord. In this way we may strive to repay you for the unlimited mercy you have 
bestowed upon us. We request you to please pray to Lord Kåñëa for our protection from Mäyä’s attrac-
tion, and please keep us safely and eternally at the dust of your lotus feet

Your humble servants at New Kuléna-gräma, ISKCON of Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

(written by Jaya Gaurasundara Däsa)

Bandar Lampung 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!
All glories to Çré Çré Guru and Gauräìga!

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your merciful lotus feet. On this special day I will humbly try 

to glorify you on behalf of the student-devotees at the Prahläda and Kuntédevé äçrama.
We spend our days together in the äçrama learning to follow the instructions given by your disciples 

and granddisciples. Before joining the äçrama, we knew that you had established ISKCON to provide 
shelter for souls like us who are bewildered by living mundane lives. In the äçrama the principles of the 
ISKCON movement have been taught to us so that we can participate fully in this movement and help 
to spread Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mission.

Çréla Prabhupäda, following the instructions of your disciples, Devabhäga Prabhu has often encour-
aged us to distribute your books. Even though we have only learned a little of the knowledge contained 
in your books, by your mercy we have learned how to distribute them. We pray that you will continue 
to give us mercy at every step.

Çréla Prabhupäda, to help us in your mission to educate the youth in the principles of Kåñëa conscious-
ness, His Holiness Bhakti Räghava Swami and His Grace Gaura Maëòala Bhümi Prabhu always guide 
us in our spiritual lives in the äçrama, which they have established as our place to learn about Kåñëa 
counciousness. To fulfill your wish that ISKCON introduce the varnäçrama-dharma system, they have 
taught us the principles of “simple living and high thinking” and are guiding us to develop an ambition 
to remain in a community of Vaiñëavas throughout our lives. Even though we haven’t taken up that 
lifestyle yet, by their patience and guidance they remain our inspiration. Oh Çréla Prabhupäda, please 
have mercy upon us so that we can assist them to realize your dream.

 
 mükaà karoti väcälaà   paìguà laìghayate girim
 yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande   çré guruà dina-täraëam
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Only by your mercy can we all remain inspired to follow the principles of Kåñëa conciousness. 
Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Your servants at the Prahläda and Kuntédevé äçrama in Bandar Lampung, Indonesia.

(written by Kåñëa Prema Däsa) 

Bangkok
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you! 
We are happy to attempt to honor Your Divine Grace on behalf of the people of Thailand and the city 

of Bangkok. 
According to local tradition, Bangkok is known as a city of devas. At the present time, however, it is 

famous for many other things that are all connected with sense enjoyment and material life. Now, by 
divine arrangement, we have been given the service of introducing the saìkértana movement throughout 
the city, and we pray that by your mercy the local people will take up the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa 
mantra. In this country the influence of Buddhism is very deep, and thus people have no understanding 
that God exists and that he is a person. However, we know that preaching here is very much part of your 
mission, and therefore on this auspicious day we seek your blessings: please empower us to spread this 
movement and establish a nice center for the devotees here. 

 Çréla Prabhupäda, you never personally came to Thailand, but you did give us your valuable instruc-
tions on how to preach here. You told us not to be too eager to install Deities here as the people already 
have so many deities. You asked us to give proper education to the people so that they can first under-
stand the philosophy. Following your instructions, we have kept the worship to pictures and given all 
importance to literature distribution, harinäma saìkértana, and classes in the philosophy. 

Please be kind to us and keep us steady in our service. 
Please guide us more and more and show us how we can expand our service to you. 
Praying for your mercy, 

Your insignificant servants in Bangkok, Thailand.  

Baroda
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Guror vandanam! Asmäkaà sarva-doñaù kñamadhvam!
It was hot—extremely hot (for someone who was born and raised in the cold climate of North America), 

and the price of an idli was ten paise. We made our way toward Tirupati from Hyderabad in the company 



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

101

of you and four of your sannyäsés, namely, Mahäàsa Swami, Acyutänanda Swami, Païca-draviòa Swami, 
and Akñayänanda Swami. It was a long, arduous journey over desolate terrain.

That was all forgotten when we reached that holy place. The Andhra Pradesh Minister of Endowments 
(in charge of temples who’s management had been taken over by the Andhra Pradesh government) 
personally came to receive you. Accommodations were provided in one of the best, well-maintained 
guesthouses in Tirumala (on “top of the sacred hills”), reserved for VIPs and surrounded by beautiful 
gardens.

There were a number of darçanas, visits to Lord Bälajé. You explained to us that “this is Bälajé, child 
Kåñëa.” You chanted govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi while paying fully prostrated obeisances 
to the Lord.

You lectured to a crowd of pilgrims at a spacious hall, opposite the temple entrance gate, and after-
ward, when Yadubara Prabhu left me to tend to the 16mm projector showing the newly released “Hare 
Kåñëa People” movie, you and all the other devotees went yet again for darçana. 

Later on, maybe a year later, at Hyderabad, you told a group of six ministers of the Andhra Pradesh 
government who gathered to hear you speak that “Bälajé’s money should be used for Bälajé.” In your 
public lecture at Hyderabad, you beseeched the public: “Please don’t give up your culture”.

Now thirty-five years have passed. You once remarked, “There is great hope for this Kåñëa conscious-
ness movement.” Now at Tirupati there is a grand temple of Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda and the añöa-sakhés. 
Daily hundreds, maybe even thousands, are visiting that temple, purchasing your books, taking prasädam, 
associating with devotees, and giving up their sinful activities.

Some time later I changed regions, settling here in Gujarat, where you ventured three times during 
your sannyäsa äçrama days. Your institution is flourishing here, growing day by day, and it is well known 
in the pubic eye. Here at Baroda many guests visit daily, and there are crowds on Sundays, Ekädaçés 
and festival days. Our prasädam distribution after the sandhyä ärati, in the evening times, is almost 
unmatched, both by local temples here and even by our fellow ISKCON centers. On festival days we 
distribute prasädam to more than ten thousand visitors.

However, we have a long way to go toward achieving the dream of reestablishing the Vedic culture in 
India and spreading it everywhere in the world. You aspired for no less than this.

Those aspirations live on, although you have left this world. There are many opponents of your aspi-
rations who themselves aspire for a different kind of world. You said, “They say we are crazy, and we 
say they are crazy”!

Today, on your Vyäsa-püjä day, we pray to you to continue to inspire us with enthusiasm to push on 
with the “thankless task” of spreading the name, fame, teachings, and pastimes of the Supreme Lord Çré 
Kåñëa for the benefit of all the jévas.

 satyaà çaucaà dayä kñäntis   tyägaù santoña ärjavam
 çamo damas tapaù sämyaà   titikñoparatiù çrutam

 jïänaà viraktir aiçvaryaà   çauryaà tejo balaà småtiù
 svätantryaà kauçalaà käntir   dhairyaà märdavam eva ca

 prägalbhyaà praçrayaù çélaà   saha ojo balaà bhagaù
 gämbhéryaà sthairyam ästikyaà   kértir mäno ‘nahaìkåtiù

 ete cänye ca bhagavan  nityä yatra mahä-guëäù
 prärthyä mahattvam icchadbhir   na viyanti sma karhicit

 tenähaà guëa-pätreëa   çré-niväsena sämpratam
 çocämi rahitaà lokaà   päpmanä kalinekñitam

“In Him reside (1) truthfulness, (2) cleanliness, (3) intolerance of another’s unhappiness, (4) the power to 
control anger, (5) self-satisfaction, (6) straightforwardness, (7) steadiness of mind, (8) control of the sense 
organs, (9) responsibility, (10) equality, (11) tolerance, (12) equanimity, (13) faithfulness, (14) knowledge, 
(15) absence of sense enjoyment, (16) leadership, (17) chivalry, (18) influence, (19) the power to make 
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everything possible, (20) the discharge of proper duty, (21) complete independence, (22) dexterity, (23) 
fullness of all beauty, (24) serenity, (25) kindheartedness, (26) ingenuity, (27) gentility, (28) magnanimity, 
(29) determination, (30) perfection in all knowledge, (31) proper execution, (32) possession of all objects 
of enjoyment, (33) joyfulness, (34) immovability, (35) fidelity, (36) fame, (37) worship, (38) pridelessness, 
(39) being (as the Personality of Godhead), (40) eternity, and many other transcendental qualities which 
are eternally present and never to be separated from Him. That Personality of Godhead, the reservoir 
of all goodness and beauty, Lord Çré Kåñëa, has now closed His transcendental pastimes on the face of 
the earth. In His absence the Age of Kali has spread its influence everywhere, so I am sorry to see this 
condition of existence.” (Çrémad-BhägavatamBhagavatam 1.16.26–30)

Your unworthy servants at ISKCON Baroda, India.

(written by Bäsu Ghosh Däsa)

Beed
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we are very happy to offer you this homage on your 113th Vyäsa-püjä, because 
it gives us a chance to glorify you, a pure devotee, and by doing this one gets purified.

 na tathä hy aghavän räjan   püyeta tapa-ädibhiù
 yathä kåñëärpita-präëas   tat-puruña-niñevayä

“My dear King, if a sinful person engages in the service of a bona fide devotee of the Lord and thus learns 
how to dedicate his life unto the lotus feet of Kåñëa, he can be completely purified. One cannot be puri-
fied merely by undergoing austerity, penance, brahmacarya, and the other methods of atonement I have 
previously described.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.16)

In this verse Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé declares that by serving pure devotees like you, Çréla Prabhu-
päda, one becomes completely purified. This is proved by the fact that you traveled to the West and 
transformed hippies into saints, the most elevated souls of your time. 

We cannot understand the miracle of your mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda. No one can imagine the troubles 
you had to face. Without any discrimination, you offered Kåñëa consciousness, kåñëa-prema, to everyone. 
When you undertook this critical task you faced a situation with hardly any money, but still you fulfilled 
the desire of your spiritual master. Out of your boundless compassion you faced so many difficulties to 
establish this institution and give shelter to wandering conditioned souls like us. This material world is 
an ocean of sorrows, but bravely you established the ship of ISKCON, which anyone can take shelter 
of to easily cross this ocean. The work done by you is simply the manifestation of your compassion for 
conditioned souls. No ordinary person could do such a miraculous task at such an advanced age.

Çréla Prabhupäda, by your causeless mercy you have offered the nectar of your books to everyone. 
Now your disciples and granddisciples are distributing these great books to everyone and making every-
one fortunate. Before I read your books I was always in anxiety. “Who am I? Why am I facing so many 
difficulties? What will happen to the body after death? Who is God? What is my relationship with Him?” 
These and many similar thoughts were troubling me, and I became very disappointed and sorrowful. I 
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thought, Is life just for sleeping, merry-making, and death? But by your mercy I received Çré Éçopaniñad 
and the Bhagavad-gétä, whereby you personally taught me and helped me realize the truths of life. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, the heart of anyone who reads your Lélämåta will definitely melt. One may be a very 
sinful person, but if he reads your Lélämåta his life and character will definitely change. His all sins will 
vanish and he will become purified.

You faced so many obstacles. Once after a TV program your body became partly paralyzed and you 
also suffered from jaundice, but you did not complain. The devotees requested you to take rest, but you 
continued to preach. 

Saintly persons like you can carry conditioned souls to Goloka Våndävana. 

 sadhrécéno hy ayaà loke   panthäù kñemo ’kuto-bhayaù
 suçéläù sädhavo yatra   näräyaëa-paräyaëäù 

“The path followed by pure devotees, who are well behaved and fully endowed with the best qualifica-
tions, is certainly the most auspicious path in this material world. It is free from fear, and it is authorized 
by the çästras.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.17)

Çréla Prabhupäda, the process of chanting sixteen rounds of the mahä-mantra, attending the morning 
program, and daily feasting on kåñëa-prasädam is a very easy and fast journey back home, back to God-
head. In the past many demons tried to go to the heavenly planets without performing any austerities, 
but they could not succeed. But you alone hold the ladder to Goloka on your shoulders. You taught us 
that if we strictly follow the four regulative principles, chant sixteen rounds daily, attending morning 
program, and serve Kåñëa, you would personally carry us back home, back to Godhead. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we are living only by this instruction. We have no qualifications for being delivered, 
but by your mercy we can go back home. Çréla Prabhupäda, this world is full of miseries, and day by day 
my body is becoming weaker, but in spite of this I cannot become serious in devotional service, even 
after spending so many years in ISKCON. I am anxious about whether I will be able to go back home or 
if I will have to take a material body once again.

There are many ways by which my mind flickers, but then I remember your promise and stabilize 
myself by spreading Kåñëa consciousness. Then my anxiety disappears.

Çréla Prabhupäda, on your auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day I pray to you that up to my last breath I shall 
serve you, continuously chant Lord Kåñëa’s holy name, and be engaged in the service of Çré Guru and 
Gauräìga. 

Your servants in Beed, Maharashtra, India.

(written by Çrutiparäyaëa Däsa)

Bhaktivedanta Manor
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Çréla Prabhupäda, in a book by Mülaprakåti Prabhu called Our Çréla Prabhupäda: A Friend to All, the 
author interviewed a disciple of Bhakti Kamala Madhusüdana Mahäräja. Bhakti Kamala Madhusüdana 
Maharaja, as you know, was a disciple of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura. Bhakti Kamala Madhu-
südana Mahäräja (known at the time of the incident described below as Narottamänanda Brahmacäré) 
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recounted the following indelible memory to his disciple, Çrépäda Bhakti Ujjvala Muni Mahäräja, who 
recalls his guru’s recollections as follows:

All the disciples—Bhakti Rakñaka Çrédhara Gosvämé Mahäräja, Mädhava Mahäräja, Madhusüdana 
Mahäräja (my gurudeva), Abhaya Caraëäravinda Prabhu, and many closely related devotees—
were staying there [in the Mumbai maöha on August Kranti Road] near their Prabhupäda [Çréla 
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura]. They were talking with each other about preaching. The 
question was, Who will go to the West? They already had some details about the West, yet some 
questions and answers were going on. At that time, Çréla Çrédhara Mahäräja asked Çréla Bhakti-
siddhänta Sarasvaté Prabhupäda about my Guru Mahäräja. Çréla Prabhupäda [Çréla Sarasvaté 
Öhäkura] replied, “Narottama Prabhu [the brahmacäré name of Madhusüdana Mahäräja], he 
may go. He is preaching in Bombay in English. He is expert in preaching. I confer my blessings 
if he goes.”

But my gurudeva then requested of Prabhupäda, “Please, Gurudeva, don’t order me. I can-
not agree to go there because of separation from you. I cannot tolerate it.” Due to the thought of 
separation from Prabhupäda’s saìga, Gurudeva was worried, his mind was in pain, and he was 
crying. He was a brahmacäré at that time, only twenty-seven or twenty-eight years old. He was 
worrying that if were to be ordered by Gurudeva and then could not do it, he would fall down. 
When Prabhupäda realized his heart, he said, “All right, no problem.”

Then someone raised the question again, and Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Prabhupäda himself 
suggested the name of Abhaya Babu. He very clearly said, “Abhaya Caraëäravinda, he will go. 
Certainly he will be able to do it. He is also preaching, speaking in English. So there is no problem 
that you do not go; he will go.” My gurudeva remembered that incident very clearly, how Abhaya 
Babu acknowledged that order and how, amazingly, it came to be true.

Afterwards, Swami Mahäräja went to the West and got the blessings of his Çréla Prabhupäda. 
Blessing means being given the power, the force in his heart. . . . Gurudeva told me how Swamiji 
preached all over the world by the blessings of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, with 
heart and soul. Although he went alone, encouragement for preaching in his heart was strong. 
This kind of quality of dedication is very rare.

More than thirty years later, Çréla Prabhupäda, you set out to fulfill the cherished desire of Çréla 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura. You came with the blessings of your spiritual master, and, while living at Rädhä-
Dämodara, you had also received the blessings of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé Prabhupäda and Çréla Sanätana 
Gosvämé Prabhupäda. Çrépäda Hådayänanda Bäbäjé Mahäräja, who lives very near the Rädhä-Dämodara 
temple, recalls:

Prabhupäda spread this Kåñëa consciousness by the mercy of Rüpa Gosvämé. Prabhupäda used 
to pray to Rüpa Gosvämé, “You please give me your mercy.” And then he got that mercy. I know 
this because I saw some things he did at the Rädhä-Dämodara temple. My room is still located in 
the same place as it was then, in 1964 or ’65. Many times in the middle of the night, at midnight 
or one or two in the morning, I would hear a voice crying from inside the courtyard nearby Rüpa 
Gosvämé’s samädhi-mandira. That voice was calling out and crying, but I did not know what it 
was because I was trying to take rest.

But one night, on the full moon, I heard that voice again, so I climbed up to the roof of our 
house and looked down into the Rädhä-Dämodara courtyard. I saw something very amazing. 
Çréla Prabhupäda was sweeping the courtyard of Rüpa Gosvämé’s samädhi. He was bending 
down with a small broom and, as he swept the ground by the samädhi, he was crying out, “He 
Rüpa! He Sanätana! He Gurudeva! Please give me your mercy. Without your mercy I cannot do 
anything. Give me the mercy. Give me the strength that I may fulfill your orders.” Then I realized 
that it was he who almost every night was calling out as he was sweeping like this. [Our Çréla 
Prabhupäda: A Friend to All, page 206]

In your own explanations of your success, you repeatedly referred to the commentary of Viçva- 
nätha Cakravarté Öhäkura on the verse from Bhagavad-gétä beginning vyavasäyätmikä buddhir ekeha 
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kuru-nandana (Bhagavad-gétä 2.41). This particular commentary, with its emphasis on strict adherence 
to the order of the spiritual master, had a profound effect on your heart, and it is clear that you fully 
adopted and lived its purport and were thus empowered to fulfill the desire of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda. 

After being initiated and receiving the orders of the spiritual master, the disciple should un-
hesitatingly think about the instructions or orders of the spiritual master and should not allow 
himself to be disturbed by anything else. This is also the verdict of Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté 
Öhäkura, who, while explaining a verse of Bhagavad-gétä (vyavasäyätmikä buddhir ekeha kuru-
nandana, Bg. 2.41), points out that the order of the spiritual master is the life substance of the 
disciple. The disciple should not consider whether he is going back home, back to Godhead; his 
first business should be to execute the order of his spiritual master. Thus a disciple should always 
meditate on the order of the spiritual master, and that is perfectional meditation. Not only should 
he meditate upon that order, but he should find out the means by which he can perfectly wor-
ship and execute it. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.24.15 purport; emphasis added]

When one becomes serious to follow the mission of the spiritual master, his resolution is tan-
tamount to seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As explained before, this means meeting 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the instruction of the spiritual master. This is technically 
called väëé-seva. Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura states in his Bhagavad-gétä commentary on 
the verse vyavasäyätmikä buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana (Bg. 2.41) that one should serve the words 
of the spiritual master. The disciple must stick to whatever the spiritual master orders. Simply 
by following on that line, one sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
4.28.51 purport; emphasis added]

Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura has taught very, very nicely about guru. Therefore he has 
written in Gurv-añöaka, yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù. He is example, practical example of 
guru-bhakti, Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura. He accepted his guru, Narottama däsa Öhäkura. So 
he said that “I am not interested for my salvation or going back to Godhead. I am not interested.” 
“Interested” means it may come, it may not come. “That I don’t mind. But I am interested only with 
the words of my guru.” Viçvanätha Cakravarté said. “That is my life. Whether I will be successful or 
not successful, it doesn’t matter. I must take the words of my Guru Mahäräja as my life and soul.” 
[Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, April 1976, Bombay; emphasis added]

You describe how in Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura’s final days he confirmed his original 
orders to you in a letter:

I wrote him a letter, “My dear master, your other disciples, brahmacäré, sannyäsé, they are ren-
dering you direct service. And I am a householder. I cannot live with you, I cannot serve you 
nicely. So I do not know. How can I serve you?” Simply an idea, I was thinking of serving him, 
“How can I serve him seriously?” So the reply was dated 13th December, 1936. In that letter he 
wrote, “My dear such and such, I am very glad to receive your letter. I think you should try to 
push our movement in English.” That was his writing. “And that will do good to you and to the 
people who will help you.” That was his instruction. And then in 1936, on the 31st December—
that means just after writing this letter, a fortnight before his departure—he passed away. But I 
took that order of my spiritual master very seriously. . . . If we strictly try to serve the spiritual 
master, his order, then Kåñëa will give us all facilities. That is the secret. Although there was no 
possibility, I never thought, but I took it little seriously by studying a commentary by Viçvanätha 
Cakravarté Öhäkura on the Bhagavad-gétä. In the Bhagavad-gétä the verse vyavasäyätmikä-buddhir 
ekeha kuru-nandana, in connection with that verse, Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura gives his 
commentary that we should take up the words from the spiritual master as our life and soul. We 
should try to carry out the instruction, the specific instruction of the spiritual master, very rigidly, 
without caring for our personal benefit or loss. [Disappearance Day Lecture, December 1968, Los 
Angeles; emphasis added]
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In your Vyäsa-püjä edition of Back to Godhead of 1944, you listed a few more details of the reply writ-
ten to you by Çréla Sarasvaté Öhäkura:

In the course of writing that letter, He [Çréla Sarasvaté Öhäkura] wrote the following lines amongst 
other things: “I am fully confident that you can explain in English our thoughts and arguments to 
the people who are not conversant with the languages of other members. . . . This will do much 
good to yourself as well as your audience. . . . I have every hope that you can turn yourself [into] 
a very good English preacher if you serve the mission to inculcate the novel impression to the 
people in general and philosophers of modern age and religiosity.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, sometimes we misunderstand, or have misunderstood, your unparalleled empower-
ment, authority, and vision, as well as your unique and fully conceived presentation of the philosophy 
of Kåñëa consciousness, specifically tailored to a worldwide preaching movement. Your realized vision 
and perspective about how to present Kåñëa consciousness (especially to the Western world—indeed, 
everywhere in the world!) needs to be always uppermost in the minds of your followers, particularly 
when disruptive and alien ideas are being propagated by persons either inimical to, or uncomprehend-
ing of, your unique perspective, bestowed upon you by the previous acaryas. There are many elevated 
Vaiñëavas, but clearly none have been gifted with such a universal vision of Kåñëa consciousness as you. 
The proof is that no one before or since has even come close to duplicating your feats of coming to the 
West in a penniless and friendless condition and establishing a worldwide preaching movement of un-
surpassed dynamism and effectiveness. (This does not excuse subsequent lackluster efforts or deviations 
by us, your disciples and granddisciples, but refers to the unique preaching movement created by you, 
still very much alive, active, and dynamic all over the world by the efforts of your sincere followers.)

Therefore, your opinions regarding the points of philosophical emphasis, preaching tactics, and priori-
ties of concern must be given the first and foremost position in the hearts of those purporting to be your 
followers. After all, Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the one whom Lord Caitanya and Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura, as well as the predecessor äcäryas like Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, personally empowered 
to spread Kåñëa consciousness throughout the entire world. No one else has shown such a miraculous 
ability to present the universal essence of the teachings of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and Çréla Rüpa 
Gosvämé to all countries and cultures of the world in a form which can be embraced and understood 
by all. None of your godbrothers or godnephews has even come close to such an achievement, despite 
their other many exalted qualities.

Some devotees question that since there are many branches and subbranches of Gauòéya Vaiñëavism, why 
should we make any discrimination between your presentation of Kåñëa consciousness and the presenta-
tions of other Gauòéya Vaiñëavas who are also preaching Kåñëa consciousness? Isn’t Gauòéya Vaiñëavism 
simply the teachings of Lord Caitanya and the Six Gosvämés? They argue, “Why should we quibble over 
minor differences?” Elements of truth are touched on in such questions. ISKCON devotees do risk being 
charged with fanaticism or sectarianism by being too rigid in their views, and also run the risk of making 
offenses if they are dismissive of other Vaiñëavas. At the same time, there are inherent defects in thinking 
that making discriminations about whom to listen to amongst the Gauòéya Vaiñëavas is wrong or offensive. 
In the first place, some persons claiming to represent the conclusions of the previous äcäryas only seem 
to be doing so when in fact they are presenting alien and imported ideas which are apasiddhänta (against 
the proper conclusion) or even sahajiyä (sentimental or imaginary), which either deviate from or cheapen, 
respectively, the line of thought descending from Rüpa Gosvämé down to Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
Öhäkura and you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Even when it is unclear if apasiddhänta or sahajiyä conclusions are 
being presented, certain Vaiñëavas still tend to emphasize personal spiritual advancement, rägänuga-bhakti, 
and the premature relishing of Rädhä-Kåñëa lélä. These practices deviate from the line of emphasis of the 
two Prabhupädas (Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda and you, Çréla Prabhupäda), and 
are placed in higher priority than service to the saìkértana movement. Your emphasis, your order, was 
practical service to saìkértana in the form of large-scale distribution of your translations and commentar-
ies of the Gauòéya Vaiñëava literature, harinäma-saìkértana, prasädam distribution, festivals, and opening 
centers everywhere. If the teachings of certain Vaiñëavas serve to diminish, weaken, or distract from such 
efforts, then those teachings and those Vaiñëavas actually perform a disservice to your mission, which 
strictly adheres to the line of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura and Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé.
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Therefore, we must try to enter deeply into an understanding of your mission of true compassion, and, 
with an understanding of the unique character of your mission strongly established, we will be able to 
please you. By concoction and imagination we can never be successful. You stressed again and again that 
you had given us all that we needed in your books and teachings. You also emphasized repeatedly that 
we should not change anything and simply present what we had heard from you and should execute the 
programs you had designed for us. You guaranteed that such following would lead to the perfection of 
the human form of life and that we would return back home, back to Godhead. In the following excerpt 
you clearly state your mission in your own wonderful style:

So the Gosvämés have given their principles, especially for [the] general public in the Bhakti-
rasämåta-sindhu. We have translated this book into Nectar of Devotion. So our business is . . . 
everything is there, we have to follow. And my Guru Mahäräja is described as rüpänuga-viruddha-
apasiddhänta-dhvänta-häriëe. He strictly followed the rüpänuga principle. Rüpänuga principle, 
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé directs in the Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, “You somehow or other engage people 
in Kåñëa consciousness.” Yena tena prakäreëa manaù kåñëe niveçayet, sarve vidhi-niñedhä syur 
etayor eva kiìkaräù. Just like in Europe and America, some of our friends criticize that “Swami 
Mahäräja, he is not doing this, not doing that.” We are doing everything, but our main business is 
just to induce them to Kåñëa consciousness. That is the secret. You have to induce them. Then even 
there are some discrepancies in the rules and regulations, it does not matter. Rüpa Gosvämé says, 
sarve vidhi-niñedhä syur etayor eva kiìkaräù. First of all, we must be Kåñëa conscious somehow 
or other. We must find out. It can be changed according to country, climate, and circumstances. 
But the result, we have to see by the result whether one has become Kåñëa conscious. That is 
wanted. That is wanted. Then we say that this is the rule: you don’t do this, we don’t do this. In 
the beginning we have many difficulties. Because their behavior, their culture, everything [is] 
just opposite. Just opposite. How you can expect [that] everything [is] to the right point? That 
is not possible. So we have to find out means how he becomes Kåñëa conscious. That is my first 
business. So that is the secret.

So Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Gosvämé followed strictly Rüpa Gosvämé. Just like Bhakti-
siddhänta Sarasvaté Gosvämé introduced that a sannyäsé should go for begging alms in motorcar. 
In motorcar! They should live in palatial buildings. Now if in this age if we follow that rüpänuga 
. . . Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé used to live underneath a tree, and if we say now we shall also imitate 
. . . , just like there are many bäbäjés in Våndävana, they are imitating, a small loincloth but do-
ing all nonsense. So imitation is not required. Real thing is required. How, what is the purpose of 
Gosvämé? They say that yena tena prakäreëa manaù kåñëe. Somehow or other first of all engage 
him in Kåñëa consciousness. That is my Guru Mahäräja’s gift. He first of all started that there is 
no need of going to Våndävana and imitate the Gosvämés. Live in big, big cities, in big, big palatial 
houses, but preach Kåñëa consciousness. People may understand. Give chance to the people 
how they will understand Kåñëa consciousness. . . . 

He [Çréla Sarasvaté Öhäkura] opened many centers. Similarly, in big, big cities. So we are 
doing that. And because we are following strictly the principles of Rüpa Gosvämé, rüpänuga, 
therefore it is somehow or other coming out very successful. The Kåñëa consciousness move-
ment should be pushed according to the rüpänuga principle. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, March 
1972, Calcutta]

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have given us everything, and you have given us the perfect example of how 
to follow the äcärya. The specific program and methods for preaching Kåñëa consciousness and achiev-
ing the goal of human life have been given by you. There is no necessity of additions or deletions. If we 
follow you, we will have no problems, and we can also become fearless at the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu by your mercy. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants at Bhaktivedanta Manor, UK.

(written by Rüpa Viläsa Däsa)
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Boston
Our dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
We at New Guëòicä dhäma are ever grateful to be entrusted with carrying on your mission here. It was 

here in Boston, at Commonwealth Pier, that you first landed in the U.S., on September 17th, 1965. As we 
look out at that pier, where you first blessed this country with the dust of your lotus feet, we remember 
the poem you wrote upon your arrival, entitled “Märkine Bhägavata-dharma,” and we are simultaneously 
humbled and inspired. Some of the verses you wrote on board the ship that day are as follows:

My dear Lord Kåñëa, You are so kind upon this useless soul, but I do not know why You have 
brought me here. Now You can do whatever You like with me. . . .

O Lord, I am just like a puppet in Your hands. So if You have brought me here to dance, then 
make me dance, make me dance, O Lord, make me dance as You like. . . .

I have no devotion, nor do I have any knowledge, but I have strong faith in the holy name 
of Kåñëa. I have been designated as Bhaktivedanta, and now, if You like, You can fulfill the real 
purport of Bhaktivedanta.

(Signed—the most unfortunate, insignificant beggar, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, on board the 
ship Jaladuta, Commonwealth Pier, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. Dated 18th September 1965)

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, what devotion to Kåñëa or knowledge of Him do we have? What do we have 
of value in this world? We have only your mercy and our faith in Your Divine Grace. In truth, our faith 
in you is all we are made of. 

We feel your presence and your care for us every day, and we know that you are watching over and 
guiding us. A child gains strength from the love of the father and mother. Similarly, despite our shortcom-
ings and all that Mäyä throws at us, we remain strong in your love for us. 

The lasting legacy of your love carries on in the books you have written. You said that you put the 
best of yourself in your books. Please help us understand the purport of your books and chant Kåñëa’s 
names with attention. Thus we can become ambassadors of Lord Caitanya’s movement and make your 
temple a beacon of knowledge within the city of Boston. 

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please help us see ourselves the way you see us. Please help us envision 
our potential the way you envision it. Please help us chalk out the preaching for the Boston yäträ the 
way you chalked it out: boldly, resourcefully, with purity, with enthusiasm, and with ingenuity. Please 
help us maintain the integrity of the Vaiñëava lineage you have entrusted to us. 

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please help us acquire humility so that we may steadily strive to always 
be situated in your transcendental service and association. 

Begging to be your humble servants, we remain
 
Your devotees in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 

(written by Saìkértana Däsé)

Brahmapur
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
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 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
By your mercy, at present we are building a satsaìga bhavän, where more people can sit properly 

to hear Kåñëa’s original message as it is, as per your guidelines, and where more of your books can be 
distributed. The remaining work on the äçrama and our other projects is, slowly but surely, progressing 
well. We are trying our best to complete the boundary wall and main gate before the end of this year.

We made our morning program very strict to enable our brahmacärés to complete at least sixteen 
rounds of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra before seven in the morning every day. Then they can go out 
with enthusiasm to distribute more books.

The devotees of ISKCON Brahmapur, India.

Brampton/Mississauga
Our glorious father Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our unlimited daëòavats at your lotus feet. All glories to your divine personality!

Çukadeva Gosvämé said: Then, O King, religion, truthfulness, cleanliness, tolerance, mercy, dura-
tion of life, physical strength, and memory will all diminish day by day because of the powerful 
influence of the Age of Kali. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 12.2.1] 

This is just the first of many verses describing the qualities of Kali-yuga. As each day passes, we are 
able to see more and more of the different symptoms of this Age of Kali. But in a world being overrun 
by corruption, deceit, godlessness, and unhappiness, you, Çréla Prabhupäda, have left behind a legacy 
of spirituality, honesty, hope, and happiness.

In 1922 your spiritual master instructed you “to preach Kåñëa consciousness to the English-speaking 
world.” Taking this instruction as your life and soul, you accepted many hardships by coming to the West, 
writing so many books for our benefit, opening temples and preaching centers, spreading the saìkértana 
movement, and giving us the best opportunity to live life on the spiritual platform. The philosophy you 
brought is the remedy for this advancing Age of Kali, for it shows us our real, eternal position as servants 
of God. This realization allows us to rise above the material platform and be truly happy.

You are the model of compassion, for you have taught fallen souls like us the way back to Godhead. You 
are a mahä-bhägavata who have given us directions how to go back to our Supreme Father. Only with your 
blessings and your teachings do we have the opportunity to be a part of Lord Caitanya’s movement.

Just as you took your Guru Mahäräja’s instructions as your very life and soul, we pray that we are 
able to take your instructions as ours. Spreading Kåñëa consciousness was your topmost priority, and 
we pray that at ISKCON Brampton-Mississauga we are able to continue with your mission. You built a 
house in which the whole world can live, and now, in your honor, it is our duty to make sure that all 
the rooms are filled. It is not simply being Kåñëa conscious but spreading Kåñëa consciousness that will 
please you, and make our lives successful.

As we work in this material world, performing our daily duties, we beg you, Çréla Prabhupäda, to remain 
with us in our homes, in our lives, and in our prayers. Please hear our prayer on this auspicious occasion 
of your appearance day. We humbly pray, with straws between our teeth, for your blessings so that we 
can assist you in fulfilling the mission of Lord Caitanya. Thank you for the greatest benediction, which 
is the opportunity to render service within ISKCON. Hare Kåñëa.

Your eternally indebted servants at ISKCON Brampton/Mississauga, Canada.
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Cakra Lutotin
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
You mercifully appeared in this world to do what no one had ever done before you and no one will ever 

do afterwards (because you have already done it): spread the mercy of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu 
all over this planet. Although some persons tried to put themselves above you after you had departed, 
your sun still shines and gives guidance to millions. We, your insignificant servants here in Moravia, want 
to be among those millions. We never met you physically, but we can meet some of your disciples, who 
sincerely try to present your teachings to others. 

You came to us in the form of your books and your devotees. This is our great fortune. We can read 
the books you wrote and those written about you, we can hear your conversations, read your letters, 
watch the rare videos with scenes from your life of preaching, and in this way we can be inspired to sur-
render our lives to your mission. We can do this only by surrendering to your representatives and thus 
maintaining the principle of guru-paramparä, which you stress so much throughout all your books. 

You gave us a complete process for attaining the goal, which is to become Kåñëa conscious and spread 
Kåñëa consciousness everywhere. You taught the message of Lord Caitanya, and you gave us all we need 
to spread it further in this world. We have to act now, to continue to practice and to spread what you 
have given us: pure Kåñëa consciousness without any adulteration. 

Please keep us always fixed on the track of your ISKCON—humble, submissive, with a good service 
attitude, together with all the other devotees—so that we can be a valid part of this saìkértana move-
ment of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Your servants in Cakra Lutotin, Czech Republic. 

(written by Açvahari Däsa)

Cali
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances and respect to your divine lotus feet. 
In the fight for the material existence, by the mercy of Lord Kåñëa and the spiritual master, we can 

encounter something that will make us wake up. For us, you came in the form of your books. We appre-
ciate them so much because we find comfort in our struggles in this material nature. Your books inspire 
us not to give up and fill us with true spiritual pleasure and happiness, which we can’t find out there in 
the material world. For your glorious books we glorify you, Çréla Prabhupäda. 

Because your ISKCON family is the only refuge in this world, we come together to worship you and 
Lord Kåñëa; in this way we enable ourselves and our children to understand the real value of life. 

We worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda, because like children walking hand in hand with their father, we 
walk in this world in complete trust of your teachings, which you imparted only to help us go back home 
to Kåñëa. This is the goal you taught was worth fighting for in life. 

We worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda, because every day when receive your teachings, the real mean-
ing of life becomes clear, and therefore every day we see more clearly that we should glorify you as our 
eternal guru, life after life. 

We worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda . . . 
Çréla Prabhupäda, all glories to your divine lotus feet!

Your servants in Cali, Colombia. 
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Cameroon 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our unworthy obeisances to your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Your mission here in Cameroon, on the central West African coast, has been progressing nicely for 

the past three years. Though our problems are not as serious as those in other African countries, we 
still have our difficulties, which we hope we will be able to overcome by your mercy. The devotees in 
this country are all grateful for your divine blessings, which they were fortunate to receive through your 
divine books.

With folded hands we beg Your Divine Grace to please bestow your mercy on this country so that we 
may meet many more favorable souls and attract them to Kåñëa consciousness.

Çréla Prabhupäda, your books are going everywhere in this country. We humbly pray for your bless-
ings that the books will keep going out in this way, and we also beg your mercy toward all devotees so 
that their parents will stop discouraging them from taking part in this glorious movement, which Your 
Divine Grace brought to us all.

We pray for more blissful and progressive Kåñëa consciousness here in Cameroon.

Your servants in Cameroon, Central Africa.

(written by Kuça Däsa)

Canberra
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
We, your disciples and granddisciples at the Canberra temple, bow down together at your lotus feet 

to offer you our most humble obeisances.
As stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Ädi-lélä 1.45),

 guru kåñëa-rüpa hana çästrera pramäëe
 guru-rüpe kåñëa kåpä karena bhakta-gaëe

“According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the spiritual master is nondifferent from 
Kåñëa. Lord Kåñëa in the form of the spiritual master delivers His devotees.” Indeed, you appeared in this 
material world to show us the devotional path back to Lord Kåñëa. We are most grateful to you for the 
precious gifts you have given to deliver the whole world, such as the holy name, Deity worship, temples, 
your books, your disciples, and your granddisciples. 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, the Canberra yäträ has gone through some really difficult times in recent years. 
However, it is because of your blessings in the form of your recorded instructions, your books, the holy 
names, prasädam, etc., that we are again able to make little steps in fulfilling your mission of spreading 
saìkértana movement of Lord Caitanya. 
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Çréla Prabhupäda, in addition to distributing kåñëa-prasädam to Canberra and adjoining communities 
through our Food for Life program twice a week, annual local community festivals and Sunday Feasts, 
we are also now distributing your books and preaching through our Tuesday Bhakti Våkña program and 
Saturday Sädhana and Training program. We are also trying to improve and maintain nice Deity worship 
for the pleasure of Their Lordships Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä and Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi. 
We have also built a big Tulasé house for the pleasure of Tulasé Mahäräëé. We now have profusely growing 
Tulasé plants in the glass house, enabling us to incorporate Tulasé leaves and maïjarés in garlands for the 
pleasure of their Lordships. We are also holding regular harinämas and yearly Ratha-yäträs in Canberra. 
Last year we started a Jagannätha Youth Group, and this is going quite nicely. 

These are very small steps, but we hope you are pleased with our efforts to spread your mission. We 
would like to improve these services further, and we hope you will empower us to render devotional 
service according to the very high standard you set, in a selfless manner.

Personally, I consider myself very fortunate to be able to engage in Kåñëa conscious activities. This 
would not have been possible for me or anyone else in the Western world now aspiring to be Kåñëa con-
scious without your dedicated and selfless efforts to build temples all over the world and to tirelessly 
write and print so many devotional books. Nothing could stop you from carrying out the instructions 
of your Guru Mahäräja and Lord Kåñëa. You were absolutely fearless in executing your duties. From 
doing my devotional service at this small temple, I can understand more clearly how pure and powerful 
you are. If I have so much difficulty dealing with the many problems that arise from managing this small 
temple, how enormous must have been the power you possessed to manage so many temples around 
the world! I can clearly understand that only a pure devotee empowered by the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Lord Kåñëa Himself, could have done that wonderful task. You are the perfect example of 
determination, steadiness, knowledge, and compassion. 

Thank you for the strength I have been receiving from you to overcome the difficulties in my service. 
Please forgive me and all your other disciples and granddisciples here in Canberra for our shortcom-
ings, mistakes, and offenses. We also beg you for your blessings and guidance so we can become actual 
devotees, properly following in your footsteps while spreading your love and raising Kåñëa conscious 
devotees with the same determination, dedication, and love you showed.

Your insignificant servants at Hare Krishna Ashram in Canberra, Australia.

(written by Raìganätha Däsa)

Caracas
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

My beloved Çréla Prabhupäda, I remember you with such fond appreciation. On this anniversary of 
your majestic appearance on our planet, the devotees in Caracas (the place where you personally graced 
us with a beautiful visit in February of 1975), we want to express to you our deepest feelings of affec-
tion, sincerity, and love for the beautiful gesture you made in coming here, undergoing great austerity 
to teach us of the beauty of bhakti-yoga.

We must say very frankly, Çréla Prabhupäda, that even thirty-four years after your transcendental 
visit, many of us still do not know what our true responsibilities should be to you. One thing is for sure, 
though, and that is your order for us to dedicate ourselves to the distribution of your books. Still, it gives 
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me pain to tell you, Çréla Prabhupäda, that we have not been able to fulfill this important order. Also, 
our country is an administrative disaster, and a great part of this disorder must be due to not complying 
with your blessed instruction. Some of us still remember with sadness the beautiful days of saìkértana, 
days that were glorious for our yäträ as well as for our beloved devotees, who were then considered 
mahä-rathés of saìkértana worldwide. 

But, dear Çréla Prabhupäda, what we may be bold enough to utter before you with great sincerity is 
that not all is finished for the Venezuelan yäträ. We declare that we will continue the fight to see a future 
of serious saìkértana; indeed, we will fight with such maturity and determination that Kåñëa conscious-
ness will be undeniably stabilized in Venezuela and all of Latin America. 

Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, we know that out of your infinite mercy and compassion for us you will 
hear our pleading prayers: Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, give us your great power so that we can continue 
introducing your valuable books, especially in the universities and all the political, cultural, and social 
venues of the country. We especially want to introduce them to the leaders, because that was your intense 
desire. We hope and believe that you, Çréla Prabhupäda, will pray to Parama Karuëa Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi 
(as you lovingly named them), who are our dear Deities, so that They will wake up our hearts. Then this 
feeling of urgency to introduce your books everywhere will return to all the devotees, and ultimately 
everyone in the world will become Krishna conscious. 

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! You are the savior of all the fallen souls of this planet. Please give us mercy and 
allow us to execute Çré Kåñëa saìkértana. Please give us shade under your lotus feet. Çréla Prabhupäda-ké 
jaya! 

Your servants in Caracas, Venezuela.

(written by Hari-cakra Däsa) 

Chandigarh
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Most respected Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. We feel highly privileged to say a few 

words on this most auspicious day.
While contemplating Lord Kåñëa’s compassion toward the conditioned living entities, we find how loving 

He is. Kåñëa accompanies each of them as the Supersoul so that He can guide them in their wanderings 
in the material world and enlighten them if they again turn their face toward Him. In addition, Kåñëa 
Himself sometimes comes to this world, either in His original form or as one of His many incarnations, 
and enacts wonderful pastimes to attract the fallen souls toward Him. Finally, He expresses His affection 
for all of us by adventing as Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu to propagate the yuga-dharma, i.e., harinäma 
saìkértana, and thus to munificently distribute kåñëa-prema to one and all. Being a pure devotee and 
close associate of the Lord, you know His heart very well, Çréla Prabhupäda.

In Çrémad-Bhägavatam (9.4.68), Lord Viñëu tells Durväsä Muni:

 sädhavo hådayaà mahyaà   sädhünäà hådayaà tv aham 
 mad-anyat te na jänanti   nähaà tebhyo manäg api 
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“The devotees are always in My heart, and I am always in the hearts of the devotees. The devotee does 
not know anything beyond Me, and I also cannot forget the devotee. There is a very intimate relationship 
between Me and the pure devotees. Pure devotees in full knowledge are never out of spiritual touch, and 
therefore they are very much dear to Me.” (translation quoted from Bhagavad-gétä 7.18, purport)

You know that Lord Caitanya wanted the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra and kåñëa-prema to be carried 
beyond the boundaries of Bharata. Endowed with the compassion and mercy of Lord Caitanya, you 
advented 113 years ago this day to spread the message of Lord Caitanya all over the world. And within 
a short span of twelve years after you sanctified the land of the USA with your lotus feet, Your Divine 
Grace had laid a very solid foundation for the continued worldwide propagation of Kåñëa consciousness 
for the next ten thousand years. During this twelve-year period, you gave us over eighty books with 
your Bhaktivedanta purports, which will carry on your legacy for the coming generations. You taught 
us by your own example, Çréla Prabhupäda, that rendering pure devotional service to Lord Kåñëa is the 
only way to attain a perfectly blissful state of life.

To establish that the Vedic instructions are not merely theoretical, you personally trained your dis-
ciples in practical sädhana and presented them as living examples of the Vedic spiritual science. You 
made them into perfect Vaiñëavas and gave us the association of such exalted souls so that we could 
get inspiration and guidance from them. When we see the preaching enthusiasm of your senior disciples 
who are in advanced age, we feel highly inspired. You have fully empowered your disciples and grand-
disciples, Çréla Prabhupäda, to carry on the Hare Kåñëa movement for thousands of years.

Çréla Prabhupäda, as an exhibition of your divine compassion, you are engaging us in your service, 
which is the most precious privilege in this creation. As the servants of your servants, we here in Chan-
digarh have, by your mercy, organized various big festivals like Janmäñöamé, Rädhäñöamé, Ratha-yäträ, 
and Gaura Pürëimä to distribute Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mercy to thousands of people. In this we 
are simply following your perfect example, Çréla Prabhupäda.

The divine message of the Supreme Lord revealed by your divine väëé in the form of your books is 
profusely being distributed, as per your desire. This year, by the blessings of His Holiness Gopäl Krishna 
Gosvämé, we were once again able to distribute more than 20,000 Bhagavad-gétäs in December, the month 
of the marathon.

Çréla Prabhupäda, by seeing the exemplary behavior of your exalted disciples who regularly visit us, 
many young engineers, doctors, and other professionals have started practicing Kåñëa consciousness 
regularly. Three of them have completely surrendered their lives to the cause of your movement. It is 
only by your mercy that they have taken this bold step toward your beloved Lord Çré Kåñëa.

By your special mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda, we had the good fortune of receiving your scientist disciple 
His Grace Drutakarmä Prabhu in Chandigarh this year. He gave a talk entitled “Human Devolution: A Vedic 
Alternative to Darwin’s Theory” to engineers, technologists, scientists, medical students, and teachers 
in five institutes in our preaching area. His presentation was well received and appreciated.

You will be pleased to hear, Çréla Prabhupäda, that preaching to the youth and children is going on nicely 
in Chandigarh. Our young educated brahmacärés are preaching in three engineering colleges and Punjab 
University, apart from having regular programs for youth in the temple. We have opened one BACE in 
Chandigarh, close to the engineering college, and are having good response from engineering students.

For young children, we are holding five weekly Bhakta Prahlad classes—one in the Chandigarh temple 
and four in devotees’ homes nearby. We also held four summer camps for schoolchildren during their 
summer vacations, each two weeks long, where, along with other Vedic cultural aspects, they were 
exposed to the basics of Kåñëa consciousness. Through these young children, many parents are also 
taking an interest in Kåñëa consciousness.

Our ISKCON youth forum for girls is also doing fine, Çréla Prabhupäda, by your mercy.
Our preaching to the congregation is also going well, Çréla Prabhupäda. Over eighty congregational 

members took harinäma dékñä last year, thus increasing the strength of your spiritual family.
Finally, Çréla Prabhupäda, we would like to thank you once again for making your compassion available 

to us in the form of your own exemplary behavior, the divine instructions in your supernatural books, 
and your great followers. We humbly beg for a little mercy and strength to take advantage of all these 
transcendental gifts so that we can contribute our best to your movement.

Your servants at ISKCON Chandigarh, India.
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Coimbatore
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful and humble obeisances at your merciful lotus feet. All glories to your 
presence in this material world! All glories to your devotional service to Lord Caitanya and the Gauòéya 
Vaiñëava paramparä, the previous äcäryas.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the leader of all the preachers. Everyone else is following you simply by 
virtue of the massive contributions you have made to saving living entities in this universe. Çréla Prabhu-
päda, your books are everything, as you rightly said. We can see you through your purports constantly. 
Distributing your books, studying them, preaching their contents, and helping others follow them is the 
sum and substance of your mission.

From the writings of His Holiness Bhakti Vikäsa Swami, we gather that Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
Öhäkura visited Coimbatore and Ooty on his preaching tours and wrote books while staying here for 
several months. Here in Coimbatore we have gathered together to dedicate ourselves to your mission. 
The Bhaktivedanta Academy that was started here has facilitated students who have taken the Bhakti-
çästré courses and other seminars, enriching their spiritual lives. We plan to merge into the educational 
ethos of this place and make a mark academically with your books. The signs are very promising. Your 
blessing is all that is needed.

Simultaneously, we plan to set up an educational complex, with a museum and other facilities, for 
anyone who wants to become educated in your books. With your blessings, Çréla Prabhupäda, this can 
happen and change the future of many conditioned souls. Our eight-acre campus will also house a temple 
of Rädhä-Kåñëa. We have been inspired to do all these things by our spiritual father, His Holiness Jaya-
patäka Swami. Çréla Prabhupäda, you always asked us to think big, to try to achieve big things for Kåñëa. 
Please bless us all to be spiritually fit and sound so we ca accomplish these big things you wanted us to 
do. For now we are making our personal spiritual lives the biggest priority. Everything else will follow.

You are our spiritual grandfather, Çréla Prabhupäda, and so we pray that you confer your blessings 
on our dear spiritual father, His Holiness Jayapatäka Swami, your unflinching servitor, so that he will 
recover quickly from the serious illness that has beset him. His association and guidance is everything 
to us now, as he is your perfect representative.

On this auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä, Çréla Prabhupäda, we beg for your attention and mercy so 
that we can continue to try to repay you for all that you have done for us by bringing fallen souls to your 
shelter. Give us the strength to stand up to the many challenges that Mäyä puts in front of us constantly 
so that we may protect ourselves and your institution and its followers.

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda! Thank you for giving us ISKCON, your books, and the wonderful 
life of Kåñëa consciousness in the association of devotees.

Falling at your divine lotus feet again and again and begging your mercy, we remain

Your servants in Coimbatore, India.

Columbus
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you! 
Çréla Prabhupäda, our Columbus center is in the heart of the campus of Ohio State University (OSU). 
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Not many devotees know that this campus is a tértha, a place of pilgrimage, because of what happened 
here on May 12, 1969. Here is the account from Back to Godhead, published shortly after the event:

Çréla Prabhupäda arrived Friday, May 9, and our kértana at the Columbus airport attracted at-
tention in the local papers (“Undoubtedly the most exotic procession ever to grace the airport 
portals”—Citizen Journal). Guests crowded the new Hare Kåñëa center to hear a talk delivered 
as soon as Prabhupäda arrived. . . . 

Several days later Prabhupäda and [Allen] Ginsberg filled a campus auditorium (which seated 
750) to twice the capacity. Students flooded the stage and aisles, and when we started chanting 
they immediately responded. Within five minutes the chant was out of our control. Over 1,500 
students were roaring Hare Kåñëa, standing in their seats, waving their arms, dancing in the 
aisles and on stage. Ginsberg, sweat pouring down his face, chanted and danced ecstatically. 
When his garland broke in the melee, we seized the flowers and started throwing them to the 
students who clambered for them. Then Prabhupäda stood on his dais, and all the students rose 
to their feet. He gave his garland to a devotee and indicated that we were to throw the flowers 
to the audience. The students grabbed them and then joined arms to dance. Prabhupäda began 
jumping up and down and the dais bounced.

All this went on for thirty minutes. Then Ginsberg gave a talk to introduce Prabhupäda, and 
then Prabhupäda talked. The students were attentive, though hot and exhausted from the chanting 
and dancing. Then, remarkably enough, we had a second Hare Kåñëa kértana which was as wild 
as the first. The sound rose to a grand cataclysmic roar and the stage thundered with dancing. 
NBC-TV shot film during the whole kértana. Some students wept with joy. Afterwards Ginsberg 
said that he had never before seen so many students “burst out their skins” and chant and dance 
so vigorously and responsively. . . . The following day all the students were talking about it. It 
seems that Ohio State had never before so completely broken out of its robotic regimen.

Çréla Prabhupäda, forty years later Columbus has a simple temple on the OSU campus because of the 
dedicated efforts of your daughters Her Grace Mälaté Prabhu and Her Grace Kämagiri Däsé and several 
of your dedicated granddaughters, especially Her Grace Rasamaïjaré Däsé, who served this temple with 
her blood and sweat. Today, the temple serves as a spiritual oasis for Ohio State University students, 
who come to Columbus to get a graduate degree or to realize the great American dream. 

I first came to this temple as a casual visitor; then I became hopelessly addicted to prasädam. Next I 
become part of the family, and then I received the cooling shelter of your lotus feet. I spend more time 
here than at my labs and apartment and never want to leave. The beautiful Deities of Çré Çré Rädhä-
Naöavara enchant my heart, Çrématé Rädhäräëé’s kitchen is my favorite place to serve, and the bliss I 
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feel when I do some menial service is beyond words. I truly realize the “great American dream” when I 
read your books and learn what is nescience, what is a dream, and what is reality.

The best part of my life is the Thursday feast at the temple, when we all come together to chant and 
dance in front of the Deities, associate with other devotees, and honor prasädam. I wouldn’t trade it for 
the opulence of the heavenly planets. In the last few years, countless students from the departments of 
religious studies, philosophy, and history have witnessed the Hare Kåñëa movement firsthand, many high 
school students have witnessed your miracle, and many casual visitors have felt their lives irrevocably 
transformed by the soothing shade of your lotus feet.

By your mercy, our community here has grown steadily so that now we have our Sunday feast in a 
beautiful church building with exuberant festivals, lively kértanas, and a well-organized Sunday school. 
Also, many of your servants and the servants of your servants visit here on their preaching tours. Our 
temple and festivals also serve as a melting pot for many devotees from nearby places like Athens, Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland, Indianapolis, and Dayton. 

Many of your gåhastha grandsons and granddaughters, following your example, are supporting one 
another, pushing on the movement, preaching, and raising their children in a Kåñëa conscious environ-
ment. Seeing the joy on the faces of these children and their enthusiasm to love Kåñëa brings joy and 
meaning to our lives. The children even put on their first Jagannätha Ratha-yäträ last year, following in 
your footsteps.

You continue to touch the lives of many here at the university by mercifully inspiring so many activities, 
such as vegan cooking workshops and mantra-yoga programs, where many students get introduced to 
kåñëa-prasädam and the mahä-mantra. Many are now chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra as a daily practice. 
For the last four years we have been organizing a biannual Transcendence Festival at the university, 
funded by university grants. At these festivals we meet countless students and distribute your books 
and prasadam.

Jagannätha Däsa organizes colorful harinäma festivals in downtown Columbus, goes out on saìkértana 
with books, and is serving the temple very nicely. 

We are humbly trying to distribute your books in many ways, like putting your books in all the local 
motels, libraries, schools, and convenience stores and putting “Smart Boxes” in grocery stores. 

By your divine grace there are regular Näma-haööa programs at the University of Cincinnati, Dayton 
University, and Ohio University in Athens. Many students are sincerely chanting sixteen rounds and 
preaching Kåñëa consciousness.

We hope to share Kåñëa consciousness with everyone at the university here and to tell more and 
more people about the incredible bliss of Kåñëa consciousness. But as we do that, we pray to you for 
the strength to practice what we preach, and to transform ourselves first. Please give us a speck of dust 
from your lotus feet, because that alone can deliver every living entity in Columbus. Please give us faith 
in the holy name, and please let this life be an offering to you. Please break our robotic regimen and 
make us dance, make us dance as you did in 1969; make us dance as you like in 2009.

Your servants in Columbus, Ohio, USA.

(written by Bhakta Piyush)

Dallas
 mükaà karoti väcälaà paìguà laìghayate girim
 yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande çré-guruà déna-täraëam

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of the fallen souls. His mercy 
turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains. 



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

09
12

0

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu-nityänanda
çré-advaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda

hare kåñëa hare kåñëa kåñëa kåñëa hare hare
hare räma hare räma räma räma hare hare 

On Being Found

You found us.
We were looking for . . . for what, we didn’t know. And you found us.
We were everywhere:

among the skyscrapers in New York,
in the backwoods of Mississippi,
in the Vieux Carre of New Orleans,
in Haight-Ashbury of San Francisco,
in the meadows of Wisconsin,
in the deserts of Arizona and New Mexico,
in the forests and mountains of Washington and Oregon.

We were scattered all over North America, making plans:
to get through the day with something to eat, something to smoke, something to shoot up;
to experience natural childbirth and breastfeeding;
to build a place in the country, with a spring and a garden and a wood heater and a clothes line;
to end wars and discrimination based on race and gender, good looks and money;
to climb the ladder of corporate America;
to get a doctorate and teach philosophy or nuclear physics or social studies;
to be happy.

Many of us were reading Edgar Cayce and Thomas Altizer and Paramhamsa Yogananda and Carlos 
Casteneda, and trying to discover some way, some mystical way, to relieve the boredom, the pointless-
ness of our existence. But we didn’t know how. 

And then you found us.
Not you, exactly, but your words. Somebody put a book into our hands and told us to read it. Or we 

came across a book that someone had left in the house we moved into, or that someone had tossed out 
of the window onto the street, or that someone had forgotten in a public bathroom. 

And somehow, we began to read your words. And you were speaking to us. We knew, somehow, that 
you were answering our questions, that you were answering even questions we hadn’t thought to ask. 
And that your answers had more substance than anything else we had ever read or heard. 

You told us we needed a guide, a spiritual master. And we asked, “Well, then, why don’t you be our 
spiritual master?” But how were we to find you? 

For many of us, you sent your disciples, because we were not ready to meet you. But you knew that 



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

121

we needed you; and you told your followers to train us. You just wanted us to be happy and satisfied 
and respectful and respectable.

You taught us what we needed to know:
how to be clean,
how to eat the right foods, 
how to avoid doing things that degraded us,
how to avoid persons who degraded us,
how to appreciate persons who helped us,
how to connect with the Supreme Person.

We weren’t even sure there was a Supreme Person. We certainly didn’t know how to get in touch with 
Him. But you gave us confidence that we could, even within this lifetime. You made the path to Him ac-
cessible to us, who could not perform the severe austerities required by other paths. 

Because of you, a desire to serve Him awakened in us.
Because of you, millions of books about Him began reaching those who were as hopeless as we once 

were.
Because of you, temples began springing up all over the planet, giving everyone a chance to meet 

saintly persons and begin their own spiritual journey. 
Because of you, in Dallas, Texas, atheists and agnostics began coming to know the Supreme Person 

as Kälachandjé, the beautiful moon-faced Lord, and His consort as Rädhäräëé. 
Because of you, in Dallas, Texas, killers of the cow began learning about the glories of cow protec-

tion.
Because of you, in Dallas, Texas, persons from all over the planet began coming together as family 

members, learning to care deeply about each other.
All because of you.
You found us. You loved us. You saved us.
We have no way to repay our debt. Therefore we offer you our lives, our love, our possessions. Please 

do with us as you will. We wish to become your eternal servants. 
We offer our prostrate obeisances to your lotus feet.

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Your servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Kälachandjé Dhäma, Dallas, Texas, USA.

(written by Rüpänuga Däsa)

Detroit
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our dearmost ever well-wisher Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble and respectful obeisances in the dust of your most merciful lotus feet. 

All glories to Your Divine Grace!
We are greatly thankful to you for giving us the most merciful Deities Çré Çré Rädhä-Kuïjabiharéjé, Çré Çré 
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Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä, Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, and Lord Çré Näthajé, along with all your loving 
and caring devotees. When you bought the Fisher Mansion, you were able to see the future—how this 
would become the only shelter for so many sincere souls. With your most powerful attractive formula to 
cure the material disease, many young educated people are accepting Kåñëa consciousness sincerely. 

Just yesterday, a group of children as young as twelve, guided by their parents, enjoyed the first-hand 
experience of staying at the temple and participating in the full temple program and activities of service 
to Lord Kåñëa. They were so charged up that each of them desired to distribute at least fifteen books of 
yours in 2009. Their desire can be fulfilled only if you bless them and give them the ability to continue 
the process for their entire lives. You have empowered Her Grace Premapallavé Däsé to organize such a 
transcendental retreat for the youth of today. Every Sunday, Çréman Ashish Gupta Prabhu is teaching 
a Bhagavad-gétä verse to children before the Sunday Feast, and His Grace Ädi Gopé Prabhu and Neha 
Mätäjé train Sunday school children in Kåñëa conscious activities. 

With sincere desire and hard work, Çréman Lubhit Prabhu and Advaita Prän Prabhu have developed the 
transcendental presentation through the FATE Museum at the Bhaktivedanta Theater for all the visitors of 
Devasadan Mandir. You have brought energetic young Çrémän Jugal Kishore Prabhu to us, who is constantly 
desiring to have regular harinäma and book distribution events. Please bless him to fulfill his desires. Vibrant 
Bhakti Vriksha devotees are eager to participate at the temple under the leadership and systematic training of 
His Grace Gokul Chandra Prabhu and Çyäma-maïjaré Mätäjé. Only because of their personal example, Bhakti-
Vriksha devotees are always eager to welcome and be most hospitable to all visiting senior Vaiñëavas. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, thank you very much for giving us one of your dearest disciples, Her Grace Mälaté 
Prabhu, as our GBC. Under her loving and caring guidance, we are surviving in these most challenging 
times. Upgrading of your temple building is going on through the tireless efforts of Çréman Veëugopäla 
Prabhu. The grounds are maintained nicely with the support of His Grace Prabhänu Prabhu and His Grace 
Païcajani Prabhu. His Grace Çré-Nandanandana Prabhu and Bhakta Jim have, through their dedicated 
vigorous hard work, cultivated the organic vegetable and fruit garden for the Deities. Çrémän Bharath 
Prabhu dedicated himself to cultivating an excellent flower garden for the Deities, on top of managing 
the day-to-day affairs of the temple. Our Ratha-yäträ team is planning for a first-class festival this year. 
Please bless them so that they can give Lord Jagannätha’s mercy to many residents of Michigan. 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you have given us everything we need to go back to Godhead, but we are 
bewildered by the illusory energy. Without your unlimited mercy, we won’t be able to cross the ocean of 
material existence. We have the tendency to run away from your shelter. Please hold our hands tightly 
so that we can always remain at your lotus feet in the service of Kåñëa.

Seeking the forgiveness and blessings of you and all your followers, we remain

Your humble and most fallen servants at Devasadan Mandir, Detroit, Michigan, USA.

(written by Jagad Guru Däsa)

East Hartford
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!
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On January 2, 1973, in a letter to Haàsadüta Däsa, you wrote:

Occupational duty means to stick with one type of occupation which is just suitable for me, 
considering that it is my duty, therefore I am throughout my life obligated to perform it to the 
best of my ability. This is mature understanding of occupation. That means I must not leave it 
even for so-called good cause, just like Arjuna wanted to stop his fighting activity just to avoid 
killing so many of his kinsmen, cousin brothers, and other friends. So we are preachers on behalf 
of Lord Kåñëa, that is our occupational duty, we haven’t got to search any further some new 
challenge or change our engagement. No, that has been already settled up. Now best thing will 
be to develop more and more what we have begun. I have built the skeleton of the building, but 
there is so much more work remaining before us. . . . You needn’t look further to find some big 
challenge. The challenge is very near at hand.

You have built the skeleton of the building, and your disciples, granddisciples, and aspiring grand-
disciples are still working on finishing the inside and outside of this colossal structure. 

Here in East Hartford, by the determination of one of your aspiring granddisciples, we have recently 
started distributing your books by using honor boxes. People take a book and put $2.00 in an attached 
box. Although we are in the very beginning stages, so far this program has been quite successful. We 
have also started setting up book tables at different functions to distribute your books, and they have 
also been doing well. Both of these programs are being carried out by congregational members, and not 
only are books being distributed, but the congregational members participating in these programs are 
becoming enlivened.

Our East Hartford temple has been located in the same building for almost thirty years, and by your 
mercy we have outgrown these facilities. On Sundays, what to speak of holidays, we are getting more 
people than this temple can adequately support. We are now collecting for a new building, which may 
cost a million dollars, and so far we have about ten percent of that amount. 

You have built the skeleton of this Kåñëa conscious building, and by your mercy and potency the 
inside and outside are being completed by your disciples, granddisciples, great-granddisciples, and so 
on. Physically you are no longer present with us, but by your intelligence and desire you have started 
something that is continuing and will continue to develop exponentially. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
for your thoughtful consideration of all the souls who will continue to take birth on this planet for years to 
come. By your mercy, intelligence, thoughtfulness, and compassion you have given them shelter in your 
house, the framework of which has been personally built by you. All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants at East Hartford ISKCON, Connecticut, USA.

(written by Pyäri Mohan Däsa) 

Eger
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on the wonderful day of your appearance!
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, thank you for giving us your endless mercy, through which we have been able 

to learn the science of devotional service and follow the bhakti way. Could any of the roaming souls of 
the material world be any luckier than we are?

Thank you for engaging us in preaching Kåñëa consciousness. In this way we can participate in your 
mission and try to begin to repay you for all we have received. 

When someone preaches, distributes books, organizes programs, or simply tries to become a devotee 
or stay a devotee, they can feel how important the proper background for this is. The association of the 
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devotees, the temple, the leadership, the support we get from each other—all these make the above 
activities possible. Only when we remember that you began everything yourself—alone, without any 
supporters, in an impersonal, atheistic society in a foreign country—can we realize what great fortitude 
you had, what unending devotion. Only then can we understand that you possess the purest knowledge, 
the most perfect surrender, the most generous compassionate heart, and Lord Kåñëa’s authorization.

Every single moment of your life serves as an eternal example for all your followers. It is from you that 
we have received everything necessary for returning to our eternal home at the end of a life full of devo-
tion. Because of your grace we can live in the shelter of ISKCON and serve you through your devotees. 
Can we be any luckier than this?

Please bless us to be able to give the process of Kåñëa consciousness to others as well. Please help us 
extend your mercy to them by leading them to the shelter of your lotus feet. Could they be any luckier 
than this?

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants in the ISKCON temple in Eger, Hungary.

Gainesville
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances on this anniversary of your glorious appearance.
Thank you for bringing Kåñëa consciousness to so many. Your gifts of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, kértana, 

and prasädam continue to bless more and more lives in an increasingly mad world. 
When you entered our lives we could not imagine serving Kåñëa would be so serious and yet so fun, 

so easy and yet so challenging. You knew all this; what’s more, you recognized our endless suffering and 
its causes. We were oblivious, but you were moved to act.

Even the most jaded person must appreciate your incredible determination. Your legacy is a single, 
unrelenting effort to set us free. 

When you were pushing BTG in Delhi by yourself,
And tasting all the grit and stench like everybody else,

Was Väyu there, with cool, refreshing air for you to breathe?
Did Indra hold your book-bag so your back would be relieved?

When people in the tea stalls said “No time! I have to run,”
Did Sarasvaté grace you with a more persuasive tongue?

When some untended sacred cow’s horn turned and punctured you,
Did Dhanvantari bring you herbs and balms till you pulled through?

Did you find sweat and heatstroke, ridicule and poverty
A blissful cosmic pastime with supportive deities? 

Or did you, Çréla Prabhupäda, just push against the odds,
A simple, frail but focused man, unaided by the gods?

It’s easy to say “Çaktyäveça—he’s an incarnation.”
It’s harder to reach out like you, with such determination.
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Religious men can focus, but they sometimes can be smug;
You knew just how to poke us—but with open-ended love.
Your sacrificial sweat thus lives as loving ecstasy
In all your faithful followers who walk in front of me.

Your servants at the ISKCON temple in Gainesville, Florida, USA.

(written by  Kalakaëöha Däsa) 

Gaìgä Sägara Baru
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

O most merciful Çréla Prabhupäda! We would like to thank you for the causeless mercy you have shown 
us in the form of involving us in the project to create a Vaiñëava village on the island of Kalimantan.

We realize that we have no ability to please you, but kindly bestow upon us devotional service that 
can make us capable of taking part in this project.

 Till this day, we have been trying our best to devote ourselves to this project, Gaìgä Sägara Baru, but 
we still feel that we are doing something very insignificant for its development. 

On this special occasion, please bestow on us the ability to perform devotional service that will please 
you. Please bless us to successfully develop this Vaiñëava village in a spirit of devotion to our Guru 
Mahäräja, to Your Divine Grace, and to Çré Païca-tattva.

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!
 

Youar servants at Gaìgä Sägara Baru, Kalimantan Island, Indonesia.

(written by Sundara Gopäla Däsa)

Ghana
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Çréla Prabhupäda, You Are Very Dear to Our Hearts

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you bestowed your unlimited mercy upon 
the world by kindly establishing this movement to give humanity a chance to serve Çré Kåñëa.
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Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you gave the world your ecstasies and 
deep realizations in your Bhaktivedanta purports. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because your words carry great potency, the po-
tency of Kåñëa, which turned mlecchas like us into devotees. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you are a great visionary, for you have so 
designed this movement to serve the spiritual needs of many generations yet unborn. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you are the best of preachers, for you are 
expert at saying the right things at the right time. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you demonstrated your love and care for 
all by making suitable arrangements to meet the needs of your numerous followers. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because the more we hear your transcendental 
voice from your lectures, the more we become unafraid of the future and even death. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to us because your incomparable humility has melted our stone-
like sinful hearts and made us fall at your divine lotus feet. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because, as an expert äcärya, you perfectly under-
stood the mentalities of everyone—Americans, Europeans, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, Africans, men, 
women, children, etc.,—and you cut through their cultural preconceptions and conditionings in order 
to revive their dormant Kåñëa consciousness. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you have given us books that will serve as 
the law books for humanity for the next ten thousand years. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because you demonstrated great compassion toward 
all conditioned souls by establishing the BBT to print and distribute your books to the countless fallen 
souls rotting in this world. 

 Çréla Prabhupäda, you are very dear to our hearts because, while the world slept and snored, you rose 
early and spoke alone with Kåñëa and then shared those intimate conversations with the whole world 
in the form of your Bhaktivedanta purports. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you will always remain dear to our hearts because you have given us the process 
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by which we can return to our eternal home, Goloka Våndävana, to be with our eternal lovable Lord, Çré 
Kåñëa. Therefore we are forever indebted to you. 

Your devotees in Ghana.

(written by  Çréväsa Däsa) 

Gianyar
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

O Çréla Prabhupäda, you are so great, and because of your greatness we now can see that in all coun-
tries, cities, towns, and villages people are singing the holy name of Kåñëa. Alone you went  to the West 
to spread Kåñëa consciousness and give the people a chance to realize the Absolute Truth. You are saving 
countless souls from being degraded to a hellish condition of life. 

O Çréla Prabhupäda, you are so kind. You give your causeless mercy to everyone, without considering 
ethnicity, job, or status. You lift them to a better life and give them a chance to go back home, back to 
Godhead.

O Çréla Prabhupäda, it is due only to your causeless mercy that we feel we can have a temple here. 
Although we are working hard to build the temple, it is by your grace that we are endeavoring to have 
a place where we can experience  sädhu-saìga and kértana and have a center from which to distribute 
books in our area. 

O Çréla Prabhupäda, over the past few years more and more people have come to our temple due to 
experiencing your mercy in the form of your books. We are always aware that the reason we are expand-
ing here more and more each year is your grace. Without you, we are sure we cannot do anything. 

O Çréla Prabhupäda, all of us here are your granddisciples. We feel very lucky that some of your be-
loved disciples come and give us their association. We have seen your greatness, your grace, and your 
causeless mercy through your best beloved disciples. 

O Çréla Prabhupäda, we are trying our best to fulfill one of your dreams: to establish a Vaiñëava village. 
We would like to make a varëäçrama village where all devotees can practice bhakti-yoga in a peaceful 
atmosphere. But we are sure that we will not succeed unless we get your causeless mercy.

O Çréla Prabhupäda, by your mercy and by the mercy and efforts of your great disciple His Holiness 
Bhakti Viçrambha Mädhava Swami, we now have a Tulasé house. We have built this Tulasé house for the 
pleasure of Kåñëa, Tulasé, and Your Divine Grace. We are very sure that serving Tulasé in this way will 
enhance our bhakti.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for giving us your causeless mercy and allowing us to stay in your big 
family. 

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Your aspiring servants in Gianyar, Bali, Indonesia.



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

09
12

8

Gétä-nägaré
Our most beloved Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you on this 
most auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä!

Çréla Prabhupäda, in 1956 you made this bold statement in an essay entitled “Conception of Gita-
Nagari”:

Gita-Nagari shall set the example that neither God nor the living being nor Nature is in any way 
antagonistic toward one another, but that all of them exist in harmony as a complete unit. When 
Gita-Nagari will attempt to harmonize such a sweet relation between man and God, man and 
the world, and the world and God, at such an auspicious time only, the United Nations’ effort to 
establish peace in the world will be successful, or the dream of a casteless society all over the 
world will be realized in practice. There is no other practical solution for the scientific basis of 
universal brotherhood or universal religion than understanding this simple truth of the Father-
hood of Godhead, the Motherhood of Nature, and the Childhood of all living entities.

You had such a vision because the project to become known as Gétä-nägaré was conceived by you 
prior to its manifestation! Now decades later, this project still exists, albeit in a simple form. We, the 
undeserving residents of Çré Gétä-nägaré dhäma, now fall at your lotus feet, begging you to help us help 
ourselves. We are begging to develop the sincerity, determination, purity, devotion, love, resilience, and 
surrender that we know will allow us to transcend our external and internal constraints. When we do 
this, we open ourselves up to becoming your instruments. Please let us be excited by this proposition, 
and not hesitant or fearful. Please grant us the strength to move past the obstacles that have gathered 
and begin afresh, with renewed vigor, spiritual perspective, commitment, co-operation, and love—love 
for you, for our respective dékñä gurus, for Çré Çré Rädhä-Dämodara, and for each other.

Beneath the external simplicity of this farm lies the dhäma, with our ever-merciful and beautiful Çré 
Çré Rädhä-Dämodara, placid cows, rich and fertile land for agriculture, and all the associated pastimes. 
How fortunate we are to have the greatest opportunity to engage every day, every moment, in service 
to the Supreme Lord. Only you can offer us this—you who have revealed to us materially conditioned 
souls the topmost activities, personalities, and residences.

For all that you have unconditionally offered us—your compassion, mercy, love, sacrifice, tolerance, 
faith—we can show our gratitude only through our surrender and our commitment to fulfilling your desires 
for Çré Gétä-nägaré dhäma. We therefore beseech you to kindly consider our prayer that you inspire us 
to take seriously and to heart your instructions and desires. As this planet rapidly sinks into deeper and 
deeper levels of material distress, let us contribute to the upliftment of the human condition by offering 
Çré Gétä-nägaré dhäma as the spiritual sanctuary for all who seek shelter. With your blessings on this all-
auspicious day, let us begin the journey to sustainability, simple living and high thinking, self-sufficiency, 
and a glorious spiritual culture for each other and the generations of your devoted servants to come.

Thank you, our most beloved Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your grateful and eager servants at Çré Gétä-nägaré dhäma, Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA.
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 Gétä Nägaré Baru
 

 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

 çré-caitanya-mano-’bhéñöaà sthäpitaà yena bhü-tale
 svayaà rüpaù kadä mahyaà dadäti sva-padäntikam

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

 mükaà karoti väcälaà paìguà laìghayate girim
 yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande çré-guruà déna-täraëam

çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu-nityänanda 
çré-advaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda

hare kåñëa hare kåñëa kåñëa kåñëa hare hare 
hare räma hare räma räma räma hare hare

My dear, most beloved Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 

Grace, who have so mercifully brought the message of pure devotional service to all fallen souls in this 
Age of Kali.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are truly Jagat Guru.
Today, on your most glorious appearance day, I would like to submit the following prayer at your lotus 

feet. 
You are fully surrendered to the instructions of your spiritual master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 

Gosvämé Prabhupäda. Because you had full faith in the words of your Guru Mahäräja, you success-
fully preached Kåñëa consciousness all over the world. Because you came to Indonesia in 1973, now so 
many devotees have come. This means that total surrender to the words of Guru and Kåñëa guarantees 
progress in spiritual life and assures success in preaching. So please give mercy to us, please help us 
became pure in our thinking, speaking, and activities. In this way it will be possible to understand the 
desires of both Guru and Kåñëa. 

You are very kind to us. Although you are not present physically, we feel your presence through your 
books, your cassette tapes, and your videos, and at times you mercifully appear in the minds, hearts, 
and dreams of your devotees. We hope to associate with you more and more as time goes on. We remain 
faithful to your instructions. Please give us the power and intelligence to give up all desires for sense 
gratification so we may attain real peace, as mentioned in the scriptures:

 vihäya kämän yaù sarvän   pumäàç carati niùspåhaù
 nirmamo nirahaìkäraù   sa çäntim adhigacchati

“A person who has given up all desires for sense gratification, who lives free from desires, who has given 
up all sense of proprietorship and is devoid of false ego—he alone can attain real peace.” (Bhagavad-gétä 
2.71)

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are patita-pävana.
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In 1998 there were just a few devotees here at Gétä Nägaré Baru, but now there are seventeen gåhastha 
families, for a total devotee population of 104. Our land covers about 60 hectares. This progress is due 
to your kind mercy, which is manifest through the guidance of our spiritual master, His Holiness Bhakti 
Räghava Swami, and His Grace Gaura Maëòala Bhümi Prabhu, and also that of Aìgalatä-Rädhä Däsé and 
other senior devotees. They have all worked very hard to develop the facilities here, which enable us 
to perform devotional service to Lord Kåñëa and you, Çréla Prabhupäda. We thank them very much, But 
we also know that without your blessings and mercy, nothing would be possible.

Of all your transcendental qualities, your compassion and understanding touch us the most. You un-
derstand how fallen we are, yet you are compassionate and patient in dealing with us. You are truly para-
duùkha-duùkhé, feeling pain to see the fallen souls suffering. Knowing that only Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s 
message could deliver us from our ignorance, out of compassion you sacrificed your own comforts and 
happiness for us to become happies, not hippies.

 You are Kåñëa’s bona fide representative in this world, a perfect example of a spiritual master. History 
will show that your great contribution will be more and more recognized all over the world. Anybody 
who wants peace, love, and happiness can find these in your books, in your instructions. Your torch of 
knowledge is guiding people out of ignorance and onto the right path, the way of liberation. Yes, without 
your books, without your mercy, we could not know who God is, how we can get real happiness, or 
what we must do to go back to the spiritual world, Kåñëaloka. Thank you for all your gifts, especially 
the mahä-mantra.

Our own realization is lacking, and many times we find ourselves exhausted, frustrated, discouraged, 
and anxious. This is due entirely to our mundane vision. On this auspicious occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä, 
we pray that you kindly give us the necessary strength to continue with enthusiasm and determination 
in the service of Çré-Çré Rädhä-Madana Gopäla, our worshipable Deities. We are convinced that this will 
please you very much.

Thank you. Hare Kåñëa.

Your servants at Gétä Nägaré Baru, Tulang Bawang Lampung, Indonesia.

(written by Ñaòbhuja Gauräìga Däsa)

Hari Näma Deça
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. On this most auspicious day of your 
Vyäsa-püjä, we offer you this humble attempt to glorify you in our limited ways. 

We wish we had numberless tongues to glorify you. Listening to the memories of your disciples and 
contemporary witnesses, we find it impossible to grasp your achievements, your glory, your mercy, your 
determination, your devotion, and all the other transcendental qualities of your divine personality. 

Thank you for appearing on this planet. Without you we would have never heard about Lord Kåñëa. 
Thank you for your teachings. We offer you our best wishes for your happiness, because we believe 
that you are near to Lord Kåñëa.

It is because of your inconceivable mercy and tireless efforts that many millions of people around the 
globe have come to know about Kåñëa and the genuine meaning of life, and so have begun practicing 
spiritual life seriously. You have given us Kåñëa in the form of the holy name, many books, and pure 
devotees, without whose guidance we could not find the way out of darkness and ignorance.

As a fisher of fallen souls, you have put out the bait of love and with an unexpected sudden yank pulled 
us out of the ocean of material existence! Blinded by the bright light of your glory and the effulgence of 
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your stalwart disciples, who have been serving you as leaders of your society for the past thirty years 
or more, we are wriggling, flapping, and gasping at the end of your line, like ridiculous little fish out of 
water.

We are so glad to always have you in our hearts, guiding us. We are thankful for your love and your 
patience with us. Please always escort us on our way.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you are so magnanimous, loving, knowledgeable, and universally capable that 
we are compelled, despite ourselves, to surrender daily, hourly, and every second to the mercy of your 
lotus feet.

As a great servant of Lord Kåñëa, you have demonstrated by your life’s example everything that you 
have preached, and thus you have attracted and fascinated thousands of souls.

Will we ever be able to understand what you did for us? Please allow us to always remember this 
inconceivable gift, so that we may be able to pass on this spark of good fortune.

Out of your deep compassion you have taken us out of our deep darkness and shown us the way. We 
will never be able to honorably offer enough thanks for your inconceivable gift.

Thanks to your great determination, we and thousands of other people, even decades after your 
departure, are still getting an opportunity to understand the true goal of life and revive our relationship 
with Kåñëa. For that we are eternally indebted to you.

You have left your ISKCON with the task of saving the world from Mäyä’s onslaught. You have given 
us the framework. While trying to understand your desire and your method of teaching, we find that in 
the process of rigorous confrontation with controversial issues we get, by your mercy, a more mature 
understanding of your instructions.

Please escort us on our long way to Kåñëa. Your books are our guidance. They help us try to act in 
virtue and help us in the struggle against our ignorance.

With the books you wrote and the devotees you made, you gave us a part of that internal peace that 
all souls are searching for. But because of ignorance we are searching in the wrong places. Dear Prabhu-
päda, savior of the most fallen, let us be only a small part of your eternal service.

Trapped as we are in this material body, our life is of short duration. Therefore please continue to 
carry us in your lotus hands, sheltered, up to the end of our lives, showing us the right way back home 
to Godhead.

Please strengthen our desire and our determination to serve you. Please help us overcome the compla-
cency and laziness that paralyze us. Please remove all distractions that prevent us from being focused 
exclusively on your service. Please forgive our sins and cleanse away the anarthas that weaken us. Please 
help us always think of you with deep gratitude for your causeless love and grace. 

Those who have the service of  Lord Kåñëa and His scriptures as an ally, dear Çréla Prabhupäda, will 
also be engaged until their last breath in the Lord’s devotional service. This you have proven yourself.

We thank all the devotees, and especially you, dear Çréla Prabhupäda, for your grace and the mercy 
that you gave us and will hopefully always continue to give us.

We are all so glad to have had the opportunity to know you and your devotees, Çréla Prabhupäda. 
During difficult times, we are all so much in need of warmth and cordiality. In your movement we do 
find persons to address our questions to and we do get answers from them, answers that help us make 
our own decisions in life.

When we hear the devotees’ wonderful glorifications of you, Çréla Prabhupäda, we become very much 
touched and filled with feelings of joy. Çréla Prabhupäda, you always fill us with peace and a disposition 
to share love with you and others. Our hearts palpitate because the feeling is so pleasant to our souls.

We just want to thank you so much for the creation of your beautiful ISKCON, which is as beautiful 
as Lord Çré Kåñëa himself. 

Over the short span of twelve years, Your Divine Grace flooded the entire world with Kåñëa conscious-
ness, thus fulfilling the prediction made by Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

You are love personified. We are touched when we read your books. We feel touched when we close 
our eyes.

Please accept our very humble obeisances and let us thank you for your never-ending mercy. 
From the heart, we thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your humble devotees in Hari Näma Deça, ISKCON Wiesbaden, Germany.
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Jagannätha Mandira
Dear respected Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!
We are very fortunate that your disciples are running this movement very expertly. When you were 

in Kolkata, you told me about your birthplace. So accordingly I gave my house to ISKCON Kolkata. We 
are planning to make a nice museum and temple in the house of your birthplace. I know it is very dif-
ficult work to establish a proper preaching center there, but I hope that if you bless me and guide me, 
everything can be possible. If I could fulfill your desire as one of your family members, my whole life 
will be successful.

I visited your Kåñëa-Balaräma temple and met your disciple Gaòi Däsa. He gave me a nice place to 
stay at the MVT guesthouse. I am very happy to see the advancement of the devotees at your temple. 
Your beloved son Gopäla Kåñëa Goswami is running the Kåñëa-Balaräma temple, as well as the Rädhä–
Pärtha-särathi temple in Delhi, so nicely. It indicates that your spiritual potency is working through the 
devotees. Though you are not physically here with us, we see that in Mäyäpur, Våndävana, Delhi, and 
Mumbai, all your favorite places, your followers are preaching Kåñëa consciousness vigorously. The whole 
world will come to visit these four places to adopt this Kåñëa conscious philosophy. You are always with 
us in your books and instructions and with your beloved disciples. 

Please forgive me if I have made any offense unto your lotus feet. Please bless me, as you are continu-
ously doing, so that I can give more service to your temples. This is my prayer unto your lotus feet. 

Your servants at the Jagannätha Mandira in Godrumadvépa, Navadvépa, West Bengal, India.

(written by Saìkarñaëa Däsa)

Japan
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Surrounded on all sides by the sea, before the advent of air travel Japan had no other way to acquire 
knowledge and culture except by ships from abroad. And so Buddhists underwent tremendous hardships 
to bring their scriptures in from China; their ships were frequently wrecked by violent storms, and both 
monks and scriptures sank to the bottom of the ocean.

Çréla Prabhupäda, your voyage was much harder than theirs. You were aged and had to endure a long 
voyage from Calcutta to New York, crossing the Atlantic Ocean on the cargo ship Jaladuta. And none of 
your godbrothers helped you: you embarked alone. Though raging storms and heart attacks threatened 
your life, with immovable determination and faith in the words of your spiritual master, Çréla Bhakti-
siddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, you surpassed all the difficulties. All glories to you!

 Now we, your disciples and followers all over the world, are feeling greatly indebted to you for your 
efforts, which gave us real life. To repay our obligation, we are trying to assimilate and follow your in-
structions, to become lovers of Kåñëa.
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As a representative of Kåñëa, even now you are delivering so many conditioned souls via your tran-
scendental books. We have full faith in your words “Books are basis.”

Unfortunately, we have not published your books in Japanese for such a long time, and we are so 
sorry and ashamed about it. Please forgive us for our laziness and dullness. But now we have news that 
will definitely make you smile.

The power and ability of one man is limited, but, as a proverb goes, two heads are better than one, 
and the result can be multiplied when we all put our heads together with enthusiasm. In this spirit, we 
have just begun the “Prabhupäda Translation Project,” through which we plan to translate all your books. 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam is now being translated.

Not many people here in Japan know you yet. To repay you for your causeless mercy on us, we are 
endeavoring to join together firmly, become one instrument, and translate your words into Japanese. 

We are all originally Kåñëa’s servants and fully conscious of Him. But how difficult it is to realize this 
simple truth! We are now on the great voyage to reach this final destination. Far ahead of our ship, we 
see the land of Kåñëa, appearing and disappearing. Under the bottom of the ship spread the unfathom-
able depths of the ocean. Surrounded by various kinds of dangers on all sides, we have no other shelter 
but to tightly grasp your lotus feet. As the captain of the ship, please guide us and save us so that we 
will be able to follow your footsteps—yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù

Your servants in Japan.

Kaduna
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

We offer our humble obeisances unto you. 
Once again your Vyäsa-püjä celebration is affording us the opportunity to review the quality of our 

obeisances unto your divine feet. Are we truly following your basic instructions—observing the four 
regulative principles, chanting our prescribed number of rounds of the mahä-mantra, and regularly 
studying your books to understand the rudiments of devotional service? Are we establishing and man-
aging our temples so well that the devotees become attached to the service of guru and Kåñëa, thereby 
inspiring the congregation to feel an obligation to the temple? Are we establishing self-sufficient farm 
communities that allow every devotee to gradually progress on the path of bhakti? Are we exemplifying 
the teachings of Your Divine Grace in such a way that the larger society looks up to us for solutions to 
their socio-political and spiritual problems? 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we humbly request you to arrange to bring back your Society to your original vision, 
where every devotee finds a space to joyfully participate in making the Society successful.

The devotees in the ISKCON temple in Kaduna, Nigeria.

(written by Cäëakya Paëòita Däsa)

Kaundinyapur
We, your granddisciples at ISKCON Kaundinyapur, offer our most humble obeisances unto your lotus 

feet on your most auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day.
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We feel ourselves most fortunate to be able to enjoy Kåñëa consciousness due to your mercy.
Here in Çrédhäm Kaundinyapur, the place where Çré Rukmiëé Devé appeared, ISKCON now has five acres 

of land. Under the blissful guidance of your empowered sannyäsé disciple Lokanäth Swami, a wonderful 
center has been established, with a temple, gurukula, goçälä, and guesthouse, and now gardens are tak-
ing shape, along with sannyäsé and bhakta äçramas. We will then be able to better distribute your books 
and run all our preaching activities, thus fully spreading Kåñëa consciousness in the whole area.

On this all-auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day, we dedicate ourselves to serving you with renewed vigor and 
all humility.

The devotees of ISKCON Kaundinyapur, India.

(written by Akrüra Däsa) 

Kåñëa Balaräma Kñetra 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

All the devotees at ISKCON Kåñëa-Balaräma Kñetra pay their respectful obeisances at your lotus 
feet. 

We have a sprawling fourteen-acre farm housing a joint family and few brahmacärés. The farm is located 
near Udupi, also known as Dakshina Vrindavan, the seat of Çréla Madhväcärya. The predominating Dei-
ties at Kåñëa Balaräma Kñetra are Their Lordships Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma and Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi. The 
community includes ten cows and a pair of working bulls. The bulls are fully engaged in agriculture and 
transportation. 

We humbly want to offer at your lotus feet the report of the first session of the varëäçrama college. 
Almost thirty years ago you ordered, “Immediately establish the varëäçrama college.” Although there 
were some attempts made, this order was largely unfulfilled. Under the guidance of His Holiness Bhakti 
Räghava Mahäräja, we have successfully completed the training of the first batch of students in the 
varëäçrama college. The course was entitled “Land, Cows, and Kåñëa.” The students were trained in 
agriculture, cow protection, traditional mud construction, traditional village technologies, traditional 
arts and crafts, Äyurveda, and yoga äsanas. Various teachers were invited to teach parts of this course. 
We hope to continue to offer this course and others every year, and we seek your blessings to be able 
to do so.

By your mercy alone we are able to understand the importance of simple living and high thinking, 
and we ourselves are experiencing the benefits of this Krsna conscious life away from the passion and 
ignorance that dominate the cities. 

Always indebted to you, we remain

Your lowly servants at Kåñëa-Balaräma Kñetra, Hebri, Udupi, India.

Kuala Lumpur
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
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 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Çré Guru and 

Gauräìga!
“ISKCON is a preaching movement,” you said, while at the same time you emphasized, “Now is time 

to boil the milk.”
At Çré Jagannätha Mandir, we are trying to do just that. In order to adhere to your instructions, we 

have a two-pronged approach: we are attempting to focus on spiritual internalization while at the same 
time trying to spread the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 

Over the last four or five years, we have gradually amended the imbalances that were present in our 
yäträ, where external or preaching and expansion concerns had outweighed the spiritual content. Pri-
marily through the Spiritual Counselor System, we have gradually trained and guided our devotees in 
the essence of Kåñëa consciousness, especially in the core areas of sädhana and sad-äcära.

We have seen how, over this period, a positive evolution has occurred among many devotees in our 
congregation. We have seen more solidarity, seriousness in sädhana, general improvement in Vaiñëava 
qualities and dealings, and greater dedication to seva.

New devotees are quickly taking up bhakti-yoga seriously and devotedly. The senior devotees are 
becoming more involved in temple services and being steadfast in sädhana. How could all this happen 
if not for your magnanimity? We are nothing but instruments in your hands.

On the preaching front we are adding various innovative strategies, inspired by Your Divine Grace. 
The bhakti homes, college-level preaching, and Bengali preaching are additions since last year.

The Dämodara Preaching Program is reaching newer heights annually, with the participation of almost 
the entire Malaysian yäträ last year. This resulted in an astounding figure of 80,000 people offering ghee 
lamps in one month.

Last year the Congregational Development Minister gave us the honor of leading a global expansion 
of the Dämodara program. A four-man team from Kuala Lumpur heeded the call and visited a few highly 
promising nations, where they introduced this innovative preaching tool.

Your favorite seva, book distribution, is also growing gradually, while Food for Life seva has steadily 
maintained its meal distribution program. Our FFL team has some ambitious plans to expand in the 
near future. Harinäma saìkértana has also been increasing in frequency steadily, to about four hundred 
nägar saìkértanas in 2008.

By your mercy, the internal operations of Deity seva, festivals, and temple operations are being man-
aged satisfactorily.

While trying hard to develop preaching in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor state, we are also trying to assist 
other yäträs in Malaysia through guidance in the area of community development and preaching.

Though the potential for preaching in Malaysia is immense, we are falling short due to our own short-
comings and lack of purity. We pray for your continued mercy and benedictions so we may develop 
more zeal and enthusiasm to carry on with the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

On this auspicious occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä, we beg to remain at the shelter of your lotus feet and 
serve you eternally. If you are kind to us, naturally Kåñëa will be kind to us. We humbly offer whatever 
little successes we have achieved at your divine lotus feet.

Please forgive us for all our offenses and keep guiding us throughout our lives, for you are the expert 
navigator of the ship known as ISKCON. 

Your humble spiritual grandchildren and servants at ISKCON’s Çré Jagannätha Mandir, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.
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Lagos 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!
On this auspicious day of your appearance, we, your grandchildren, have come to pay homage unto 

Your Divine Grace. 
Today we are full of joy and happiness because we are the proud beneficiaries of a grandfather who 

is known all over the three worlds for his unlimited compassion, mercy, and selflessness. 
By dint of that compassion, we are sheltered from the onslaught of the material world in general and 

Kali-yuga in particular. Under the roof of the “house you built in which the whole world can live,” we 
feel secure and protected, provided we follow your divine instructions and standards. 

Even though you are not physically present, we feel your presence through your disciples, who are 
our spiritual fathers. They are the kind extension of your compassion to guide us on the path of bhakti. 
We thank you for this wonderful gift, Çréla Prabhupäda. 

Even though you are not physically here, we fell your heavy, living presence on every page of the 
many volumes of books you painstakingly produced to serve as the standard law books for generations 
to come. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for this invaluable gift to the world. 

Even though you are not physically present, we feel your presence in the Food for Life program, as 
well as in the Govinda’s restaurants and farm settlements you kindly established just to help us get con-
nected to Lord Kåñëa. In fact, your glories are unlimited. Without you, what would be our lot? We are 
therefore very grateful to you for making all these arrangements to save us. 

Yet, we still have one more request to make. The father is generally kind and loving to his children, 
but the grandfather is even more kind, loving, and caring. We therefore crave your indulgence: Kindly 
forgive and tolerate our frailties and frivolities. We are insignificant members of a subbranch of your big 
ISKCON tree. Please bless and empower us to extend your compassion and mercy to others. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, may you live forever through your instructions. 
Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya! 

Your struggling granddisciples in Lagos, Nigeria.

(written by Guru Däsa) 

Lalitä-pura Seva-kuïja
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

All glories to Çré Guru and Gauräìga! All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!
Çréla Prabhupäda, we, your servants who perform devotional service in Lalitä-pura Seva-kuïja äçrama, 

would like to offer our respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet. May all of us be able to carry out your 
orders and spread your transcendental message, which describes the actual path to real bliss. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we always pray to you that this Lalitä-pura Seva-kuïja äçrama may one day become 
a useful place for everyone who desires to serve Lord Çré Kåñëa. Also, by your mercy may this äçrama 
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implement the system of varëäçrama-dharma, a system that can help us constantly remember Kåñëa. 
Çréla Prabhupäda, by implementing varëäçrama-dharma here, we will be able to always think of Kåñëa 

and become free from the miseries of this material world. And if we do not implement this varëäçrama 
system in the Kåñëa consciousness society, there won’t be any success in the social order. Therefore, 
we would like to thank Your Divine Grace, who have given us the path that will actually bring us back 
home, back to Çré Kåñëa. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, there are no words we can glorify you with that will please you more than our just 
following your instructions. May we one day be able to promote this äçrama as a place that is bringing 
you pleasure by helping to fulfill your desire to implement varëäçrama-dharma.

Çréla Prabhupäda, may we always be able to sing your glories here in Lalitä-pura Seva-kuïja äçrama.

Your servants at Lalitä-pura Seva-kuïja äçrama, Palangka Raya, Indonesia.

(written by Brajaräja Däsa)

Las Vegas
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, my beloved spiritual grandpa,
    You are the greatest Vaiñëava and genuine messenger of the paramparä.
You are my Lord and my transcendental grandmaster;
    Only your divine mercy makes my spiritual progress go faster.

You are a genius and a great Vaiñëava of topmost qualification,
    Founder-äcärya of the ISKCON worldwide transcendental nation.
Your perfect Kåñëa consciousness presentation
    Gives human society the highest liberation.

You preached Lord Kåñëa’s pure message to human society
    To relieve everybody from suffering and constant anxiety.
Your determined teachings were full of loving compassion;
    Those who listened to you were purified from degrading ignorance and passion.

Although modern human society is full of material bodily designations,
    You preach to everybody without discriminations.
Your merciful, full-of-tolerance-and-compassion preaching
    Is giving enlightenment to the heart of every human being.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the world’s foremost master of bhakti;
    By converting Kali-yuga people into kåñëa-bhaktas you manifest your divine çakti.

You have built a beautiful ISKCON, the transcendental abode,
    Where various people from different nations can live under the same code.
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You and your earthly success were predicted by your god–great-grandpa Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura,
    Who saw long ago with his transcendental vision your project at Çré Dhäm Mäyäpur.

You came to Westerners to remind them of what they had forgot,
    To help them revive their eternal relationship with Kåñëa and awaken their dormant love of God.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you were like a loving father, the best well-wisher;
    You introduced the traditional dress codes, hygiene, etiquette feature,
Along with Vedic cuisine, weddings, festivals, music, drama, and dance.
    You did this all alone because you are the best teacher of highest competence. 

You taught us how to perform loving devotional service to the Lord,
    To get Kåñëa’s merciful divine support and spread love of Godhead all over the world.

You are the purest of the pure, the greatest earthly prophet of all,
    Mahä-patita-pävana, savior of suffering conditioned souls.
One who reads your books is no longer morose
    And will achieve the highest transcendental goals.

You astounded the literary and academic communities
    By translating and writing commentary on Vedic wisdom immensities.
Çréla Prabhupäda, your books are highly respected by the academic authority 
    For their prestige, depth, knowledge, and clarity.

You published over seventy volumes of books on the classical Vedic civilization,
    Constituting a comprehensive library of Vedic philosophy, religion, and cultural presentation.
Your writings have been translated into over fifty languages
    To help people understand Kåñëa’s true transcendental images.

Complete sets of your books have been purchased by the libraries,
    As well as by many other institutional visionaries.
Even professors of major universities around the world,
    Including Princeton, Harvard, Yale, Oxford, Cambridge, and Sorbonne,
Use your books as standard texts in college courses students take on.

You patiently tried to educate everybody
   That we are not this material mind and body
But are eternal, full-of-knowledge and blissful spirit soul 
    Who, when spiritually awakened, will always chant Nitäi-Gaura Haribol!

Çréla Prabhupäda, you stressed yuga-dharma education
    And propagated the chanting of the Lord’s holy names with great dedication.

Çréla Prabhupäda, in twelve years you spread Kåñëa consciousness all over the world
    As nobody in human history had spread it before.
During that time you established more than a hundred spiritual centers,
    Rural communities, schools, publishing firms, institutes, and temples.

You circled the globe fourteen times on lecture tours on six continents,
    And still found time to write prolifically and teach with insight immense.
Çréla Prabhupäda your compassionate heart
    Has no equal in this universal part.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda you are extremely dear to Kåñëa. He empowered you to such an extent that 
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you were able to spread Kåñëa consciousness throughout the entire world. Çréla Prabhupäda, a few days 
before you left this planet, your godbrother Puré Mahäräja said, “You have saved millions of people around 
the world. You should be called mahä-patita-pävana, the great savior of the fallen conditioned souls.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, I beg you to make me free from lust, desire, and anger like fire,
    So I can spiritually elevate in Kåñëa consciousness higher and higher.
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please protect my lusty heart from degradation
    And help me to attain the highest spiritual purification.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please help me follow the bhakti-yoga process
    As you want me to, and stop me from being a number-one nonsense.
Thus engage me in your preaching mission so intense.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please empower me to make my offering to you very lovely
    In the form of bringing to your lotus feet at least one conditioned soul monthly.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you’ve made me preach in Las Vegas, where challenges are huge,
    So I beg you to help me accept your lotus feet as my only refuge.

Please bless me with the shower of your divine mercy, which I badly need.
    I beg you to let me stay forever in the dust of your lotus feet,
Because this is the only way to get rid of every material weed
    And cultivate within my heart the bhakti-latä seed.

Your servants in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.

(written by Surapäla Däsa)

Leon 
Dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most respectful obeisances at the dust of your magnanimous lotus feet.
Every year, on your appearance day, it is a great pleasure to remember your most sacred person and 

activities, and of course your great sacrifice in coming to save us.
Every grateful Vaiñëava in the Western countries should be aware of your incredibly magnanimous 

boldness in taking all risks so that we could be able to taste the flavor of the holy name and the pleasure 
of serving the Supreme Lord, Kåñëa. You widely opened the bridge toward Kåñëa-loka.

We will never be able to repay even a tiny fraction of our debt to you for what you did and are do-
ing for us, Çréla Prabhupäda. We will always be indebted to you. Of course, it is a great pleasure to be 
indebted to you, because it means that as long as we remember our great and unrepayable debt to you, 
we will be connected to the most ecstatic seva: trying to attract the conditioned souls to the service of 
your lotus feet.

We deeply thank you for everything you’ve done and are doing for us, Çréla Prabhupäda. Please, please 
allow us to always remain your most indebted but grateful servants.

Your servants in Leon, Guanajuato, Mexico.
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Lome
In Spite of What We Are

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my prostrated obeisances. All glories to you!
This particular year I have a special realization in my service to Guru and Kåñëa. My Guru Mahäräja, 

His Holiness Bhakti Tértha Swami, of the blessed memory, often said to us in Africa that in spite of what 
we are (and of course that meant a lot, considering our various backgrounds full of passion and igno-
rance), your mission, Çréla Prabhupäda, would continue to make the necessary impact.

When you were physically present, Çréla Prabhupäda, devotees were certain that Kåñëa consciousness 
was going to bring about a new world order. Because of your holy presence and your holy association, 
devotees all over the world believed in your vision and were convinced that Kåñëa consciousness was 
the remedy for the world’s problems.

But when you removed your vapu association and the meaning of äcärya became confounded, we 
were all asking “What happened to Prabhupäda’s vision?” The promised land became a utopia and all 
the ideals of a Kåñëa conscious world under Kåñëa conscious leaders become like a reverie. But in spite 
of the shortcomings or inaccurate representations that begin to cloud the vision, many wonderful historic 
landmarks are dotting the map of the world of the Hare Kåñëas. So in spite of us, it appears that the pro-
gram of expanding the frontiers of Kåñëa consciousness cannot be checked by man’s imperfections.

Under the able leadership of your illustrious son Bhakti Tértha Swami, we firmly believed in your axiom 
that the word “impossible” is to be found in a fool’s dictionary. With him in front, we knew we would win 
many marathons together. Book distribution would not be just a lip service, but a loving service, Opening 
of new centers and construction of temples would not be wasted efforts but important steps in the effort 
to spread Kåñëa consciousness. Because he was always there for us, we reposed all our trust in him.

In his physical absence, though, the promised land is becoming further remote. Everyone who claimed 
they knew him the best are doing things he would never have authorized. Temples sold, lands abandoned, 
devotees in disarray, different philosophies for different occasions. You taught the highest philosophy 
for all times, and its basic points have always been well known and consistent:

Preaching is the essence.
Books are the basis.

Utility is the principle.
Purity is the force.

Do the needful.
First deserve, then desire.
Work now, samädhi later.

Love and trust.
Äcära-pracära.

A Vaiñëava is a perfect gentlemen.
First dress, then address.

Etc.

The principles you taught may appear like common sense, but common sense is not at all common. 
“A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush” is a simple English adage, but that kind of simple common 
sense does not prevail when we are ready to give up certainty for uncertainty.

Yet in spite of us and all our numerous mistakes, Kåñëa is still arranging many ways in which His 
glories may be known. Recently in Ghana there was an official state funeral for the foster father of ex-
President Rawlings. Mr. Rawlings had written in his will that he should be cremated and that the Hare 
Kåñëas should officiate at his funeral. He particularly stated that he did not want a Christian pastor at 
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his funeral. It was indeed an historic event. After the devotee’s sermon, all the ministers and other gov-
ernment dignitaries, including the former President, were demanding Kåñëa conscious literatures. This 
was beyond any preaching engagement we could have organized on our own. This is an example of how 
you bestow your mercy on devotees who are sincerely trying to carry out your order.

So in spite of us, and despite what we are, another property will soon be acquired in Togo as a perma-
nent residence for Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä–Govinda-Mädhava. Whether or not ISKCON as a society 
offers assistance for acquiring property for preaching, the Indian community here has already advanced 
$40,000 as partial payment for acquiring this property. Though we are still appealing to kind-hearted, 
generous donors for financial aid to acquire the property, we are convinced that in spite of us, Kåñëa has 
his own arrangement for accomplishing His divine mission, and we can only be instruments.

So I have been meditating seriously on my Guru Mahäräja’s words, and I see that he was perfectly 
correct. In spite of us, Çréla Prabhupäda, your mission will go from strength to strength. And now more 
than ever, I strongly believe in the Gétä’s statement that “Wherever there is Kåñëa, the master of all 
mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna, the supreme archer, there will also certainly be opulence, victory, 
extraordinary power, and morality.”

On this day of your appearance, Çréla Prabhupäda, I fervently pray that you give us the vision to be 
able to see Kåñëa everywhere, and that you make us into high-caliber devotees who can make His glory 
known to the world.

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants in Lome, Togo (West Africa). 

(written by Varäha Däsa)

London (Soho)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to Çré Çré Rädhä-Londonéçvara.
We feel most fortunate to be serving at ISKCON’s London center this year, as 2009 marks the fortieth 

anniversary of the start of ISKCON’s preaching in London and the thirtieth anniversary of the founding 
of Govinda’s restaurant.

How grateful we are to you, dear Çréla Prabhupäda, for fanning the spark of devotion in the hearts of 
the devotees who took so many risks to come to London and establish the Bury Place Temple.

How we delight in the pastime of how you met your beloved Deities Çré Çré Rädhä-Londonéçvara. While 
learned yogés take many lifetimes to capture the Lord in the heart, you took just minutes! And forty years 
on we have been given the priceless opportunity of performing some insignificant service for Them.

How many fortunate souls have traversed the steps of our temple?
How many devotees have occupied the post of temple president, temple commander, head püjäré, 

saìkértana leader, and so forth?
So many spirit souls have come and gone, and now we stand on the eve of the fortieth anniversary 

celebrations, feeling both humbled and grateful to have also received your mercy and compassion under 
the umbrella of ISKCON London.

We pray that you always remain prominent in our lives through your instructions.
We also pray that we may somehow imbibe the urgency you always preached about to become Kåñëa 

conscious now.
We remain your surrendered servants and hope that we can somehow please you and your beloved 

Deities Çré Çré Rädhä-Londonéçvara during this special year marking the most special moment when you 
came to save the conditioned souls of London.
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Your aspiring servants at ISKCON London (Soho), UK. 

(written by Bhäva Bhakti Devé Däsé)

London (south)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept the humble obeisances of all your granddisciples from South London at the dust of your 
divine lotus feet on this, the 113th anniversary of your appearance on this earth planet.

Service to all of mankind by going round the world and opening up temples.
Reeling in the hippies and making them happies by giving them Kåñëa prasädam.
Inspiring all and sundry by the vast library of books you left us.
Lovingly spreading the holy name through the saìkértana parties of your disciples
And granddisciples, who want to help you fulfill your desires to please your spiritual master.

Please keep on sending us your disciples to guide us and remind us of who we are,
Representing you and ultimately Kåñëa, 
Always tirelessly fighting Mäyä to protect your growing family,
Bringing your books alive by your guidance,
Hoping to save all the souls still rotting in this material pool,
Ultimately sending the poor souls to you in the spiritual world,
Proving that you are still with us and caring for what happens to us,
And fulfilling your promise that you love us with all your heart
Despite all our faults and crazy thinking,
And above all elevating us to the human platform through your books.

We thank you for being so kind and providing us with a guide map to come out of this material world 
via your books and disciples, and we pray that we can serve you in whatever way we can to help you 
spread the holy names.

Your fallen granddisciples in South London, UK.

Longdenville
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept out humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious an-
niversary of your appearance in this world!

Çréla Prabhupäda, for a conditioned soul to be able to glorify you is impossible, but, taking shelter of 
your devotees, we make this humble attempt.

When Kåñëa came five thousand years ago, He established dharma in the form of the Bhagavad-gétä. 
By doing so He gave such a sublime and expansive vault of knowledge that the Gétä has touched not 
only the lives of the Vaiñëavas, but countless others as well. In the same way, your coming to the West 
brought with it a renaissance of human thought through the medium of your transcendental books.
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Over the last two years we have offered weekly classes at the temple to systematically study your 
books, and thus far we have gone through the Bhagavad-gétä and The Nectar of Instruction. We have also 
begun a twice-monthly study of Çrémad-Bhägavatam and are currently studying The Nectar of Devotion. 
The idea of these classes is not to make scholars of the devotees or to mechanically study your books, 
but rather to help the devotees appreciate these wonderful gems of your life’s work.

While studying your books, I found the most amazing thing. More and more I realized that every word 
was not just written but rather carefully placed. Just as when a person assembles a puzzle from its vari-
ous pieces each piece has only one correct position, so when you penned your purports from the infinite 
sky of your realizations your precisely placed each word to indicate a specific meaning and intention.

Another amazing thing we found was how you have so carefully interwoven the deepest conclusions 
of the äcäryas amidst seemingly “basic purports.” An example of this is found in the Bhagavad-gétä:  

[So] a Kåñëa conscious man maintains himself by his work just to remain fit for action in the 
transcendental loving service of the Lord. He is therefore immune to all the reactions of his en-
deavors. Like an animal, he has no proprietorship even over his own body. A cruel proprietor 
of an animal sometimes kills the animal in his possession, yet the animal does not protest. Nor 
does it have any real independence. [Bhagavad-gétä 4.21, purport] 

In this passage the man in full knowledge is being described. When reading it we were amazed. A 
casual reader will find that it deals with the self-realized soul, but one who reads deeper may discover a 
very esoteric sentiment, that of the love of the gopés for Kåñëa. And who has a greater realization than 
those most beloved of Kåñëa? 

These are just two examples of the amazing gift you have given us and the world. 
Çréla Prabhupäda, on this momentous occasion, we simply pray that we may be able to serve you by 

gaining more appreciation for you books, not only by distributing them for others’ benefit but by “dis-
tributing” them to ourselves. We pray that day by day we may be able to serve your great mission with 
more and more enthusiasm and give greater care to those who are showing interest—even the faintest 
interest—in the path of kåñëa-bhakti.

Your humble servants at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha Mandir, Longdenville, Trinidad.

Malaga
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
Every day in our temple we follow the spiritual program you established for all of us: waking up early 

for maìgala-ärati, chanting sixteen rounds of japa, greeting Their Lordships (Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi) and 
holding Çrémad-Bhägavatam class—all in the good association of devotees. By your causeless mercy, 
the mere application of your instructions through this daily program—whether with devotion or at least 
out of obedience—is softening our hearts, and little by little we are understanding more and more what 
spiritual life is all about and who Çré Kåñëa is.

As we are experiencing in our personal lives that your vision and precepts are completely perfect and 
bestow tremendous spiritual benefit, we are similarly confident that your proposition of a way of life 
based on simple living and high thinking is perfect in all respects and will benefit not only our ISKCON 
Society but also society at large.

You envisioned the devotees living together in rural communities, in the open space of the country-
side; you envisioned our economy being based on the land and the cows and their products, and you 
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envisioned a society organized on the basis of people being engaged in occupations according to their 
natures. To attain these goals, you advised us to distribute land to our members where they can live 
and be productive, where they can construct their houses and raise their families and at the same time 
have Kåñëa in the center and perform all activities for Him.

Furthermore, as early as 1975 you saw the need to establish on each farm a varëäçrama college for 
professional training. Unfortunately, today—almost thirty-five years later—we have done very little to 
establish our own Society according to your instructions.

It is our dream to fulfill this desire of yours, and therefore we are asking for your blessings. The world 
is facing its worst economic crisis since 1929. Forty years ago you predicted that the present artificial 
civilization has no future and is doomed to fail. We were very slow to understand the urgent need to 
implement your call for an alternative way of life. Fortunately, many of your disciples and followers are 
finally working to complete your mission. The present materialistic society is being defeated by the Lord’s 
mäyä, and everyone can now clearly see the importance of your community projects for the welfare of 
all humankind. To give shelter to all kinds of people and act for their spiritual upliftment (para-upakära) 
is the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and therefore the mission of your ISKCON movement.

On this auspicious occasion, we pledge to use all our energy, all our economic means, and all our skills 
to fulfill your holy mission. Being aware of your teachings that the final result depends on Çré Kåñëa, we 
will try to offer you this result by your next Vyäsa-püjä, namely to establish some sample of your Society 
based on simply living and high thinking. Although we don’t have the qualification, we have full faith in 
your words, and we pray with eagerness for your causeless mercy.

Begging to remain in the service to your lotus feet, 

Your servants at ISKCON Malaga, Spain.

(written by Jévatattva Däsa) 

Manokvari 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

All glories to Çré Guru and Gauräëga! All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!
Please accept our humble obeisances. Please kindly be merciful to us, your insignificant servants in 

West Papua, so that we will be able to remain on the path of bhakti, Kåñëa consciousness. 
O Çréla Prabhupäda, I feel that I do not have enough words to glorify your greatness. You are most 

merciful. Just by having full faith in your guru and Kåñëa, you took out of India the most valuable, in-
comparable wealth in the form of Kåñëa consciousness and spread it to the Western countries, and then 
to the whole world.

You are the most beloved disciple of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura. You proved Lord  
Caitanya’s prediction that the holy name of the Lord would be chanted in every village and town all 
over the world. And now His holy names are being vibrated here in West Papua, in the eastern part of 
Indonesia. You have also translated and published many spiritual literatures, such as Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
and Bhagavad-gétä, which help bring us closer to Kåñëa.

You are the head of the Vaiñëava spiritual family known as ISKCON, which can bring unity to the whole 
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human race. The whole world is indebted to Your Divine Grace. Even though you have left us physically, 
you are present through the teachings in your books. And now Lord Caitanya’s mission is being contin-
ued by your disciples through book distribution, prasädam distribution, the building of temples, and the 
establishment of various centers, schools, etc. These are all getting full attention from your disciples. 
But one mission of yours that has not yet gotten full attention is varëäçrama-dharma. 

At present, we here in Manokvari are learning to develop this mission by having a farmhouse and 
engaging in cow protection. In Manokvari, at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Manohara Äçrama, we have a small piece 
of land, about two hectares, and also three cows. In this way we are trying to develop varëäçrama-
dharma. We are trying to be self-sufficient by making our own coconut oil, planting vegetables, cooking 
with biogas, etc. 

We pray that, by your kind mercy, we will be able to at least maintain what we have now and gradu-
ally improve our devotion to guru and Kåñëa through varëäçrama-dharma.

Your servants at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Manohara Mandir, Monokvari, Irian Jaya, West Papua, Indonesia.

(written by Duräçaya Däsa)

Melbourne 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

We offer our most humble obeisances repeatedly at your lotus feet.
We are happy to report that your ISKCON family continues to grow here at the Melbourne temple. As 

a result of the four processes of book distribution, prasädam distribution, Deity worship, and harinäma-
saìkértana, an increasing number of people in the wider community are embracing and appreciating the 
movement you established.

There is an undeniable potency in what you have created for us. The programs for preaching are 
very simple, but as you stated repeatedly, their success depends on our following the standard rules 
very seriously. You understood very clearly what we needed in order to become Kåñëa conscious. We 
continue to be appreciative and amazed at how expertly you created your Society and its structured 
programs for bringing everyone to the platform of Kåñëa consciousness. Wherever we see pure devo-
tional service being executed enthusiastically under your guidance, we can observe very positive and 
significant results. Our personal and collective success in ISKCON becomes consolidated when we stick 
sincerely to what you have given us.

With your deep understanding of the desires of the previous äcäryas, combined with your profound 
realizations of their teachings, you have kindly presented these conclusions to the world at large—this 
is your great gift to humanity. Many people all over the planet are appreciating this gift, and we hope 
that as time goes by your contribution will be appropriately recognized more universally. 

We feel a great debt of gratitude for the opportunities you have created for us. As your servants here 
in Melbourne, we pray to be able to continue to serve you with enthusiasm, thus assisting you in your 
mission in whatever way we can. 

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Your servants at Mahäprabhu Mandir, Melbourne, Australia. 

(written by Prabhu Dasa) 
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Miami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. Every year on the occasion of your 
Vyäsa-püjä, when we celebrate your appearance in this mortal world, we have an opportunity to express 
and increase our appreciation of all that you have given us. Your gift is not only for those who understand 
your mission and are trying to serve it, but it is for the whole world. 

Clearly, you have given us many temples, your transcendental literatures, the process of Deity worship, 
prasädam, and knowledge of the perfection of the human form of life. Your millions of servants and well-
wishers gratefully acknowledge that these blessings are directly your selfless contribution to whoever 
will accept them. In your letters you always wrote, “Please accept my blessings.” You were begging us to 
accept your blessings in the form of everything you gave us to help us become Kåñëa conscious. What 
you are not given due credit for are the long-range residual effects of your mission. 

You injected human society with the medicine of devotional service and the chanting of the holy 
names of the Lord. As a result, innumerable temples have sprung up around the world, where devotional 
service is performed daily and the holy names are regularly chanted. Not only do those acts purify 
the performers, but they purify and change the whole world. For example, since you established the 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness in 1966, the world has witnessed a great increase in 
the number of vegetarians and those who aspire to become vegetarian. Animal slaughter goes on in the 
absence of mercy, and the last traces of mercy that still exist are set to decline throughout this age. And 
yet, the effects of Kali-yuga are being counteracted by Lord Caitanya’s saìkértana movement. As the 
founder-äcärya of ISKCON, you have firmly established His movement through the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness. 

Even though this is clearly Kali-yuga, we can see positive changes, changes we never expected. Com-
munism was a great thorn in the sides of those who wanted to practice religious life, but by the grace 
of Lord Caitanya, communism failed in the former USSR and Kåñëa consciousness is becoming firmly 
established there. Even the world struggle for control of oil has started to lead to the development of 
alternative energy sources like solar power, wind, electric cars, and so on. This is contrary to the material 
trend of Kali-yuga, which is to increase sinful life more and more. You have taught us how greatly sinful 
it is to exploit the earth’s resources for sense gratification. To the degree that the population is sinful, 
the blessings that Lord Caitanya has given through you and your mission will not be accepted. Lord 
Caitanya’s saìkértana movement is helping to hold back the bad effects of this Kali-yuga, and through 
His external energy He is mystically transforming the world in favor of genuine spiritual life.

You established the Kåñëa consciousness movement as a brahminical movement. You wanted to cre-
ate a class of brähmaëas, or first-class men and women, who could show the world by example how to 
live in Kåñëa consciousness. You are training us to be ideal by character, by religion, by behavior, and 
by education. You have told us that this Kåñëa consciousness movement will continue to increase for 
the next ten thousand years. You have also told us that if even one percent of the world becomes ideal 
men, the rest of the world will follow and will become peaceful by accepting the principles of Kåñëa 
consciousness, even if they cannot immediately follow them. 

Your sincere devotees all over the world are working hard to maintain and increase this movement. 
Here at ISKCON Miami, New Naimiñäraëya Forest, we are also working hard to propagate your mission. 
Over the years we have met many difficult challenges, and have several times faced the clear reality that 
we could lose our temple. But we have remained steadfast in our dedication to maintain your temple 
and service to our Deities, and gradually we are seeing some light at the end of the tunnel. In fact, we 
are confident that we have achieved some special blessing of the Lord as a result of not abandoning 
ship when times grew rough. 

We fully expect that wonderful changes will continue to come about in the future. Our financial burden 
has decreased, and the temple’s relationship with the devotee community is improving. Overall, we are 
working to establish Kåñëa consciousness in Miami, especially in Coconut Grove, so that it will become 
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a Kåñëa conscious city. If one percent of the world’s population becomes ideal, the rest of the world will 
follow. So if one percent of the people in Coconut Grove become devotees, the rest of the people here 
would likely strive to follow their example. 

We hope that you were pleased with our special efforts to inundate Coconut Grove with love of Kåñëa 
during our first Coconut Grove Kåñëa Fest. Both temple devotees and congregational members were 
excited about being engaged in putting on this three-day festival during the same weekend we celebrated 
Lord Nityänanda’s appearance day. We even engaged a group of young-adult devotees from another 
temple. Some members of this ecstatic Gurukuli bhajan group said this was the best festival for Lord 
Nityänanda’s appearance that they had ever taken part in.

During your physical presence in this world, the devotees in every temple were eager to bring you 
new prospective disciples and news of their temple’s achievements. In the same way, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
we aspire for the day when we will be able to offer you Coconut Grove as a Kåñëa conscious city. If a 
modern American city were to become Kåñëa conscious and peaceful, and could practically execute 
all the normal functions of a city, for sure the rest of the suffering world would watch and other cities 
would gradually develop in the same way. 

In the Caitanya-caritämåta (Ädi-lélä 8.5), Çréla Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja writes,

 müka kavitva kare yäì-sabära smaraëe
 paìgu giri laìghe, andha dekhe tärä-gaëe

“By remembering the lotus feet of the Païca-tattva, a dumb man can become a poet, a lame man can 
cross mountains, and a blind man can see the stars in the sky.” In other words, just by remembering 
Lord Caitanya and his associates, that which would normally be impossible will become possible. Of 
course, remembering Lord Caitanya means serving His mission, and serving His mission means that we 
must serve the order of his pure devotee. As the founder-äcärya of the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, you have established certain rules and standards for all who join your mission. You have 
commanded without exception that we all daily chant sixteen rounds of the Hare Kåñëa mantra and 
that we abstain from four sinful acts: eating meat, fish, or eggs, having illicit sex, using any intoxicants, 
and gambling. You also insisted that we attend the morning and evening temple programs and work co-
operatively to propagate this movement. By following these simple rules you gave us, we can accomplish 
the seemingly impossible. 

We know that many of the devotees in our movement and associated with our Miami temple do not 
strictly follow all of the regulative principles or chant sixteen rounds of the Hare Kåñëa mantra daily. 
Therefore we pray that you will continue to guide us and bless us to be able to follow the basic stan-
dards of Kåñëa consciousness so that we can not only become pure devotees of Lord Kåñëa ourselves 
but achieve our desire to one day offer you Coconut Grove as a Kåñëa conscious city, complete with 
gurukula schools, prasädam restaurants, city government leaders who are devotees, citywide Kåñëa 
conscious festivals, and an all-pervasive spiritual atmosphere that will inspire anyone who visits to want 
to know about Lord Kåñëa.

Your humble servants at the ISKCON temple in Miami, Florida, USA.

Montreal
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
It is a great pleasure and an honor for me that on this most auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä I can 

present this humble offering on behalf of your servants at the Montreal yäträ.
In the sixties, in the days when I began to seek illumination, it was a fashion to have a guru, and I 

wondered what a guru would be like. I could very easily have been cheated, because I had no clue what 
a great soul was. By Kåñëa’s mercy, however, I did not have to go through the process of searching, 
testing, etc., nor was I fooled by anyone, because you came to me first. Thus in full satisfaction I wit-
nessed a genuine guru in Your Divine Grace. We saw with our own eyes how you acted, spoke, thought, 
taught, wrote, preached, worshiped, etc. Indeed, we witnessed all the famous qualities of a Vaiñëava 
emanate from your good self. Like a touchstone, you changed so many rascals like me into devotees. 
You always put Kåñëa in the center and did not take any personal credit for anything, and you made 
sure we acted in the same way. You showed us the real meaning of compassion by rescuing us from our 
miserable condition of life. You conquered the hearts of so many, and anyone who had the privilege of 
meeting you was transformed. The quest for the Absolute Truth ends with you; there is absolutely no 
need to go somewhere else. It starts and ends in appreciation of you. Anyone can perfect his or her life 
by serving you. It is only by unmotivated service that we can achieve your lotus feet. How could it be 
otherwise? You are never impressed by anything except by hard work in Kåñëa consciousness. You are 
like a thunder bolt for those who take undue advantage of this Kåñëa consciousness movement, and you 
are soft like a rose for the sincere soul who wants to please you.

You once said, “If you are not able to increase what I have started, then at least maintain it. Above 
all, don’t spoil anything.” 

You started this Montreal yäträ in 1967, and by your grace it is still going on. The devotional service 
all of us here engage in to maintain this center is performed in full knowledge that we are pleasing you, 
because we know that ISKCON Montreal is dear to your heart. You are pleased to see that a project 
you worked to establish is being taken care of nicely by your sincere devotees. Your pleasure alone is 
so rewarding that we don’t want anything else. Your joy is our joy, and your disappointment our fear. 
Even though we don’t feel qualified, by your mercy everything is possible. Therefore we are taking 
responsibility for your mission here in Montreal, and to please you we are ready to do the needful. We 
are uniting together and stand strong for you. We will face any difficulty and work it out to please you. 
We will take nice care of Çré Çré Rädhä-Manohara, Çré Çré Rädhä-Madanamohana, Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, and 
Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä. We will keep on performing the äratis, going on harinäma, 
distributing your transcendental books, and conducting the Sunday Feast, Ratha-yäträ, and all the other 
festivals you introduced. Here in Montreal there are so many opportunities for preaching, and by your 
grace we will do what is necessary to represent you in all instances. After all, ISKCON is not a social club 
but a preaching movement. Without you we are nothing, but with you standing by our side we are the 
best. We hope we will never forget to whom it all belongs.

Your humble servants in Montreal, Canada.

(written by Anubhäva Däsa)

Mumbai (Juhu)
Our dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace!

On January 12, 2009, we performed a Bhümi-püjä and laid the foundation stone for the new building of the 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Mission School on your property in Sastri Nagar. We are ready to start the construc-
tion, but we have to wait for government permission. Please guide us to develop this project properly.
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As we planned last year, this year we replaced the old kalaças on top of the temple domes with new 
gilded ones. We are now designing the flagstaffs that will be placed on top of the domes. Your guidance 
is essential.

Your GBC body accepted our invitation to hold their general meeting in your “office,” and last Octo-
ber the meeting was successfully held here. We tried our best to serve the members, and they were so 
pleased with the service that they graciously accepted our invitation to meet here again in October of 
this year. Please give us the intelligence to serve them better this year.

Last October, during the GBC meeting, your dear servant His Holiness Jayapatäka Swami underwent 
a serious health problem. We did our best to serve him with all the facilities at our disposal. He is recu-
perating well, and we are sure this is pleasing to Your Divine Grace.

Among all temples in the world, ISKCON Juhu came in second place in 2008 in your transcendental book 
distribution program. This year we are increasing our book distribution by engaging the congregational 
devotees. We seek your blessings so that we may emerge as the top distributor this year.

One of your dearest devotees in Mumbai, Çré P.L. Sethiji, passed away on February 16, 2009. During his 
final days, the devotees performed continuous kértana at his bedside, and everybody devotedly attended 
the funeral. We hope you are pleased with our service to Çré Sethiji.

We are establishing a kitchen on Hare Krishna Land for the midday meal program. Please give us the 
intelligence to understand your mood for this prasädam distribution, and guide us how to execute it. 

During his recent visit, His Holiness Giriräja Swami mentioned that the guestrooms in the Heaven on 
Earth building are nice. He commented that the old guesthouse rooms could be renovated to match the 
new ones. We are therefore renovating the rooms in the old guesthouse. We hope they are befitting the 
standard of your “office.”

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for giving us this rare opportunity to render service at the lotus feet of 
Çré Çré Rädhä-Räsabiharéjé.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Juhu, Mumbai, India.
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Nagpur
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the glori-
ous occasion of your auspicious Vyäsa-püjä! 

We dedicate this day to remembering you, Çréla Prabhupäda, but actually we think of you and medi-
tate on your glorious life every single day because without your teachings, where would we be? The 
chaos in the world today is beyond the ability of most people to handle well, if at all. Negative emotions 
such as fear, anger, anxiety, and distress decrease people’s ability to solve problems and weaken their 
resilience, leading to the use of drugs and alcohol to mitigate the hopelessness of life. Their only hope is 
Kåñëa consciousness, which you worked so hard to give everyone in the world.

Without ever meeting you personally, we have grown to love you so much. We have read books by other 
historical figures, but there is certainly no feeling for the authors. We respond to you because of your cause-
less mercy upon those who are suffering in this material world, because you showed us the way, took us 
out of our mediocre lives, and gave us a road map to discover what true living really means. You taught us 
how to achieve the ultimate goal of life, how to go where we truly belong, back home, back to Godhead. 

We had so much confusion about God. Who is God? Where is God? Does He really exist? In no un-
certain terms, you disclosed the identity of God and revealed it to the general populace. “Kåñëa is God,” 
you said, “the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is what He looks like, these are His activities, this 
is where He lives.” You validated all your statements with proof from the ancient scriptures of India. You 
gave us the answers to all our questions. 

Although there were so many translations of the Bhagavad-gétä, reading them simply confused people 
more and more, whereas reading your Bhagavad-gétä As It Is leaves no doubt in anyone’s mind about the 
identity of God, our own identity, and our relationship with Him. You gave us the chanting of the Hare 
Kåñëa mantra and gorgeous Deities in beautiful temples, the opulent worship of whom had never before 
been seen in the world. You made the scriptures accessible to us all, in many languages, transporting us 
to the spiritual world, a world we never even knew existed. You taught us to develop a higher taste and 
that food offered to Kåñëa was not just food but prasädam, the mercy of the Lord. 

On your departure, you left behind your beloved disciples to carry on your work. It is said that one 
who serves the guru’s message really worships him, and this we see in your disciples. They have not 
only maintained ISKCON but increased it by their commitment and sustained efforts. They are serving 
you so nicely by broadcasting Lord Caitanya’s message all over the world. Because of their sincere hard 
work, many, many others have also been inspired to become part of the tapestry of ISKCON.

This year, Çréla Prabhupäda, we experienced a very happy event. There was a new temple opening at 
Aravade, Maharashtra, the birthplace of your dear disciple His Holiness Lokanäth Swami, our Guru Mahäräja. 
It is a magnificent temple, constructed with great care and love. Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäla are very, very beauti-
ful, and very merciful, too. The opening was attended by many of Mahäräja’s disciples who came from all 
countries of the world. Many of Mahäräja’s godbrothers and godsisters also attended the various functions. 
They all appreciated the gorgeous temple. It was so heart-warming to hear them all praising Mahäräja and 
glorifying him for his lifetime’s work. Mahäräja said, “It is just a small glimpse of the spiritual world.” Do you 
remember that you wanted him to make everyone in his village Kåñëa conscious so that they would not all 
run to the cities? Well, this temple will now be the mainstay of village life there.

What greater fortune could there be than to be given the gift of Kåñëa consciousness by a pure devo-
tee? And for that, we have you to thank. Because of you we are all the most fortunate souls—we have 
knowledge of Kåñëa. This is real knowledge, and we do not have to look elsewhere anymore.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we hear and read of so many great things being accomplished by all the ISKCON 
centers worldwide. So far, we have not done anything glorious or outstanding. We have still to transcend 
our limitations to achieve a higher goal. We do not ask for greatness, but please shower us with bless-
ings so that we may cooperate to serve our spiritual master and Your Divine Grace by propagating the 
message of Lord Caitanya, the message of Godhead.

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda! All glories to Çré Guru and Çré Gauräìga!

Your humble servants at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha Temple in Nagpur, India. 
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New Biharvan
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet, the only comforting place in this great 
forest of the material world.

The city of Boise has many hundreds of trees (boise is French for “trees”) and a river running through it, 
and lately we can also see a forest of relatively tall office buildings. The city is surrounded by mountains 
and desert. Several times it has been rated one of the top fifty American cities in which to live. Boiseans 
feel very fortunate to live here, not realizing the miseries that lie in their path. In actuality, Boise, like any 
other modern city, very much resembles the forest described in chapters 13 and 14 of the Fifth Canto of 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, during talks between King Rahügaëa and Jaòa Bharata. 

In the summary to chapter 13 you write: 

The brähmaëa Jaòa Bharata became very kind to King Rahügaëa, and to disassociate him from 
the material world, he spoke figuratively of the forest of the material world. He explained that 
this material world is like a great forest in which one becomes entangled due to association with 
material life.

In your purport to verse 1 of chapter 14, you write:

Since the material world is compared herein to a forest, it may be argued that in Kali-yuga modern 
civilization is mainly situated in the cities. A great city, however, is like a great forest. Actually 
city life is more dangerous than life in the forest. If one enters an unknown city without friend 
or shelter, living in that city is more difficult than living in a forest. There are many big cities all 
over the surface of the globe, and wherever one looks he sees the struggle for existence going 
on twenty-four hours a day. People rush about in cars going seventy and eighty miles an hour, 
constantly coming and going, and this sets the scene of the great struggle for existence. One 
has to rise early in the morning and travel in that car at breakneck speed. There is always the 
danger of an accident, and one has to take great care. In his automobile, the living entity is full 
of anxieties, and his struggle is not at all auspicious.”

We in ISKCON Boise, New Biharvan, are a community of gåhastha devotees struggling in the material 
forest and living the scenario presented by you. The community has seen many tribulations during the 
last year as the world becomes more and more hellish and the fires of recession, unemployment, and 
layoffs decimates the congregation and temple devotees.

The ray of sunshine in the Boise forest is Your Divine Grace. Just as the brähmaëa Jaòa Bharata be-
came very kind to King Rahügaëa and spoke to him to disassociate him from the material world, you 
speak to us every day with your powerful purports to disassociate us from this material world. You not 
only point out the problems but very kindly and decisively give us the solution. In your summary of 
chapter 14, “The Material World as the Great Forest of Enjoyment,” you write, “Without the protection 
of an all-merciful Vaiñëava. the conditioned soul cannot get out of the clutches of mäyä.” For us on this 
earth planet, you are that all-merciful Vaiñëava who can protect us and get us out of mäyä. You are the 
sena-pati in Lord Caitanya’s army who are saving lost souls from the terrorism of mäyä.

Thus in the purport to verse 1 of chapter 14 you write:
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The most important information in this verse is hari-guru-caraëa-aravinda-madhukara-anupädavém. 
In this material world the conditioned souls are baffled by their activities, and sometimes they are 
relieved after great difficulty. On the whole the conditioned soul is never happy. He simply struggles 
for existence. Actually his only business is to accept the spiritual master, the guru, and through him 
he must accept the lotus feet or the Lord. This is explained by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu: guru-kåñëa-
prasäde päya bhakti-latä-béja. People struggling for existence in the forests or cities of the material 
world are not actually enjoying life. They are simply suffering different pains and pleasures, generally 
pains that are always inauspicious. They try to gain release from these pains, but they cannot due to 
ignorance. For them it is stated in the Vedas: tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet. When the liv-
ing entity is lost in the forest of the material world, in the struggle for existence, his first business is to 
find a bona fide guru who is always engaged at the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Viñëu. After all, if he is at all eager to be relieved of the struggle for existence, he must find a bona 
fide guru and take instructions at his lotus feet. In this way he can get out of the struggle.

You further write: 

This Kåñëa consciousness movement has been started to give an opportunity to all the members of 
human society, who are misled by foolish leaders. No one can get out of this struggle for existence, 
which is full of miseries, without accepting a pure devotee of the Lord. The material attempt changes 
from one position to another, and no one actually gains relief from the struggle for existence. The only 
resort is the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master, and, through him, the lotus feet of the Lord.

Similarly, we struggle. However, we feel very fortunate to have the shelter of your exalted self, your 
books, your purports in them, the beautiful Çré Çré Rädhä-Baìkebihäré, your disciples, and other senior 
Vaiñëavas who come to our forest distributing their mercy. In a small way, the devotees in New Biharvan 
also try to give other Boiseans an opportunity to taste your greatness through the Deities, your books, 
festivals, and prasädam.

Please keep us under the cooling shade of your most divine lotus feet.

The devotees at New Biharvan, Boise, Idaho, USA.

(written by Anantarüpa Däsa)
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New Dvärakä
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your most merciful lotus feet. We pray that you will 

accept this feeble attempt to glorify you on this auspicious day of your appearance.
In Çrémad-Bhägavatam (3.25.20) Lord Kapila states:

 prasaìgam ajaraà päçam   ätmanaù kavayo viduù
 sa eva sädhuñu kåto   mokña-dväram apävåtam

“Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is the greatest entanglement of 
the spirit soul. But that same attachment, when applied to the self-realized devotees, opens the door 
of liberation.”

Over the years, by your association, Çréla Prabhupäda, we are gradually recognizing how deeply attached 
we are to this material existence. We don’t want to say that we understand, because if we understood 
the consequences we would act upon that understanding. That has not been our fortune; rather, we have 
been chewing the chewed, time and time again, like a moth repeatedly bouncing off a light.

 kåñëa bhuli’ sei jéva anädi-bahirmukha
 ataeva mäyä täre deya saàsära-duùkha

“Forgetting Kåñëa, the living entity has been attracted by the external feature from time immemorial. 
Therefore the illusory energy (mäyä) gives him all kinds of misery in his material existence.” Just like a 
moth attracted to a light, we are insanely attracted to mäyä, but our only reward is a lot of misery and, 
as with the moth, an uneventful death.

You stated in a Bhagavad-gétä lecture in London in 1973 that the goal of human life is to be immortal. 
This is not some fantasy or movie-superhero idea, where you get stuck here in the material world and 
live a lonely life, watching everyone around you dying. Even the scientists have no idea what immortal-
ity means or how to achieve it.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam states, mahat-seväà dväram ähur vimuktes. The door to this knowledge and exis-
tence is opened by serving the self-realized soul. Serving means first hearing. The Bhagavad-gétä states, 
vyäsa-prasädäc chrutavän etad guhyam ahaà param. Saïjaya states that it is by the mercy of Vyäsa that 
he could understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One has to understand Kåñëa through the 
medium of one who knows Him. To understand the eternal through a medium is still a direct experience. 
You are that bona fide medium, Çréla Prabhupäda, as evidenced by your words and deeds. 

The Lord states in the Bhagavad-gétä (18.57), cetasä sarva-karmäëi mayi sannyasya mat-paraù. You 
only depended on Kåñëa, working under His protection, always conscious of Him; therefore you were 
never unduly anxious in executing your mission of spreading Kåñëa consciousness. We, on the other 
hand, are always anxious because of being in the bodily concept of life.

You stated in a letter in 1975: 

Those who are not sober cannot understand how the spirit soul is changing from one body to 
another, that the modern education is producing only the adhéra class who are neither sober 
nor educated.
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You worked tirelessly to give the world your books and show the proper example, but we are so 
unfortunate that we haven’t taken your teachings and example seriously. We are so condemned! But in 
another letter in 1970 you stated: 

Because the Vaiñëavas are there, there is ample chance for the demons to be blessed by the 
devotees. The devotees of the Lord are so powerful that each and every one of them has the 
power of delivering many demons, even those condemned by the Lord.

Because you are such a Vaiñëava, we feel hopeful that you will feel compassion upon our lowly selves. 
We have no claim to your mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda, but the preaching work of the Kåñëa consciousness 
movement is specifically meant for delivering the most fallen. You said that because this is the Age of 
Kali people are not very much eager to accept genuine things. That is true of us, which makes us dis-
appointed in ourselves, for you are giving the most genuine process, kåñëa-bhakti. Yet we pray for your 
compassion and the strength to endure whatever austerities it may take to attract your attention.

For yourself you ask nothing except that we assist you in fulfilling the desire of your guru, Çréla Bhakti-
siddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, to spread Kåñëa consciousness around the world. You said we would be 
successful if we didn’t slacken off or neglect our “routine work,” namely, rising early, cleansing, chanting 
sixteen rounds daily, and performing street saìkértana. Even in that you have been so kind, simplifying 
it for us. “Regarding preaching work, if you simply reproduce verbatim the purports which I have given 
in Çrémad-Bhägavatam and chant Hare Kåñëa with ecstasy, that will be sufficient for your preaching.” 
Please bless us to be one of the hundreds of bona fide students you said you required in the Kåñëa con-
sciousness movement.

Prahläda Mahäräja says, çoce tato vimukha-cetasa indriyärtha-mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vi-
müòhän. The devotee’s anxiety is that the whole world is in need of Kåñëa consciousness. You said to 
one disciple that by Kåñëa’s grace your anxiety was televised to him in his dream. Please use whatever 
means are necessary, Çréla Prabhupäda, to make it clear to our dull heads.

The Lord says in the Bhagavad-gétä (18.67):

 idaà te nätapaskäya   näbhaktäya kadäcana
 na cäçuçrüñave väcyaà   na ca mäà yo ‘bhyasüyati

“This confidential knowledge may never be explained to those who are not austere, or devoted, or en-
gaged in devotional service, nor to one who is envious of Me.”

We may not be austere, we may lack devotion, and we may even perform our service mechanically, 
but we have firm faith in your message that Çré Kåñëa is our Lord and best friend. You once said, “Our 
business is to glorify Kåñëa as the Lord of Våndävana and to popularize Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s 
Hare Kåñëa movement.” Please give us your mercy so that we may be attached only to this business.

Çréla Prabhupäda, dayä koro more.

Your humble servants in New Dvärakä, Los Angeles, California, USA.

(written by Naikätmä Däsa)

New Gokula (Australia)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
May your glorious deeds be resounded in all directions, for this day marks the only really significant 
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milestone in modern history. Forget independence day, country-founding day, the Queen’s birthday, 
mother’s day, father’s day, Christmas, and Easter. Just farcical.

May the exalted qualities of your spotless character be studied and appreciated. A pure devotee’s 
qualities set the standard for human behavior.

May honest souls in this world offer their heartfelt gratitude for your unmatchable contribution to 
peace in the world.

And may we always remain grateful to be among the many recipients of your kind blessings.
Without your continuing intervention, how could we possibly, on our own, free ourselves from our 

karmic destinies?
Together we are grappling to imbibe the serious lessons on Kåñëa conscious practices revealed in 

the Bhaktivedanta purports and subsequently revealed to us in the unfolding process of the spiritual 
journey.

Today we few devotees here in the New Gokula farming community bow down at your beautiful lotus 
feet, feeling awed by the import of this occasion, the 113th anniversary of your divine appearance. Please 
allow our small cup of gratitude to swell into a flowing stream of lifetime service to your transcendental 
ISKCON.

Your servants at the New Gokula Farm, Millfield, Australia.

(written by Käliya-Kåñëa Däsa)

New Govardhana (Australia)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
In 1935 Bon Maharaja returned from his preaching efforts in Europe, and you were seated among the 

assembled Vaiñëavas to receive him. Such an auspicious gathering! The mood was one of great hope and 
jubilation. Following in the footsteps of Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté desired 
to spread Kåñëa consciousness throughout the whole world, and with constant appeals he encouraged 
his followers to do it. Previously, the supreme teachings and mercy of Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu 
were confined within the boundaries of India, but now those boundaries had suddenly been breeched, 
and it seemed that a great wave of Kåñëa consciousness would soon inundate the Western world. 

Not long thereafter, however, the untimely disappearance of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura 
descended like dense fog over the Gauòéya mission, and the devotees were plunged into sadness, dismay, 
and confusion. In the wake of their loss, the urgency for preaching in the West somehow faded away. 
The world had lost its great spiritual protector, and those inroads to Europe made by Bon Mahäräja 
gradually disappeared. But deep within your heart, Çréla Prabhupäda, the desire of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté remained alive, growing stronger and stronger, and the time inevitably came when there was 
no containing it.

As an entry in a book describing the world history of religion might read:

1965. His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda suddenly emerges onto the 
world stage, and with the instructions of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura as his life and 
soul, he proceeds to inundate the whole world with a great flood of Kåñëa consciousness. On 
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the order of his spiritual master and directly under the shelter of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda appears in the West and chants the holy 
name of the Lord: Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, 
Räma, Räma, Hare Hare. 

The rest, of course, is history, but what a wonderful spiritual history it is, worthy even of the pages of 
the grantha-räja, Çrémad-Bhägavatam! Yes, Çréla Prabhupäda, you brought to the West that most valuable 
gift—Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the beautiful story of the Personality of Godhead—but you also wonderfully 
played an extended part in those pastimes yourself by being the living example of the topmost devotee 
absorbed in devotional service and love of God. 

So how do we thank you? Your pastimes bestow so much transcendental happiness when we hear 
them! You are always there for us! In the beginning! In the middle! And in the end!! Had you not come, 
how could we have ever begun this transcendental journey, and if not for you, how could we ever com-
plete it? Had you not come, how could we have found sense in the world? Indeed, how could the world 
find any sense in itself? And how could it even survive?

Seeing the tragic condition of Kali-yuga, Mother Earth suffers so much, but somehow or other she 
continues to bear the pain just to facilitate the transcendental movement of your lotus feet. After all, 
your lotus feet are very soothing for those hankering after Kåñëa consciousness, and the Earth is no 
exception. As long as you continue to bless her with your presence, she will bear any pain to support 
your transcendental endeavor. 

Yes, Çréla Prabhupäda, how do we really thank you? Perhaps we should follow the example of Mother 
Earth. Perhaps we can follow in her footsteps. Perhaps we can bear all the pain, separation, trials and 
tribulations, as long as we surrender to the transcendental movement of your lotus feet. We will do what 
it takes. We will even agree among ourselves. And we will beg to remain

Your eternal servants, the residents and friends of ISKCON New Govardhana, Australia.

(written by Veëu-Gopäla Däsa)

New Govardhana (San Diego)  
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Your Divine Grace, I serve you and the devotee community as the temple president of ISKCON of San 
Diego, and I am writing this offering on the behalf of our community. Since I am a person, an individual 
unit of consciousness, my knowledge and objectivity about the world outside of me is limited to my ex-
perience, the vision of reality as it looks from my corner. I pray and hope to objectively express myself 
on behalf of our community.

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, your pleasure and satisfaction is the measure of our success. Before meet-
ing Your Divine Grace, we were all souls drifting about the material creation, chronically and painfully 
lacking purpose and direction. Some of us met you in person, whereas most of us met you in the form of 
your books, or we met your representatives. The lack of purpose rendered our lives useless. Anything 
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without a purpose is devoid of value and is discarded as garbage. This is the position of conditioned souls 
in the physical creation. To avoid existential crises, poor souls opt to distract themselves by engaging 
their knowledge-acquiring senses with sensual objects, their only aim being distraction. Such a life is a 
sad one. For such people, no matter how jolly they may look externally, deep inside there is nothing but 
sadness and suffering. 

As a perfect conductor of Kåñëa’s mercy, Kåñëa consciousness, you liberate the conditioned souls 
from this kind of imprisonment. Though seemingly there are numerous problems in the material world, 
truly there is only one: the lack of Kåñëa consciousness. To give one Kåñëa is the only genuine act of 
compassion. Otherwise one’s compassion is like “blowing on a boil.” Being extremely merciful and 
tolerant, you always want to help the suffering souls. This is the heart of your movement. You helped 
us, and you want us to help others. Perfect arrangement! You have inherited the compassion from your 
Guru Mahäräja and handed it to us, and now it is our duty to hand it down to the next generation. And 
we must make sure they clearly understand the purpose of your movement; otherwise the chain of 
compassion will break.

Here at New Govardhana we are trying hard to carry on your compassionate mission and hand the 
mood down to the new generation. It is not easy. Many of us are not pure devotees, and our hearts are 
not as tender as they should be. Compassion many times comes to us as a matter of duty rather then 
a natural inclination. We pray to you and Lord Çré Kåñëa to make our hearts soft and devoid of lethargy 
when it comes to matters of compassion.

Conditioned souls don’t want to see the light of reality. They prefer to be blind and distracted. The few 
of them that do come to Kåñëa consciousness may get absorbed in hearing and chanting about Kåñëa. 
But those that sacrifice their comfort for the sake of spreading your compassionate mission are rare. To 
such glorious followers of yours we offer deepest respect.

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, I am sure you would be very happy to see all the new bhaktas and bhaktins, 
the flowers of America, who have joined your movement over the last year. They have come to truly 
worship you for the gift of Kåñëa consciousness you have given them. To all of us you are the light that 
guides us through this otherwise extremely bewildering existence. We repeatedly bow at your lotus 
feet, and we pledge to exert even more energy in spreading Kåñëa consciousness this year. Please pray 
for us and give us your mercy so that we can act as conductors of your compassion. We hope you are 
happy with us. 

Your servants at New Govardhana, ISKCON San Diego, California, USA.

(written by Mahat-tattva Däsa)

New Navadvépa
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
You have taught us that the best course, according to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, is to let people in 

general remain in whatever condition they are in but to engage them in hearing the instructions and 
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activities of Çré Kåñëa in the Bhagavad-gétä and Çrémad-Bhägavatam. This is true because most people 
are very fallen and there is no time to elevate them by a gradual process. The transcendental messages 
of the scriptures should be received from the lips of realized souls, and in this way persons may continue 
to live in whatever condition they find themselves and still make progress in spiritual life. Thus one can 
surely advance and fully realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

This is confirmed in Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.14.3, wherein it is stated: 

 jïäne prayäsam udapäsya namanta eva
     jévanti san-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm
 sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väì-manobhir
     ye präyaço ’jita jito ’py asi tais tri-lokyäm

“Those who, even while remaining situated in their established social positions, throw away the process 
of speculative knowledge and with their body, words and mind offer all respects to descriptions of Your 
personality and activities, dedicating their lives to these narrations, which are vibrated by You personally 
and by Your pure devotees, certainly conquer Your Lordship, although You are otherwise unconquerable 
by anyone within the three worlds.”

In the purport, written on the basis of the äcäryas’ commentaries, we find this statement: 

The word jévanti indicates that a devotee who always hears about Lord Kåñëa will go back home, 
back to Godhead, even if he can do nothing except maintain his existence and hear topics con-
cerning the Lord.

What a powerful statement this is! And what is even more wonderful is that we see living proof of the 
veracity of this statement not only in the lives of thousands of persons that have been exposed to Kåñëa 
consciousness, but in our own lives as well. So powerful are topics about Kåñëa heard from a pure 
devotee that it is as if they forcibly drag one to ultimate success, even if one does nothing other than 
continue hearing. 

Therefore every day we sing, guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete koriyä-aikya är nä koriho mane äçä. “My 
only desire is to have my consciousness purified by the words emanating from your lotuslike mouth.” 

Many years ago you wrote a wonderful letter to all your “Sons and Daughters” in the Los Angeles 
temple:

If you feel at all indebted to me then you should preach vigorously like me. That is the proper 
way to repay me. Of course, no one can repay the debt to the spiritual master, but the spiritual 
master is very much pleased by such as attitude by the disciple. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is said: 
vyavasäyätmikä buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana, “Those who are on this path are resolute in pur-
pose, and their aim is one.” Our only business is to be fixed up in devotional service by pleasing 
the spiritual master. Those who are not fixed up they have various lines of action (eka means 
“one’’ and bahu means “many’’).

The real ocean of mercy is Krsna, and it is the duty of the spiritual master to tell his disciple 
to come to the ocean and be happy. The spiritual master’s duty is to lead the disciple to this 
ocean. I am trying my best, and if you try to follow surely you will benefit.

Bhaktivinode Thakura has sung, “Kåñëa sei tomara, Kåñëa dite para, tomara sakati ache. Ami 
ta’kangala, krsna krsna boli, dhai tava pache pache.” “Kåñëa is yours and you have the power to 
give Him to anyone you wish. I am poor and wretched and running behind you shouting ‘Kåñëa, 
Kåñëa!’”

Kåñëa is unlimited, no one can catch Him, but if someone follows the parampara, He agrees 
to be captured.

We, your servants at New Navadvépa Dhäma, are certainly running behind you, falling at your feet 
and begging for your mercy. Please release us from all material contamination and help us serve your 
instructions to the best of our ability. We have full faith because of our direct experience that the process 
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of constantly hearing the words from your lotus mouth and following your instructions without deviation 
is the surest way to advance in Kåñëa consciousness. 

 Therefore, Çréla Prabhupäda, on this day we beg for your mercy. Let us rededicate ourselves to the 
execution of your order in cooperation with all your disciples and granddisciples in this great mission. 

 
Your humble servants at New Navadvépa Dhäma, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA.

New Néläcala
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to you!
Çréla Prabhupäda, you have introduced us to such a variety of festivals in Kåñëa consciousness, but 

this special day of your appearance is the most significant of them all. We want to thank you for choos-
ing to come to us and for changing our lives completely around—from limited, complex, and mundane 
ones to ones that are unbounded, simple, and yet adventurous!

You have so expertly given us the complete and pure formula for progressing toward the ultimate 
perfection of life: rendering pure devotional service to the servants of the servants of the servants of Çré 
Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa. In the wonderful assembly of devotees you have created in different centers around 
the world, you give each one of us the rare opportunity to practice such pure service.

In Philadelphia, the “City of Brotherly Love,” we often gather in the temple of Çré Çré Jagannätha, 
Baladeva, and Subhadrä or in the temple of Çré Païca-tattva (downtown) and see the magic of your 
pure desire to please your spiritual master shine through. Amazing devotees from various backgrounds, 
each with their unique, fascinating talents and with a sincere desire to serve Çré Kåñëa, work together 
to create such an enlivening and uplifting atmosphere—true brotherly love! Of course, there are trying 
moments at times, but the purification and transcendental nourishment we experience in our hearts, 
especially during these times, make it all worthwhile.

The result of Kåñëa consciousness is that one becomes increasingly enlightened, and he enjoys 
life with a thrill, not only for some time, but at every moment. [Bhagavad-gétä 18.76, purport]

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for bringing us together and for leading us forward toward such a realm 
of a thrill at every moment! Thank you for pushing on strongly the mission of your dear spiritual mas-
ter, regardless of all the severe austerities and pains you personally had to go through. If not for your 
strong determination and one-pointed, intense desire to give us Kåñëa consciousness, we would just 
be scattered in different parts of the world today, simply absorbed in dead, dull matter. Thank you for 
the gift of your beloved disciples who follow closely in your footsteps—their very presence is such an 
encouragement, and their incessant mood of selfless service to you helps us stretch ourselves out of our 
“comfort zones” and aspire to be like them.

We offer you our grateful hearts for giving us one another to serve and with whom to cultivate transparent 
Vaiñëava relationships. We pray to Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä, Çré Çré Rädhä-Çaradvihäré, Çré 
Çré Gaura-Nitäi, and Çré Çré Païca-tattva to help us be pure in thought, word, and action so we may assist you 
untiringly in your compassionate efforts to bring more and more struggling souls of this world to Their lotus 
feet, where they can experience relief and bliss. We pray to Them that we may serve together in a way that 
will bring a beautiful broad smile to your face! Again, thank you so very much.

Your servants at New Néläcala Dhäma, ISKCON of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.
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New Päëihäöi
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

“We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may accept you 
as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the 
good qualities of a human being.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.1.22)

Because of your compassion for the suffering souls on this planet and your dedication to the order of 
your spiritual master, you have established the means by which all human beings can awaken their Kåñëa 
consciousness. Therefore, the residents of this world are the most fortunate beings in this universe. 

Your life is an example of determination to execute the order of the guru. You were a householder en-
tangled in family maintenance, and your wife and children were not inclined to assist you in your service 
to Çré Guru. You were not trained in the äçrama of your Guru Mahäräja. The instruction given to you to 
go abroad and preach was not embraced by your godbrothers. Everyone thought the order to spread the 
chanting of the holy name to every town and village in the world was a noble idea, but no one thought 
it would actually happen. In your sannyäsa years, you could see that time was running out. Your body 
was old and your bank account empty, and your attempts to create an international preaching society 
in India had failed. To others, it appeared that it was best for you to publish as many books in English 
as possible and wait for you life to end while residing in the holy dhäma of Våndävana.

But you are one of the greatest generals in Çré Caitanya’s army. In the midst of so many good reasons 
to give up on the order to preach in the West, you found a way. You had to convince the Bank of India, 
the freight ship owner, and the immigration office that dying in America or on the trip to America was not 
such a bad thing. You are a Vaiñëava, and your happiness lies in using every breath for the purpose of 
carrying out your guru’s orders. To die in Våndävana while there was still the slightest chance of deliver-
ing the holy names to the West was more objectionable than dying from a heart attack on the Jaladuta. 
That is a saìkértana warrior’s death—glorious. A true warrior lives to die on the battlefield.

After arriving in the USA, you did not sit comfortably lecturing to intellectuals while waiting for your 
visa to end. You went to the most degraded neighborhood in New York City, the Bowery. Why? Because 
you saw the slightest chance to establish this mission to deliver the holy names from there.

The people in the Western civilization do not realize their great fortune. Such a merciful and dedicated 
servant of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has saved us all. Your ISKCON mission is surviving the test of time. 
It is also getting the opportunity to push on through seemingly impossible struggles. This is a sign that 
we must be on the correct course. Our struggles are more internal. But, as you have stated, this Society 
can only be destroyed from the inside. Therefore Kali is attacking us at this point. But even in the midst 
of Kali’s attacks, ISKCON is holding together and continuing to spread Kåñëa consciousness.

Here in your New Päëihäöi dhäma we are feeling the effects of the current economic crisis. Many of your 
followers are in financial difficulty. But we are maintaining the activities of prasädam distribution (Govinda’s 
Dinner Club), book distribution (Weekend Warriors), the Sunday Feast, the monthly Çréla Prabhu päda 
Super Saturday, and the wonderful three-day Päëihäöi festival, which includes Ratha-yäträ.

We pray that you give us the strength to be strong and fearless warriors in your saìkértana army. Lord 
Kåñëa is giving us an opportunity to taste the nectar of serving without consideration of material com-
forts. In our present state, we have to look for those small opportunities that blossom into grand displays 
of success in spreading your mission. This is the example you set. We pray that we have the strength 
to succeed where it appears that we must fail. We are meditating on your example of determination to 
serve the order of Çré Guru and Çré Gauräìga under any condition.
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Begging to remain your saìkértana warriors, 

Your servants at New Pänihäöi dhäma, ISKCON Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

(written by Çikhi Mähiti Däsa)

New Ramaëa-reti 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Each year this day is given to us especially to meditate on Your Divine Grace and your transcenden-
tal vision. This begins with the fact that you are, to use your own terminology, “cent per cent” Kåñëa 
conscious. It remains hard for many of us to fathom just how committed you are to the message and the 
mission of Lord Caitanya. Your books, classes, and conversations reveal a certitude that is grounded 
in a thorough understanding of the philosophy, knowledge of the çästras, practice of the process, and 
profound realization.

What little we know of your life before coming to the West, from writings and your own reminiscences, 
point to the same conclusion. Once you met your spiritual master, you were convinced about the mis-
sion of Lord Caitanya, and that conviction led to lifelong study and practice. Early on you became active 
in the mission, helping your godbrothers preach in Allahabad and Bombay. Although you lived outside 
the maöha, your 1936 Vyäsa-püjä offering to Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, delivered before a 
gathering of disciples in  Bombay, is filled with personal realization and depth of learning. After the de-
parture of your spiritual master, you continued to assist the mission with donations and by what would 
become your greatest contribution, the writing and publication of Kåñëa conscious literature.

By the end of the 1950s it became clear to you that in order to fulfill the request of your spiritual master 
you would have to come to the West by your own endeavor. The disunity of the Gauòéya Maöha meant 
that they would not subsidize you as they had others during the time of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta. You would 
have to do it alone. In the next few years you completed the publication of your translation of the First 
Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, and then you acquired a passport, sponsorship, and a free passage to New 
York, and from there you proceeded on to the home of your sponsor in Butler, Pennsylvania.

The following years would produce a flowering of Kåñëa consciousness throughout the world and create 
hundreds of temples, farms, and centers. Each of these centers has a story of endeavor and dedication, 
and you are the guiding light and inspiration for all the devotees. Every devotee in ISKCON is pledged 
to your mission, and you are pledged to deliver them.

In a recent lecture here, one devotee questioned the speaker whether devotees who were your dékñä 
disciples, or who had your personal association, were special and had some advantage over devotees 
who had not had such opportunities. In answer to this, the speaker, your disciple Hådayänanda Däsa 
Goswami, made the following points:
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1. On one occasion when he visited you in your quarters, you remarked that personal association 
with him was not very important, that more important was service to the mission. At which point 
Mahäräja paid his obeisances and left in order to do some service. You always emphasized that 
service to the väëé of the spiritual master was more important than service to the vapu. 
2. Service to the mission of ISKCON was the qualification for receiving your mercy. Whether one 
is a disciple or granddisciple, a congregational member or of another status, no matter the time 
or place, anyone serving the mission would be recognized by you personally and would receive 
your shelter.

These points are substantiated in the following letters to your disciples:

There are two—vani or vapu. So vapu is physical presence and vani is presence by the vibration, 
but they are all the same. So Krsna when He was physically present before Arjuna is the same 
when He is present before us by His vani of Bhagavad-gita. So far I am concerned, I do not factually 
feel any separation from my Spiritual Master because I am trying to serve Him according to His 
desire. That should be the motto. If you kindly try to fulfill my mission for which you have been 
sent there, that will be our constant association. [Letter to Haàsadüta Däsa, 22 June 1970]

You have rightly said that the best way to associate with the spiritual master is to follow his 
instructions. There are two ways of associating, by vani and by vapu. Vani means words and 
vapu means physical presence. Physical presence is sometimes appreciable and sometimes not. 
Therefore we should take advantage of the vani, not the physical presence, because the vani 
continues to exist eternally. Bhagavad-gita for example is the vani of Lord Krishna. Although 
Krishna was personally present 5,000 years ago and is no longer present physically from the 
materialistic viewpoint, still Bhagavad-gita continues. So you have correctly concluded. [Letter 
to Çuci Däsé, 4 November 1975]

No one should feel bereft of your association. It only requires the endeavor to fulfill your mission.
When you were presented formally to the public, you insisted that we present you as the founder-äcärya 

of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. This was the title that you wanted emphasized, 
rather than that of guru or spiritual master. At the time it might have seemed that this was a rather 
unimportant distinction. But you personally insisted that in any public presentation—your authorship 
of your books, for example, or the establishment of your mürti form—that your title as founder-äcärya 
of ISKCON be prominently displayed. We can understand that there are many gurus and äcäryas. From 
çästra we learn that there are many categories of guru—çikñä, dékñä, vartma-pradarçaka, etc. And there 
have been many äcäryas throughout history. But there can only be one founder-äcärya of ISKCON. 

There are those who have tried to minimize this founder-äcärya title by assertions that ISKCON is not 
new, that it is simply part of the Gauòéya Vaiñëava line, and that Lord Caitanya and the Six Gosvämés are 
the founders of what we call ISKCON. While this argument may seem to have merit, we beg to differ. In 
our philosophy there is simultaneous oneness and difference. Even Lord Caitanya’s tree of Vaiñëavism, 
as described in the Caitanya-caritämåta, has different branches, leaves, and fruit.

Consider how unlikely it is that an elderly gentleman with practically no money or support, coming 
close to death on an ocean voyage and arriving in that “center of the universe” Butler, Pennsylvania, 
would start a worldwide Vaiñëava movement. When we consider the story of your sojourn in New York 
in 1965–66 and your subsequent endeavors around the world, we have no doubt, whatever others may 
say, that ISKCON was founded by you and that you will forever be its preeminent äcärya. This we affirm 
emphatically. Please give us your mercy so we may continue the task of perpetuating your movement 
for the re-spiritualization of this world.

Your servants at New Ramaëa-reti Dhäma, Alachua, Florida, USA.
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New Tälavana
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

There’s a Place

There’s a place where a black ribbon of a road winds its way through grassy slopes and fields of hay.
Like the Kälindé-Yamunä, bending and turning to caress the bank of a village so far away.
From that place he came one day; he strode about, had much to say, and finally went on his way.
There were a few fortunate witnesses, reminders of another time, who still recall his form divine.
Just one visit’s all it took, to keep this holy dhäma alive, where all God’s creatures can survive.
Now freed from hunger, stress, and strife, he wraps his arms around us tight,
And all the plants and creepers here are dew-kissed with compassion’s tears
He sheds for all humanity, untainted by mere vanity—causeless, perfect sanity.
In a world not suited for ladies and gentlemen, he said, “I will come back for you, again and again.”
We offer all our milk and honey, ghee and grains, and all our money at your feet that softly crossed 

our path,
Where the black road winds and hugs the hearts of all your family members dear.
Thanking you is not enough. We gladly give our lives to you, who came along one day from a village 

far away.

*   *   *

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. 
It was predicted that a great personality would be born to spread the holy name all over the world. 

Who could have ever imagined all the nooks and crannies on this planet that you would bless with your 
recipe of concentrated mercy and compassion? 

We at New Tälavana Dhäma are stationed in your rural outpost, struggling to fulfill your sacred mis-
sion. It is a labor of our love for you that we remain, and we pray to become decorated with the qualities 
that you possess so naturally—so that we might affect the whole world the way that you have affected 
us. We were all lost and wandering souls, once upon a time, but you picked us up and gave us térthas in 
which to live, magical prasädam to nourish us, and most of all divine, unconditional fatherly love. We 
pray to always nurture the loving atmosphere you have so magnanimously provided us. 

In that special year of 1975 you personally came here and gave us your vision. Our spirits soared when 
you arrived . . . our woodlands wept when you departed. Çréla Prabhupäda, we are still here. Some devo-
tees milk the cows, some plow the fields, some bale the hay. Your grandchildren lead the way. Please 
take note of your young bhajaneers, musicians, dancers, and talented actors. Many püjärés bustle around 
Their Lordships, Çré Çré Rädhä–Rädhä-känta and Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, adorning them with flowers from our 
fields. The cooks are busy night and day, and many guests have found their way to this outpost claimed 
by you, savior of the world.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we cling to you, like the Mississippi wisteria vine that wraps around the pine. There 
is nothing better than serving you here at New Tälavana Dhäma. Storms have battered our walls but not 
our hearts, for they belong to you. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we beg your blessings to continue our many projects here. A guesthouse and Sun-
day school grow side by side, and a new community center gives life to our congregation. As we look 
around, many of our pioneers here are growing old. Bless us so we may do something wonderful for you 
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in this lifetime. You live on with us here forever! You are the soft footsteps in the winter rye. You are the 
honey bee that magically gives the sweet nectar that enchants the mind of Cupid. You are the field of 
hay where all the calves are born, whose mothers’ udders drench the land. We keep the spoon you held 
when you were here, and all of your cooking utensils. They sit proudly by your mürti; we cherish them 
and we worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda! Thank you again and again for this place called home! We are 
your children and can never let go of your hand.  

Forever in your debt,

Your aspiring servants at New Tälavana, Mississippi, USA.

New Varñäëä
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

It was 1975, Melbourne. We had come over from New Zealand to help with the opening of the new 
temple and had an opportunity to go on a morning walk with Çréla Prabhupäda. Everyone was wrapped 
up, trying to keep warm in the cold Melbourne morning. There were about twenty of us rallying around 
Çréla Prabhupäda, hands in bead bags, everybody chanting, one ear on the chanting and the other wait-
ing to hear anything Prabhupäda had to say.

I stayed at the back, thinking it was a safe place, not too close, not too far—just the right distance to 
keep out of trouble. I was relishing the association. There we were, walking with Çréla Prabhupäda, the 
one we had dedicated our lives to. The one teaching us about the soul and our relationship with the 
Supreme. Our minds and bodies felt as light as clouds, not a care, just relishing the moment. 

Then I found myself directly behind Prabhupäda. This was a little more of an intense situation be-
cause Çréla Prabhupäda would stop all of a sudden, and I had seen other devotees before me step on 
the heels of his shoes, not once but a few times. And Çréla Prabhupäda would turn and give one of those 
Prabhupäda looks. 

So now my thinking pattern had changed. Hand in bead bag, chanting, I should be listening to my 
chanting, but no, I was thinking that at any time Çréla Prabhupäda could stop. And would I be ready to 
stop also, or was I to walk right onto the back of my spiritual master? In a sense I was becoming one 
with Çréla Prabhupäda’s walking. 

And then Prabhupäda stopped. But I stopped also, relieved that what I feared the most had not hap-
pened. Relief. Then I started to think I was the right person to be walking behind Prabhupäda. Such 
a small thing, but it made me feel so important. This was my service for the moment, to walk behind 
Prabhupäda and make sure I didn’t bump into him or step on the heels of his shoes. The last thing I 
wanted was to inconvenience my spiritual master. 

The next moment I was standing in front of Çréla Prabhupäda, asking him a question. I could feel my 
heart pounding in my chest and was becoming a nervous wreck. Then I asked the question. Everyone 
stopped. What had I done? This had better be a good question. All eyes and ears were on Çréla Prabh-
upäda and me. “Çréla Prabhupäda, has the material world always existed?” 

“Yes,” he replied, “just like hunger, sometimes manifested, sometimes not.” He smiled. 
My heart stopped pounding and my nervousness subsided. I felt the connection had been made. 



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

167

Personal contact, the wait of a million births ended. A moment in time, a moment to relish, a moment to 
always remember. A gift from Kåñëa. Thank you.

Your servants at the New Varñäëä farm community, Auckland, New Zealand.

(written by Kalasaàvara Däsa)

New Vraja Dhäma 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who 
is very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are 
kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are 
filled with impersonalism and voidism.

In the name of all the devotees at New Vraja Dhäma, a model Kåñëa conscious village and farm com-
munity, please let me greet you on this wonderful occasion of your appearance day.

It is 2009. The world is in the middle of the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. Envi-
ronmentalists, scholars, and other professionals are saying that we are not just facing but are already 
experiencing climate change. The world is facing severe draught, shortages of water for agriculture and 
drinking, food crises, and so on. Many people do not see or do not want to face these crises, but there 
is no question that we are suffering from them now. It is not that they will happen only to our children 
or grandchildren; they are happening to us. You spoke about these crises thirty-five years ago: 

There will be no rainfall, and there, food scarcity and taxation by government, income tax. 
Income tax is to plunder. . . . This is Kali-yuga. So in this position of harassment, how the peace-
ful varëäçrama can be revived? It is very difficult. It is almost impossible. [Lecture on Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 3.25.14, 14 November 1974, Bombay] 

You were very much interested in changing the direction of the world’s industrial economy. You wanted 
to see a move toward a more simple and natural way of life. You wrote extensively about the shortcomings 
and problems associated with industrial economies, and you expressed a desire that ISKCON develop an 
alternative economic system based on simple living and high thinking. You wanted members of ISKCON 
to establish rural communities based on Vedic spiritual principles. You said many times that you wanted 
the message of simple living and high thinking to be taken seriously by educators, government officials, 
and other leaders of human society.

Following your desire, the devotees in New Vraja Dhama are making a humble attempt to establish 
and develop a sustainable model of Vedic village life for the broad human society, all based on the text 
of Çrémad-Bhägavatam and your purports. By scientifically developing a model of  environmental, eco-
nomic, and social sustainability, we have found that more and more educators, professors, scholars, 



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

09
16

8

politicians, and other leaders of society are accepting that the Kåñëa consciousness movement, what 
you have founded, is lighting the way out of Kali-yuga’s darkness. 

His Grace Drutakarmä Prabhu, your foremost preacher in scientific circles, recently visited New Vraja 
Dhäma and remarked:

This type of presentation of Kåñëa consciousness has brought ISKCON into the highest educational 
and government circles concerned with ecology and sustainable lifestyles in Hungary, where we 
are offered the chance to bring their attention to our unique Vedic perspective on these mat-
ters. . . . ISKCON is now seen by many influential persons as making a significant contribution 
to the solution of one of the world’s major problems. This is exactly the kind of reputation that 
ISKCON should have. 

Our endeavors can succeed only by your causeless mercy, by your teachings, by your books, and by 
the efforts of your dedicated followers. Our desire is to please you by serving and fulfilling the desires 
of your beloved disciple His Holiness Çivaräma Mahäräja. Thus we would like to render our service and 
our life to your mission and to help others change their lives and become eco-conscious, God conscious, 
and ultimately Kåñëa conscious. We pray to you that we can serve you by making this effort a success 
by following in the footsteps of your elevated disciples.

The devotees at New Vraja Dhäma, Hungary.

(written by Rädhä-Kåñëa Däsa)

New Vrindaban
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

O Çréla Prabhupäda,
In this world devotion to the Supreme Lord is very rare.
To receive the fellowship of Vaiñëavas
Cannot be imagined even in dreams.
To honor prasädam, which makes one mad after God,
Is simply unfathomable for most.
The sublime pleasure of living and serving in the holy dhäma
Is always beyond anyone’s faintest hope.
The nectar and intoxication of the holy names
Is something that has only been attainable by a select few.
And above all, to receive the teachings of Lord Kåñëa 
From the lips of a pure devotee 
Is certainly the rarest and most glorious experience in this world.

O Çréla Prabhupäda,
Your causeless compassion cannot be properly understood. How is it that in your old age you left your 
precious Våndävana and single-handedly flooded the world with these rare gems, making them acces-
sible to all? Is it because your mercy and kindness are immeasurable? 
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O Çréla Prabhupäda,
By your desire New Vrindaban has entered its fifth decade. Most of the thousands of alternative com-
munities which began in the 60’s and 70’s have fallen by the wayside. 

But your devotees, who have endured so much, continue to remain steady and move forward. Now, 
in this time of economic insecurity (as if anything in this whole material world is ever secure) your in-
structions for New Vrindaban are more important than ever.

O Çréla Prabhupäda,
You are the eternal guide and well-wisher of your devotees. Our only hope in this world is to mold our lives 
so that we may somehow please you. We beg that we may continue to serve you by serving the pilgrims 
who visit New Vrindaban, by honoring the Vraja-väsés properly, by chanting the holy names with great at-
tention, and by always remaining at the lotus feet of Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Våndävanacandra. 

Kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä.

The inmates of New Vrindaban Community, West Virginia, USA.

(written by Saìkértana Däsa)

New York (Brooklyn)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. Our respectful obeisances 
are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly preaching 
the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with imper-
sonalism and voidism.”

çré guru caraë kamal bhaja mana,
guru kåpä binä nahià   koi sädhana-bala,

bhaja mana bhaja anukñaëa

“O mind, just worship the lotus feet of the bona fide spiritual master. Without receiving the mercy of the 
pure devotee, one will not have the potency to execute regulative spiritual practices. Therefore, O my 
dear mind, I urge you to worship him. Please worship him at every moment.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, one meaning of the great honorific title Prabhupäda is “the master at whose feet all 
other masters sit.” There are significant and great personalities of the Gauòéya Vaiñëava lineage who are 
such masters at whose feet all other masters sit. The great preceptor Lord Çré Brahmä is such a great 
Vaiñëava äcärya, a self-realized prema-bhakti empowered master, as is his divine son, the great spiritual 
master of everyone, Çré Närada Muni. And Çré Närada’s very exalted, empowered disciple Çréla Kåñëa 
Dvaipäyana Veda-vyäsa is one as well, as is the great äcärya and master Çré Madhväcärya, after whom 
our sampradäya is, in part, named. 

In the nitya-lélä of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and Lord Çré Nityänanda Räma, we find many great 
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Vaiñëava äcärya spiritual masters, such as Çréla Mädhavendra Puré, Çréla Éçvara Puré, and Çréla Rüpa 
Gosvämé Prabhupäda. We also hear of the wonderful spiritual attributes of great nitya-siddha Vaiñëava 
äcärya masters such as Çréla Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé, Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé, Çréla Raghunätha 
Däsa Gosvämé, and Çréla Jéva Gosvämé. In addition, we hear from and become directed and elevated in 
our Kåñëa consciousness by great prema-bhakti Vaiñëava äcärya masters such as Çréla Kåñëadäsa Kavi-
räja Gosvämé and Çréla Narottama Däsa Öhäkura. His Divine Grace Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura 
continues a super-potent line of great Vaiñëava äcärya masters, who each possess awesome spiritual 
power and at whose feet all other masters sit. 

By your mercy upon us, Çréla Prabhupäda, we regularly relish nectar from the great nitya-siddha Vai-
ñëava äcärya master of Çrémad-Bhägavatam and Lord Çré Kåñëa’s nitya-lélä His Divine Grace Çréla Çukadeva 
Gosvämé. Among those in the recent era, we hear of the glorious devotional qualities and the wonderful 
prayers and teachings of such great Vaiñëava äcärya masters as Çréla Jagannätha Däsa Bäbäjé, Çréla Sac-
cid-änanda Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çréla Gaurakiçora Däsa Bäbäjé, and the great ray of Viñëu His Divine 
Grace Oà Viñëupäda 108 Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Gosvämé Mahäräja Prabhupäda, all great self-
realized nitya-siddha prema-bhakti Vaiñëava äcärya masters. All of these great souls are extraordinary 
spiritually perfected devotees and great masters at whose feet all other masters sit. 

Many years ago, by Lord Kåñëa’s mercy, we received the priceless good fortune of attending Ratha-yäträs 
that you blessed with your transcendental presence and at which you spoke about Kåñëa consciousness, 
we heard you present Kåñëa consciousness at Çrémad-Bhägavatam lectures, and we saw your ecstatic loving 
mood at Deity installations. On morning walks with you, Çréla Prabhupäda, we had a confidential close-up 
of your powerful devotional qualities. Deity greetings and guru-püjäs with wonderful ecstatic kértanas were 
a perfect place to see your elevated level of Kåñëa consciousness and to feel the amazing ecstatic effects 
your potent spiritual vibration had on our hearts. Although many of us spent only a relatively short time 
in your physical presence, the powerful spiritual impression this nonetheless made on our consciousness, 
as well as the powerful spiritual effects on our body, left no doubts in many disciples’ minds regarding 
the elevated position of Your Divine Grace as the self-effulgent ISKCON founder-äcärya, the great nitya-
siddha prema-bhakti Vaiñëava äcärya master, like so many wonderful great Vaiñëava äcärya masters who 
appeared before Your Divine Grace and who are all masters at whose feet all other masters sit. 

We knew since our earliest days as your insignificant menial servants that you, Çréla Prabhupäda, are 
in that same league of elevated nitya-siddha great Vaiñëava äcärya spiritual masters as those esteemed 
members of our Brahma-Mädhva-Gauòéya Vaiñëava sampradäya. No person within this Hare Kåñëa 
movement or outside of ISKCON need ever doubt your elevated position in Kåñëa consciousness as a 
confidential eternal associate of Lord Çré Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

One thing I am puzzled about, though, Çréla Prabhupäda, is this: If the meaning of Prabhupäda is “the 
great master at whose feet all others masters sit,” then how is it that an ignorant, insignificant fool such 
as me ever got to sit at your lotus feet even for a moment? Your Divine Grace must certainly be the 
pure devotee representative of the all-merciful Lord Çré Nityänanda Räma or the all-merciful Çrématé 
Rädhäräëé. Thank you very much, Çréla Prabhupäda, for allowing such an unqualified fool as me to get 
close to you and thus making my life very special and my commitment to Your Divine Grace eternal, as 
I beg to remain your menial servant forever. 

On this most blessed auspicious occasion of Çré Vyäsa-püjä, I know you must be feeling wonderful bliss 
and love in your elevated state of Kåñëa consciousness, Çréla Prabhupäda. Please hear and tolerate my 
humble request: If you so desire, Çréla Prabhupäda, please bless all the devotees at Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda 
Mandira with your mercy and love, and after blessing everyone, if any mercy remains, please consider 
blessing your foolish insignificant servant with a small drop of your special mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Thank you very much for delivering us to the platform of Kåñëa consciousness, Çréla Prabhupäda. All 
glories to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, the great Vaiñëava founder-äcärya 
of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. You are indeed Prabhupäda, the great master at 
whose feet all other masters sit. All glories to Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadeva! All glories to Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi! 
And all glories to all the menial servants of Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda Mandira, Brooklyn, New York, New York, USA.

(written by Rämabhadra Däsa)
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New York (Manhattan)
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace and Çré Gauräìga Mahäprabhu!

On this most auspicious and wonderful day of your appearance, on behalf of the Manhattan com-
munity I would like to express my deepest gratitude to you for bestowing upon us the inconceivable 
and unimaginable gift of pure devotional service to the lotus feet of Çré Çré Rädhä-Muralédhara and Their 
dedicated servants.

We just experienced an amazing festival in which the choöa Rädhä-Muralédhara Deities from Cleveland 
were reunited with our Çré Çré Rädhä-Muralédhara Deities, whom we worship here in the East Village of 
Manhattan, just a block from your first temple at 26 Second Avenue. These Deities were installed under 
your care. The festival was our biggest and best ever. There was no dry eye in the audience. Hour after 
hour we sat in rapt attention, hearing about the exalted love and dedication offered to Their Lordships 
by Their surrendered servants throughout the decades. 

The star of and inspiration behind this festival was your very dear disciple Mother Kämagiri, who 
traveled with her children and transcendental associates from Cleveland.

The brahmacärés at the Bhaktivedanta Ashram here in New York have been trying to serve Their 
Lordships for the last two years to the best of their ability. But hearing and seeing the example of Mother 
Kämagiri and her associates has left us speechless and has permanently altered our relationship with 
Çré Çré Rädhä-Muralédhara. Seeing the devotion of these exalted souls thoroughly humbled us and gave 
us a glimpse of what true selfless service is. Witnessing the selfless devotion of these ladies and the 
transformative power they carry, we realized that we are just beginners, standing at the threshold of 
bhakti. This is a wonderful feeling, because it puts us in touch with our constitutional position of being 
the servant of the servant of the great souls who have dedicated their lives to the pleasure of Guru and 
Gauräìga and who are very, very merciful. Service to their feet grants permanent freedom from ma terial 
anxieties and desires.

This is such an invaluable gift, and we would like to thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for bestowing it 
upon us. This festival was a wonderful example of how you have transformed the lives of your disciples 
forever. Even though we have never seen or experienced you in this physical realm, your presence was 
felt very strongly throughout, because you have entered the hearts of your disciples and whenever they 
speak they reveal you. 

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, we have inherited this impossible mission of awakening pure love of Kåñëa 
in the hearts of whomever we meet by becoming instruments in your hands. On this auspicious day I 
fall at your lotus feet and beg, although completely unqualified, for a drop of your divine grace to infuse 
our hearts so that we may become qualified to assist you in your glorious mission.

Your aspiring servants at Bhaktivedanta Ashram, New York, New York, USA.

(written by Yajïa-puruña Däsa)    

Oslo
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust at your lotus feet.
We are just a few devotees trying to serve your mission up here near the Arctic Circle in Oslo, Norway. 
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As I am writing this offering at the end of March, I can still see half a meter of snow outside the window. 
When somebody told you that our neighbor Sweden has the highest suicide rate in the world, you once 
remarked that this was not surprising for a place where one doesn’t see the sun the whole winter. 

But the amazing thing is that by trying to follow your instructions we feel that we are not living in 
Norway but are with you, that you have empowered us to establish an “embassy of the spiritual world” 
in this most unlikely of places. This is the practical proof of your purity—that if we simply try to follow 
what you have given we have no problems and feel Kåñëa’s presence in a very powerful way.

Your life itself is an inexhaustible source of inspiration. Nobody can really understand what austerities 
you undertook to start the ISKCON movement. You were struggling alone for many, many years, seemingly 
meeting defeat after defeat, and yet you never gave up. Compared to that, the difficulties we are going 
through seem puny. At the same time, we feel proud to be in the same “club” as you, the club of pioneer 
preachers who, if necessary, are willing to sacrifice even their lives for Lord Caitanya’s mission. 

At the end of your last visit to New York, as you were leaving, one devotee desperately implored you 
to go to Gétä-nägaré for some rest instead of embarking on another ordeal of hectic travel. He rightly 
perceived that you would not stay much longer in this world unless you took it easy. Your answer, as 
you were walking out of the elevator on the ground floor of the temple, is booming in our heads: “I want 
to die on the battlefield of preaching, just like Arjuna.” There can be no doubt that you could have lived 
much longer, had that been your concern.

You gave your life for us, Çréla Prabhupäda. What more proof do we need of your love? The sage 
Dadhéci, when requested by the demigods, willingly gave them his own bones so they could use them 
to make a thunderbolt for killing Våträsura. In a similar way, you willingly spent your life force to make 
a breach in the wall of Kali’s fortress, so that all the preachers following in your footsteps could enter 
and engage in “undercover” infiltration.

And you assured us that by dedicating everything to the preaching mission, we ourselves would feel 
unbounded bliss, despite whatever difficulties might arise. At the end of your stay with us, one little 
pastime demonstrated this in a vivid way. At the end, being extremely weak, you had to be carried to 
the balcony at the back of your quarters in Vrindavana, where you spent your mornings basking in the 
sun. As you were being carried up the stairs one morning, you started laughing uncontrollably, your 
whole emaciated body shaking. After coming to the balcony, you told your amazed disciples the story of 
the poor man who ate only grasshoppers but rode a white horse when going to pass stool. They didn’t 
understand the joke at first. Where does the white horse come into the picture? Those who are familiar 
with Indian village life can better understand, since the toilet is in reality simply a field, sometimes at 
some distance from one’s house. 

Anyway, the point to observe is how even though you were on the verge of leaving your body, you 
were in such a joyous mood. What a powerful example of someone who is fully realized, who under-
stands fully that he is not this miserable body but an eternal, blissful servant of the most beautiful 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, our all-powerful, all-merciful Lord Kåñëa! You gave life to the idea of 
transcendence, gave us faith that we can also attain it. You illuminated our dark, miserable lives and 
turned hopelessness into hope. You taught us that being a servant of Kåñëa and his pure devotee is the 
most exalted position, which we should strive for by any and all means.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your servants in Oslo, Norway.

Panama
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 
We here in Panama are a small group, but by your mercy Kåñëa consciousness is going on nicely here. 
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Although you never visited us personally, you mentioned Panama in a few of your letters, and just that 
you thought about us makes us feel fortunate. You are present here in the form of your books, teachings, 
and mürti, and in fact everything that we do is to try to please you. We hope that you are pleased with 
our tiny efforts, and we will always continue to do more and more for your pleasure. 

We are very happy to tell you that with the help of our tiny congregation we have been able to put on 
five Ratha-yäträs. All have been very successful, and we want to continue doing this, as we know that 
you have given us this mercy by introducing Ratha-yäträ to the Western countries. 

We have also participated in Panama’s Annual Christmas Parade, which is attended by half a million 
people. Everyone got the chance to take your darçana and Lord Jagannätha’s. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, it’s a privilege to get a chance to glorify you. There are so many things that can be 
said. Every year devotees write of you, and we are always very eager to read and relish your pastimes 
and hear of your achievements. We have seen that any devotee who has had any little pastime with 
you always repeats it over and over without getting tired, and we also keep on hearing and hearing it 
without getting tired. 

You are our most beloved, although we are all useless. But having you on our front line gives us 
respect and unimaginable love. We hope we have your blessings for whatever preaching endeavors 
we undertake. All of us here at your ISKCON Panama yäträ fall at your feet and offer our most humble 
obeisances. Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! 

Your servants in Panama.

Pandharpur
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
We at ISKCON Pandharpur would like to tell you about the developments here. In the past year we have 

really strived to improve the conditions for the devotees in the äçrama. By you mercy we have realized the 
need for boiling down the milk. We have commenced regular bhakta training and counseling, and the sädhana 
of all the devotees has improved a lot. Due to the increased study of your instructions, we are gaining spiritual 
strength to overcome more obstacles and work at a higher speed and with a broader vision.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we are so thankful for all the things you have given us.
In the coming year we plan to observe many major festivals, such as Kåñëa-Janmäñöamé and Diwali. 

But the most spectacular should be the celebration of the fifth anniversary of the installation of Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Pandharinäth. The presence of the Deities has meant that so many people who are coming to 
take darçana of Çré Viöhöhala also come to our ISKCON temple, get your books, and hear about chanting 
japa and other aspects of devotional service. So we are anticipating that many, many devotees from all 
over Maharashtra will visit Çré Çré Rädhä-Pandharinäth on their fifth anniversary.

Also, since ISKCON Pandharpur is the base for the All-India Padayäträ, we will make a great festival 
to celebrate the silver jubilee of the All-India Padayäträ, which His Holiness Lokanäth Swami started in 
1984 on your instruction. The All-India Padayäträ team will be here, and thousands of devotees from all 
over the world will come to Pandharpur to take part in the celebrations.

We are planning a three-day festival with many features and programs. We will also publish a special 
issue of the Padayäträ Newsletter, which we will distribute to all ISKCON centers around the world to 
inspire more Padayäträs worldwide.
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Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we understand in our small way how wonderful you are and how empowered 
you are. Only a person who has the mercy of Kåñëa can do what you did and give what you gave. Please 
bless us with eternal devotional service unto Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Pändharinäth and keep us 
always at your lotus feet.

Hare Kåñëa.

Your servants at ISKCON Pandharpur, India.

Paris
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

With all veneration and admiration, we bow down at your lotus feet on this very auspicious anniver-
sary of your appearance in this world. It is a day where we can strongly and wholeheartedly increase 
our remembrance of your divine activities. 

This remembrance is so important, for it brings us closer and closer, deeper and deeper to your 
instructions and to your mission, which you executed  by following the orders of your divine guru and 
Lord Caitanya’s will. This preaching mission, of which you once said, “It all started when I was living in 
the Rädhä-Dämodara temple in Våndävana,” carried you all the way to the USA in the mid 60’s and to 
France at the beginning of the 70’s. How fortunate this land has now become, having received your pure 
instructions and teachings! 

May we and the whole world always remember you.
Your spiritual master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, was known as the siàha-guru because of 

his bold and fearless preaching of the glories of the Supreme Lord Kåñëa. Çréla Prabhupäda, this title also 
applies to you. We remember your bold preaching when you said in 1973, “So Paris is a most important 
city of the world. Work with great enthusiasm and make Kåñëa more prominent than Napoleon and the 
Eiffel Tower.” Yes, Çréla Prabhupäda, you truly have the real eternal vision. 

 May we and the whole world always remember you.
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Before you came to the Western world you were already actively dedicating all your time and energy 
to the preaching mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu—performing näma-saìkértana and fearlessly go-
ing from door to door getting people to recover or deepen their original love for Kåñëa, which you so 
affectionately called Kåñëa consciousness. Boldly going to meet so-called influential people, you advised 
them to stop wasting their time in illusory activities and take up the real sanätana-dharma.

May we and the whole world always remember you. 
Then you came alone to save us, crossing the ocean at a very advanced age. Who could have done 

what you did? So many times you asked your godbrothers to come and help your preaching. But none 
came. Actually, Çréla Prabhupäda, we know that Kåñëa was always on your side and never left you. 
Kåñëa does not give such a blessing to ordinary people but only to those pure devotees who follow the 
example of Prahläda Mahäräja by remembering Kåñëa in all circumstances and preaching His glories 
without any fear.

May we and the whole world always remember you. 
We pray to you, Çréla Prabhupäda, our divine siàha-guru, that you always allow us to continue our 

efforts to expand your divine mission and that you remove all obstacles to our reaching the lotus feet 
of our Supreme Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä Paris-Éçvara.

Your grateful and aspiring servants in Paris, France.

Pecs
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Before I write my annual offering to you, I try to meditate on you, on your qualities. The first thing 

that comes to my mind is your compassion for the living entities. When Çré Caitanya was in Rämakeli, 
he predicted:

 påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma 
 sarvatra pracära haibe mora näma

“In as many towns and villages as there are on the surface of the earth, My holy name will be preached.” 
(Caitanya-Bhägavata, Antya-khaëòa 4.126.)

The names of Kåñëa give the ultimate solution for the problems of mankind. But who was going to 
fulfill Lord Caitanya’s prediction? Who was going to distribute these names to the world? 

In 1896 Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura planted the seed by sending copies of his booklet Shree Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu: His Life and Precepts to McGill University, in Canada. Later his son, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura, continued the mission of Lord Caitanya. He sent a few of his disciples to Western 
countries, but they could not do much. Then who was going to fulfill the prediction of Lord Caitanya?

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you had a godbrother named Dol Govind Shastri. He used to teach Sanskrit in the 
same building where you lived as a householder in Calcutta after your marriage. One day you were sitting 
outside the building chanting japa, and Dol Govind had just completed giving his class and had come out. 

“Hare Kåñëa, Abhay Babu!” he said, “Did you know that Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura said that one day Rus-
sians, Germans, French, etc., would chant the names of Gauräìga in saìkértana?”

“Yes,” you replied. 
“So how—.” 
“You have doubt?” 
“No, no, no. How can I doubt the Öhäkura? But how?” 
“Oh, some surrendered soul among Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté’s disciples will do it,” you said. Then as 

you stood up and began to walk up the steps to go inside, you turned and said, “Not you.” 
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“Huh?” thought Dol Govind. “What did he mean by ‘Not you’?” 
You had used the word you in a plural form, as if to say “Not you all.” So Dol Govind Shastri was quite 

confused and sat down and thought, “Does that mean he will do it!?” 
Years went by and Dol Govind lost touch with you. He moved to Cuttack. One day as he was walking 

he saw at a distance a huge white man sitting in in a rickshaw, wearing a dhoté, neck beads, and Gauòéya 
tilaka. Dol Govind immediately ran to him, stopped the rickshaw, and began to shake him. “Who are 
you?” he asked. “Where are you from? What . . . ” He was so shocked that he was not even coherent. 
The white man said, “I am a disciple of Oà Viñëupäda Paramahaàsa Parivräjakäcärya Añöottara-çata 
Çré Çrémad His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda.” 

“Who?” 
Then the devotee pulled out a BTG and showed a picture of you, Çréla Prabhupäda. “He is a disciple 

of Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Mahäräja Prabhupäda,” 
“Abhay Babu!! Oh my Lord!! You did it!!” 
Çréla Prabhupäda, you did it! No one else could do it! You fulfilled the prediction of the Lord and 

distributed Kåñëa consciousness to the whole world. Now we, your followers, are trying to continue 
your work. Please give us the intelligence to be able to preach. From your example we understand that 
preaching means not only distributing Kåñëa consciousness but also taking care of those who accept 
spiritual life. Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please give us the intelligence to be able to establish varëäçrama-
dharma properly in the society.

Your insignificant servants at Krisnaudvar, ISKCON Pecs, Hungary.

(written by Khoda Nitäi Däsa)

Perth
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!
In 1944, in an article in Back to Godhead, you wrote:

The leaders of nations have . . . opened many factories for manufacturing weapons for the art of 
killing, but none has opened a factory to manufacture weapons protecting man from the cruel 
hands of death, although our wishful desire is always not to die.

As the materialistic nations are falsely proud of their arsenals of tanks, submarines, bombers, and 
nuclear weapons, which merely hasten death, so the devotees are very grateful for the weapons you 
have given us for stopping death, such as the holy name, temples, prasädam, the Vedic literatures, japa 
beads, mådaìgas, Tulasé-devé, and kértana.

In this regard, we are pleased to report that in the last twelve months, by your mercy, we have been 
able to purchase an authorized temple where the residents of Perth can freely congregate to hear about 
the glories of Çré Kåñëa and his pure devotee.

Twenty years ago, in 1989, the Vyäsa-püjä book listed only eight devotees in Perth, so we feel that 
by your potency great progress has been made. Qualitatively it is harder to measure, but on this auspi-
cious occasion we pray that you help us make better use of the weapons you have given us for stopping 
death.

Your humble servants in ISKCON Perth, Australia.
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Phuket
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you! 
Here in Phuket we are very happy to have a new center of Kåñëa consciousness for your divine pleasure.
Phuket is a popular tourist resort, with scenic beaches and the tropical climate of South Thailand that 

attract tourists from all over the world. Since the world finds its way here, why should the saìkértana 
movement not be here? By your divine mercy we now have a nice place to base our preaching, and we 
ask Your Divine Grace to bestow your blessings on us so that we may use this center nicely and represent 
your ISKCON society in a manner that will bring you pleasure. 

May we always remember that whatever we have is all your mercy and for your service. Never allow 
us to think that we are independent of Your Divine Grace, and please continue to bless us.

Your aspiring servants eternally,

The devotees of ISKCON Phuket, Thailand. 

Prague
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Another year is behind us, and at this most auspicious time of your Vyäsa-püjä day we have another 
opportunity to meditate on your mercy, which you are continuously showering upon us. On this day we 
can glance back at the past year and review our efforts to fulfill your desire that this Kåñëa conscious 
movement spread all over the world.

Another year in this dejected Kali Age is behind us, and with amazement and gratefulness we can only 
thank you again and again that you gave us such a simple and wonderful way of life, by which we can 
very happily and meaningfully live our short lives in this sick world of Mäyä. Mäyä is always attacking 
us with a wide variety of weapons. Her goal is to keep the conditioned souls in the hellish life of this 
material world by holding them in the grip of lust, anger, and greed.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you gave us three especially powerful weapons by which we can very easily escape 
Mäyä’s control: Kåñëa’s holy name, Kåñëa’s prasädam, and your books. By taking advantage of these 
gifts and distributing them to others, we can save both ourselves and other conditioned souls from the 
clutches of Mäyä. You often emphasized that preaching activities that distribute these three gifts are fully 
sufficient, most effective, and in fact the only weapons in our war with Mäyä. Here are some examples 
of your statements on these weapons from your letters:
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If we simply stick to this programme as I have done it since the beginning, namely, kirtana, preach-
ing, kirtana, distribution of prasadam—if you do like this only that will be sufficient. [Letter to 
Sudämä Däsa, November 1972]

Actually this is our real business, preaching, chanting, distributing prasadam and book distribu-
tion.” [Letter to Sudämä Däsa, February 1973]

Book and prasadam distribution, Sankirtana and Deity worship is our only business so these 
programs must remain energetic. [Letter to Jagadéça Däsa, December 1973]

Our business should just to be to follow the regulative schedule, deity worship, distributing 
prasadam, chanting, book distribution and never mind the material danger. [Letter to Mälaté 
Däsé, January 1974]

In your Prague temple we are continuously trying to focus our attention on preaching by using these 
three extremely sharp weapons of book, prasädam, and holy name distribution. Week by week our 
devotees are traveling around our country distributing your books in different towns and villages. We 
are trying very hard to give your books to all the people we meet, whether we encounter them in their 
homes, the parking lots, the shopping streets, or their offices. Through various public and home preach-
ing programs we are trying to inspire these people to read your books and to start to live according 
them. We are also constantly meditating on how to create more and more devotees, how to train new 
preachers, and how to keep our saìkértana vans always full with saìkértana devotees. 

Twice a week in the cold months and almost every day in summer we go on a harinäma procession 
in downtown Prague. These harinämas are extremely popular, and many, many people are attracted by 
the transcendental atmosphere created by the congregational chanting of the holy name. Many people 
spontaneously join us in the chanting and dancing without restraint. 

Our Govinda’s restaurants are well known in Prague, and prasädam distribution has already won the 
hearts and stomachs of thousands of citizens, thus establishing Hare Kåñëa cuisine as the main author-
ity on vegetarian cooking.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, during this time of falsity, duplicity, and so-called open-mindedness, where 
there are compromises at every step, we pray to you to give us the proper intelligence by which we can 
discharge devotional service strictly according to your desire and expectation. Very wistfully we pray 
to you that we may always be able to please you by our preaching activities, and that we perform them 
exactly how you desire. May we always dwell in the shade of your lotus feet, and may we never blunt 
these sharp weapons you gave us by all-leaking liberalism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we certainly lack many good qualities, and our endeavors are full of imperfec-
tions. We certainly commit many mistakes while we try to assist you in your mission. But please bless us 
that we will always keep the taste for distributing your books, that we will always keep the taste to go 
on harinäma and chant Kåñëa’s names loudly, and that we will flood our country with Kåñëa prasädam. 
May this enthusiasm and faith in your instructions be the powerful engine for our progress in spiritual 
life, and may we have strong conviction that simply by merging ourselves fully in the preaching service 
we will automatically become free of all shortcomings and naturally develop all the Vaiñëava qualities. 
May we overcome all the outer and inner obstacles by satisfying you with propagation of this saìkértana 
movement.

 mantratas tantrataç chidraà   deça-kälärha-vastutaù
 sarvaà karoti niçchidram   anusaìkértanaà tava

“There may be discrepancies in pronouncing the mantras and observing the regulative principles, and, 
moreover, there may be discrepancies in regard to time, place, person and paraphernalia. But when Your 
Lordship’s holy name is chanted, everything becomes faultless.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 8.23.16)

Your servants at the Nitäi-Navadvépacandra Mandira, ISKCON Prague, Czech Republic.
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Pune
Respected Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet on the sacred occasion of your 113th Vyäsa-
püjä. All glories to your divine self!

By your tireless and fearless preaching at an advanced age, often in hostile environments, you planted 
the bhakti-latä-béja in the hearts of millions of undeserving and even unwilling souls. The glory of selfless 
preachers like your divine self is repeatedly extolled in our Gauòéya Vaiñëava literatures. In his Caitanya-
çataka (39), Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya writes:

 saìkértanänanda-rasa svarüpäù 
     prema-pradänaiù khalu çuddha-cittäù
 sarve mahäntaù kila kåñëa-tulyäù 
     saàsära lokän paritärayanti

“All the devotees of Çré Kåñëa Caitanya are great mahätmäs. They are the personification of the bliss of 
saìkértana, and they are as good as Kåñëa. They deliver the fallen souls, who are burnt by the threefold 
miseries, by giving them love of God.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, your potency in transforming the lives and destinies of the countless souls who 
directly came in contact with you is astonishing and inspiring. But even more astonishing and inspiring 
is your potency in creating a legacy of preachers who are continuing the glorious paramparä you so 
dynamically represented and dramatically expanded. To ensure that ISKCON continues for its predicted 
ten thousand years the mission of compassion you inaugurated, you emphasized reaching out to and 
attracting the educated youth, knowing that they would be the future leaders of your movement. Your 
authorized biography, Çréla Prabhupäda-lélämåta (Chapter 27: India Revisited: Part 1) describes one mov-
ing incident illustrating how important you considered youth outreach programs:

From Boston, Satsvarüpa wrote that he and the other devotees there were moving from an apart-
ment to a rented storefront near Boston University. The first time Satsvarüpa entered the new 
storefront, he found on the floor an aerogram from Swamiji, dated October 6 from Delhi.

[Swami had written:] “I can understand that you have secured a very nice place in Boston and 
there is a very good possibility of pushing our movement amongst the student community there. 
Our movement is certainly very much appealing to the younger section of your country and if we 
are successful in the matter of attracting the student community in your country certainly this 
movement will scatter all over the world and fulfill the foretelling of Lord Caitanya that in every 
village and every town of the world the Lord will be famous for His glorious sankirtana movement. 
Please try for this with your heart and soul and your life will be a successful mission.”

The letter was as good as Swamiji coming personally to open the storefront and begin the 
preaching.

Your immense eagerness for youth preaching—as evinced by the above incident, in which you dis-
patched your blessings through the aerogram to the youth preaching center even before the preachers 
moved in—is our inspiration here at Pune.

For over a decade, we have tried to emphasize attracting youths to our movement. By the mercy 
that you have showered on us in reciprocation with our humble efforts, we now have 108 brahmacärés, 
most of whom are highly educated, with degrees in engineering, medicine, or other professions. Many 
gåhastha devotees are rendering invaluable devotional service as well, taking up preaching and manage-
rial responsibilities, thus creating a vibrant spiritual community. This community of devotees is working 



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

09
18

0

unitedly to build a magnificent new temple, which we hope will serve as a base for greater outreach 
programs to new people and deeper training programs for devotees.

You have also blessed us with the opportunity to share with several other ISKCON centers the mercy 
that you have showered on us. Thus eight devotees trained in Pune have been shouldering, for several 
years now, significant responsibilities at your Våndävana temple, which you called “the heartthrob of 
ISKCON.” Last year five devotees from Pune were blessed by you with leading preaching and mana-
gerial responsibilities at our center in Kolkata, which is that sacred place where you appeared and in the 
vicinity of which Gauòiyä Vaiñëavism itself appeared. To facilitate and assist other ISKCON temples in 
their efforts at youth preaching, we just concluded the third Youth Preacher’s Training Course (YPTC) 
in two phases, with 68 youth preachers from India and abroad receiving comprehensive training in the 
first phase and 54 in the second.

With more and more temples earmarking dynamic preachers and significant resources for youth 
preaching, and more and more educated young devotees—both brahmacärés and gåhasthas—taking up 
preaching responsibilities, the future of your movement is bright.

We seek your blessings to play our insignificant roles in your ISKCON, as it grows from strength to 
strength and ultimately fulfills your bold prediction: “The Kåñëa consciousness movement will go down 
in history as having saved mankind in its darkest hour.”

Your servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Kuïjabihäré Mandira, ISKCON Pune, India.

Radhadesh
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

The Radhadesh-väsés beg to offer our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet, which for many 
decades have been extending boundless mercy and shelter to your disciples and followers, as well as 
to thousands of visitors. 

Although in your manifest pastimes you never blessed Radhadesh with the touch of your lotus feet, it 
is an open secret that you are present here to the extent that we endeavor cooperatively to follow your 
instructions and example. In fact, you have so perfectly established Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé’s devotional 
program that it is practically impossible not to feel your presence at every step.

Every morning, after undergoing the devastating effect of ignorance resulting from the necessary 
evil of sleep, we have the opportunity to “re-create our universe” by following the simple and sublime 
tapasya you have handed down to us, and in which you continue to lead us. Before maìgala-ärati 
there is always a sign on the temple-room door that reads “Prabhupäda is being dressed.” Thus each 
day starts with the opportunity to be grateful for your remaining in our midst, accepting our personal 
service, and allowing each of us to feel our personal connection with you, despite Lord Kåñëa’s having 
removed you from our limited vision so many years ago. As the time for maìgala-ärati approaches, we 
repeatedly check to see if the sign has been removed, and when it is, the door is finally opened and we 
happily enter the temple to offer you our obeisances, touch your lotus feet, and beg for the strength to 
serve you as you deserve to be served. When the conchshell blows, heralding maìgala-ärati, and the 
altar-curtains slowly open, we offer obeisances, exactly as you have taught us and as if you are person-
ally leading us, first to Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, then to Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha and Their sakhés, and then 
to Jagannätha and His transcendental brother and sister. Each item the püjäré offers to Their Lordships 
is first offered to Your Divine Grace as mahä-prasäda, and then the assembled devotees are privileged 
to honor the mahä-mahä-prasäda. Without partaking in this continuous shower of mercy, the details of 
which we may tend to take for granted or view as routine ritual, what chance would we have to continue 
the practice of sädhana-bhakti, meant to ultimately lead us to unconditional loving service to you and 
Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa? 

Among the many instructions you gave us, your emphasising the simple practices of rising early and 



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

181

attending the morning and evening programs and cooperating with one another to prove our love for 
you, are the most essential and, seemingly, the most difficult to follow. Of course, by your mercy we 
are having some success, but each of us knows that if we would put aside all personal interest and in-
dependence and unreservedly dedicate ourselves to Your Divine Grace, we could achieve so much more 
in spreading your divine mission. On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we plead at your 
lotus feet that we may individually and collectively be blessed to advance in being surrendered to your 
instructions so that the Radhadesh community will make progress toward being the kind of offering that 
will satisfy you in all respects.

The servants of your servants in Radhadesh, Belgium.

Richmond Hill/Markham
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

On this most auspicious day, your Vyäsa-püjä,
We humbly bow down before you in awe,
For there is no doubt that you are the greatest äcärya.

Without you our journey to Kåñëa would be impossible;
We would still be living in an illusionary bubble,
Not knowing that the materialistic pursuit of happiness is unsustainable.

You selflessly became our soul agent;
Delivering us was your goal and you were confident;
You would not allow anything to be your deterrent.

We were blindly living in the mundane,
But you would kindly repeat to us again and again
That the only way out of this misery is kåñëa-prem.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are so ever-gracious;
You generously gave us something so precious;
For our change in path back to Kåñëa, you were the impetus.

You told us to wake up—“Jév jägo!
Realize that your souls are sleeping from long ago!”
This spell of mäyä’s illusion we must forego.

You said to use everything in the service of Kåñëa,
Giving examples from the Bhägavata Puräëa,
Explaining that all can be used, from technology to a diploma.
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You instilled your instructions in your morning walks and lectures,
In your books, magazines, and letters,
And in your numerous questions and answers.

You inspired through beautiful Vedic paintings,
Hundreds of pictures, songs, and tape recordings,
And in each and every one of your memories.

You built so many temples, farms, and schools,
Provided us with all the required tools,
Built a house in which the whole world could live under Vaiñëava rules.

You pulled us away from the clutches of mäyä,
Bringing us everything from kértana and Lord Caitanya
To joyous celebrations such as Janmäñöamé and Ratha-yäträ.  

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are glorious!
You were the only one to transform karmés to become pious;
In your mission you were victorious.

You were perfect and an expert in every way and everything;
You showed by example, from playing mådaìga and singing
To the proper way of worship and even cooking.
 
You repeatedly said that you are our well-wisher;
Like a father, you were our perpetual protector;
You, Çréla Prabhupäda, are truly our spiritual master.

From planting in us the bhakti-latä seed
To giving us the foolproof Hare Kåñëa mantra and japa beads,
You gave us everything we needed to succeed.

You ensured future success of the movement to the masses,
Telling us to distribute books—that your books are the basis,
Encouraging people to abandon the never-ending material races.

By your grace, your books are available in every library,
ISKCON is known in every country, continent, and boundary,
And your teachings have been exposed to many a dignitary.

Your unlimited mercy and time spent with us we cannot even measure;
Your benevolence and blessings we will forever treasure;
We wish to always serve for your and Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa’s pleasure.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we thank you so much for giving us this opportunity;
Thank you for showing us that we must make Kåñëa our priority;
Thank you for taking us under your shelter even though we are not worthy.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please allow us to remain at your lotus feet,
Allow us to remain in the realm of ISKCON’s mådaìga beat,
For without you and Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa, our lives would be incomplete.
 
Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Jaya Gurudeva!
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Your humble servants at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara temple in Richmond Hill/Markham, Canada.

(written by Minakshi Devé Däsé)

Rome
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!
We all know how dear this city of Rome is to you. When your wonderful disciple Dhanaïjaya Prabhu 

wrote you that he and his wife had opened a new temple here, you showed great appreciation and gave 
them your blessings. Today, more then thirty years have passed and we are still seeking those bless-
ings to spread Kåñëa consciousness in an oceanic way in this famous city. Actually, here there is only a 
little preaching center hidden in a small street behind a famous square in the historic city center, but 
we know that Rome needs a big, amazing, beautiful temple able to welcome and attract the minds of 
the conditioned souls. We recognize that at the moment we cannot offer thousands of new devotees 
at your lotus feet, but we want to be able to do that in the near future. Meanwhile, please accept our 
little sprout of devotional service so we can continue to go on despite the big and little difficulties this 
project presents.

We devotees of Rome have only three spiritual desires to satisfy: to increase enormously the distribu-
tion of your books, to distribute Çré Kåñëa prasädam to all those we meet, and to increase the number 
of harinäma parties on the streets in the city. Please continue to protect us as you have until now. We 
are sure that as long as we have your books as the basis, no confusion or uncertainty will be present in 
our daily activities.

On this sacred day we vow loyalty to your teachings. Even if sometimes they may appear unpopular 
or not in line with the modern times, we will still learn them by heart, present them with faith, and do 
all we can to distribute them widely.

We want to serve you without interruption, without asking anything in exchange. And if you desire 
to expand the Rome yäträ and multiply our activities and services, we’ll be very happy to satisfy you 
in full. For your pleasure, we also promise to cooperate honestly during the execution of our devotional 
service, despite the many differences between devotees.

All the devotees in the Rome yäträ thank you with deep gratitude and affection.

Your humble servants at Çré Çré Nitäi-Çacénandana temple in Rome, Italy. 

(written by Lélänanda Däsa)

St. Louis
 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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Our most dear and respected Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances unto your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
As your fumbling grandchildren, we can barely come close to a glimpse of the glories of your beloved 

and dedicated followers, and so we find ourselves even further disqualified to approach your incon-
ceivable glories. Yet somehow, by your special grace, we are getting this opportunity to exercise our 
energies in contemplating your divine presence in this world and how it is continuing to provide such 
deep shelter and protection to us individually and to the worldwide saìga of Vaiñëavas. Please accept 
this humble offering.

The Age of Kali is degrading at such a fast pace. We were caught up in this tidal wave of nonsensical 
living. By some great fortune you made the huge sacrifice of leaving your place of comfort and respect 
to give us this gift of Kåñëa consciousness. As we think of you, we are reminded of the sun that has come 
to shine upon the darkness in our lives. You are brilliant in your delivery of transcendental knowledge, 
loving qualities, deep çästric vision, and creation of a massive spiritual movement and the means to 
sustain such a worldwide entity. Çréla Süta Gosvämé indicates that Çrémad-Bhägavatam is the brilliant 
sun coming in the wake of the departure of Lord Kåñëa. When values and basic human qualities took a 
nose-dive in the West, you brought that sun with you and began to open our eyes to the wonderful light 
of a loving relationship with Kåñëa.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have given your blood in your books. You were not worried about your own 
body or health. Your focus was on giving each of us the gift of the Bhaktivedanta purports. Once you 
were experiencing excruciating pain, shaking uncontrollably, while writing in the middle of the night. 
But what you were concerned about was being unable to write, not your health. Who can fathom the 
depth of your compassion? Your books give us great inspiration and vision for our lives. The purports 
are your personal, loving letters to us, your dependents, just so that we may reach Kåñëa. You have left 
the boat by which we can cross the ocean of material existence. These books, as you have taught, are 
Kåñëa Himself incarnated in a literary form. We get to hold Kåñëa in our hands!

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are seated on the royal vyäsäsana in our temple room, carefully observing and 
encouraging us as we strive to serve your mission amid the various forces of the material energy acting 
against us. When we introduce others to you and speak of your glories, their hearts are moved by your 
compassion. Your example is still making devotees today, despite your apparent absence.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we are happy to report to you that the mood of cooperation and loving dealings is 
manifesting to some degree. There are more committed individuals coming to our temple, and our Sunday 
Feast attendance is steadily increasing. We continue to be financially solvent, with our various prasädam 
and book distribution programs as well as fundraising programs. The annual Janmäñöamé and Gaura 
Pürëimä festivals continue to attract new people. This year, by your inspiration, we will be organizing 
our first big public Ratha-yäträ! Please extend your blessings upon this event, if you so desire.

Your desire is for the unity of ISKCON, at both a local and an international level. Our part is to work 
on receiving your unlimited mercy and becoming qualified to establish proper loving relationships of 
give-and-take and love-and-trust, as you would desire, and as we are being trained by your stalwart 
representatives. You have clearly instructed us in the Nectar of Instruction (verse 5, purport): 

One should not remain a kaniñöha-adhikäré, one who is situated on the lowest platform of devo-
tional service and is interested only in worshiping the Deity in the temple. . . . One therefore has 
to raise himself from the position of kaniñöha-adhikäré to the platform of madhyama-adhikäré. 

Please empower us to accept all the amazing resources you have given us so we may fully take up 
the life of aspiring servants and manifest loving communities that represent the values you describe in 
your books and personally lived by. 

Aspiring to serve Their Lordships Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma and Çré Çré Nitäi–Gaura-Naöaräja on your behalf, 

The devotees at ISKCON St. Louis, Missouri, USA.
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Salem
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
On this most auspicious day of your appearance, please allow us to glorify you.
We little file-and-rank servants from an insignificant spot in a remote South Indian town would like to 

express our gratitude in whatever capacity we can, hardly aware of your incomparable magnanimity. 
We are some thirty-plus souls here from five countries, and all of us are trying to cooperatively serve 
one common goal—actually, to serve our mutual friend, Çré Kåñëa. Thanks to you, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
we are living together under one roof just because of your desire to serve Kåñëa. How is it possible that 
somebody whom none of us have ever met in person can influence thousands of young people just like 
us to leave everything and take to an austere life in an äçrama? The youth of today are impossible. Un-
like the hippies of the 60s and early 70s, who, although crazy savages, at least had the desire to abandon 
mainstream conformism, modern kids are just hopeless numbers in the queue for slaughter. Therefore it 
is a greater miracle that even today you are able to inspire young men to stop enjoying girls, cars, drugs, 
demonic music, and games and pursuing college degrees and careers, etc., and take up the practice of 
selfless devotional service. It is all because of your strong desire to serve Kåñëa!

The big question is, How can we ever repay you for such a gift? You have given us freedom—freedom 
from false designations and wrong ideas, freedom from repeated birth and death! Is there anyone else 
in our lives who benefited us so greatly? No. There is nobody like you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants at ISKCON Salem, India.

Santiago de Cali 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances and respect to your divine lotus feet. 
In our hard struggle for material existence, we found something in the mode of pure goodness that 

woke us up: your books. In them we find comfort in our times of trial; they  call us to not give up the 
struggle for self-realization, and they fill us with true happiness, which we can’t find out there in the 
material world. For your books we glorify you, Çréla prabhupäda. 

Your ISKCON family is the only refuge in this bleak material world; this family comes together to wor-
ship Lord Kåñëa and you, and thus our children are coming to understand the real value of the life and 
appreciating this refuge from material confusion. For your ISKCON family we thank you and worship 
you, Çréla Prabhupäda. 

We are like children walking along in life holding your hand, trustful of your teachings. Your only desire 
is to take us back to Kåñëa, back home, and thus you have given us your teachings so we can see the real 
goals we should fight for in life. For your teachings and protection we worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda. 
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Every day, when we receive your teachings, the real meaning of everything becomes clear and we 
can see more and more that you are our glorious, eternal guru, life after life. For your eternal guidance 
and compassion we worship you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

All glories to your divine lotus feet!

Your servants at the Santiago de Cali mandir, Colombia.
 

Seattle
Our most beloved Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your divine 
appearance!

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

You came to this material world to fulfill the prophecy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu that Kåñëa con-
sciousness would spread to every town and village in the world. One such town is Seattle, where your 
aspiring devotees have gathered to continue your mission under the guidance of your dear disciple His 
Grace Hariviläsa Däsa. By your causeless mercy, this year we are observing the first anniversary of the 
establishment of our new temple, and we would like to offer all the successful projects of ISKCON Seattle 
at your lotus feet. Even though our congregation contains very few full-time devotees and is composed 
mostly of gåhasthas who are more or less occupied with household and family duties, by the power of 
your transcendental mercy we are somehow managing several successful preaching programs. 

Ever since our new temple was inaugurated in July 2008, so many wonderful devotees have taken 
shelter of Çré Çré Rädhä–Néla-Mädhava and are experiencing unlimited bliss in Kåñëa consciousness. 
The preaching activities of the temple are ever expanding, and many sincere souls are getting attracted 
to your movement. Through our Vedic University, formal courses on the Bhagavad-gétä, The Nectar of 
Devotion, and Çré Éçopaniñad are being offered to many devotees. The numbers of Bhaktivrikshas have 
increased due to the tireless preaching efforts of your granddisciples, and more and more people are 
taking Kåñëa consciousness seriously. You often expressed your view that the educated youth are the 
best recipients of Kåñëa consciousness. This year, by your blessings and mercy, as a part of our youth 
preaching, devotees have started a Bhakti Yoga club at the University of Washington. Through this club 
they are cultivating many Western-born students by conducting vegetarian cooking classes, Bhagavad-
gétä seminars, etc. Due to the efforts of the wonderful devotees of the congregation, the activities of our 
Sunday school have become not only a source of inspiration for the children but also a great success 
in bringing many families to our Sunday Feast programs. Children engage in various cultural activities 
like Kåñëa conscious drama, dance, story-telling, and music, all of which help them get a solid base in 
Kåñëa consciousness.

You once stated that we can conquer the West with our Vedic culture. Keeping your instructions in 
mind, our temple, also known as the Vedic Cultural Center, is offering Kåñëa consciousness to many people 
of Seattle through cultural presentations. Many local newspapers and magazines report on the activities 
of our temple, and these accounts attract more visitors. One of the main weapons we have deployed is 
prasädam distribution, and we are very happy to distribute the Lord’s mercy all over Seattle—at col-
leges, festivals, regional cultural events, and restaurants, and indeed at any kind of function. Many of 
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your wonderful disciples are regularly visiting us here and giving wonderful seminars to inspire us in 
our Kåñëa consciousness. 

Despite our imperfections, our temple is becoming successful because of your deep compassion and 
mercy for the fallen souls. Your potency is revealed whenever new devotees take initiation, whenever 
the temple hall becomes packed during our Sunday Feast, whenever we go on harinäma, and whenever 
we distribute books and prasädam. To take shelter of Kåñëa’s lotus feet means to take shelter of His 
pure devotee. By taking shelter of your lotus feet, we feel completely protected and blissful. We pray 
sincerely to continue being your instruments in spreading your mission of the International Society of 
Krishna Consciousness. Please bless these children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of yours, 
who are trying to sincerely follow your instructions to purify ourselves, purify others, serve your mission, 
and return to the spiritual world. 

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your aspiring servants at ISKCON Seattle, Washington, USA.

Siem Reap
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

My dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your 

Divine Grace! All glories to your loving servants!
On this most auspicious day of your appearance in this world, we feel very grateful and eternally 

indebted to you. Everyone must bow their head down with great respect at the dust of your lotus feet 
because . . .

You have removed the burden of sin from our heart . . . 
You have given the whole world a way to removed the burden of sin . . . 

You teach us the essence of all the Vedic scriptures, which is rarely attainable even by great scholars 
. . . 

the science of Kåñëa . . . 
the real love of the Supreme . . . 
the reservoir of pleasure . . . 
whom everyone runs after . . . 

What great service you have done! Not an easy task, more than just talk. In your advanced age, when 
others were drawing a pension, you began your great mission . . .

You underwent great pain, severe pain . . .

But with joy and full faith you carried out the order of your spiritual master, accepting it as your life 
and soul.
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Who can measure the power of compassion you store in your heart?
You broke into dust the pride of modern Western life and revived Westerners’ loving devotional service 

to Lord Çré Kåñëa.
You are that very personality empowered by your spiritual master, by the äcäryas, by Lord Çré Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu, by Lord Çré Kåñëa to lead the way back home, back to Godhead.
You came to this mortal world to fulfill the desire of Çré Caitanya Mahaprabhu:

 påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma
 sarvatra pracära haibe mora näma

The desire of Çré Caitanya Mahaprabhu is that all over the world, in every village and every town, every-
one will know of Him and His saìkértana movement. Single-handedly you made this happen.

My dear Çréla Prabhupäda, your beloved servant has inspired us to come to Cambodia to serve your 
great mission—spreading the holy name of Lord Çré Kåñëa. We realize that this is not an easy place to 
preach. It is full of meat-eaters, drunkards, people breaking all the regulative principles. We are just 
insignificant souls scattered in the vast ocean of sin. How then will it be possible to spread Kåñëa con-
sciousness here? We just want to be engaged as a small instruments in your divine hand. Please make 
us move as you wish.

My dear Çréla Prabhupäda, your glories are spreading widely all over the world—even here in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, where we are doing our best to distribute your books. Please bestow your divine 
grace upon these fallen souls. Other than Your Divine Grace, who else can be our savior?

We have strong faith that the day will come when you will make these people chant the holy name of 
Lord Çré Kåñëa and dance in front of the beautiful temple of Lord Viñëu at Angkor Vat.

Falling at the dust of your divine lotus feet,

Your servants in Siem Reap, the Kingdom of Cambodia.

(written by Kiçora Kåñëa Däsa) 

Silicon Valley
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 
Worship of the äcärya is supremely important. In the Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa advises that to advance in 

spiritual life one must worship the äcärya—äcäryopäsanam. Kåñëa tells Uddhava in Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
that one should see the äcärya as Himself and never disrespect him in any way. Nor, He says, should one 
envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative of all the demigods.

Today, therefore, on the occasion of your divine appearance, we seek to worship you. However, we 
may do so only according to the extent and quality of our faith. After all, what is it that compels us to 
sincerely worship you or to follow your instructions?  It is our çraddhä, or faith. The word çraddhä de-
rives from the active verb dhä, “to place,” and çrad, meaning, “heart.” Its meaning therefore is “where 
we place our hearts.”

When asked by Lord Caitanya why he had come to see Him before going to see Lord Jagannätha, 
Rämänanda Räya replied:

The legs are like the chariot, and the heart is like the charioteer. Wherever the heart takes the 
living entity, the living entity is obliged to go. [Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 11.37]

This is to say that our faith in you manifests itself outwardly. The state of our heart moves our legs, hands, 
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and tongues. When our faith is pure, our service to you will be unobstructed. If we have doubts, we will 
hesitate and our service and attention will be diverted. A sincere disciple, therefore, works actively in 
devotional service while praying that the Lord remove his doubts. 

Prahläda Mahäräja prays, “O my Lord, best of the givers of benediction, if You at all want to bestow a 
desirable benediction upon me, then I pray from Your Lordship that within the core of my heart there be 
no material desires.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.7) Confirming this point, you write the following in your 
commentary to Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 7.91:

The spiritual master is not actually happy if the disciple brings him money, but when he sees 
that a disciple is following the regulative principles and advancing in spiritual life, he is very glad 
and feels obliged to such an advanced disciple.

To help us achieve this, you asked that we scrutinize your books and other teachings, discussing them 
“thoroughly, threadbare.” As Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja Gosvämé says:

A sincere student should not neglect the discussion of such conclusions, considering them con-
troversial, for such discussions strengthen the mind. Thus one’s mind becomes attached to Çré 
Kåñëa. [Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 2.117]

However, the conclusions that we reach after studying your instructions must be connected carefully 
to çästra and the example of sädhus. Through a single dot drawn on a page one may draw an infinite 
number of lines that intersect from a variety of angles. However, adding an additional dot to the same 
page and drawing an intersecting line through both points renders a single straight line.

As our äcärya and the representative of Dvaipäyana Vyäsa, you painstakingly instilled in us the habit 
of lining up our conclusions with evidence from guru, sädhu, and çästra. You said:

So you have to make your progress—sädhu-çästra-guru väkya. You have to corroborate whether 
guru, what guru is speaking, whether it is there in the scripture; what scripture is speaking, 
whether that is in the character of guru, or in the sädhu, saintly persons, or spiritual master. 
So you have to always make comparison with three things: sädhu, çästra, guru.” [Lecture. New 
York, 24 November 1966]

You erected for us the pillars of guru, sädhu, and çästra like guardrails along a winding road, to protect 
us on our long journey ahead after your physical departure.

One cannot modify the instructions of the äcärya. Rather we must modify our consciousness to follow 
your instructions. Until we deliberately apply your teachings and improve our standard of devotional 
service, we cannot be counted as your faithful followers.

You painstakingly gave us instructions intending that we eventually rise to the topmost position 
of devotional service. A student who remains in a lower standard or claims that he cannot become 
elevated certainly gives no glory to the teacher. For it is by teacher’s merciful direction that he or she 
advances.

On the other hand, those who dedicate their lives to the order of the guru become successful by his 
grace. And by his grace only they make others successful. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we pray to continually raise our devotional standards at ISKCON of Silicon Valley for 
your pleasure. On this holy occasion, we offer you our lives in service as we endeavor to fully embrace 
your teachings, praying to you for the strength and intelligence to do so.

Your servants at ISKCON of Silicon Valley, California, USA.
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Slovenia
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most prostrated obeisances unto your divine lotus feet. We at ISKCON Slovenia 

feel most fortunate to have found shelter at your most merciful lotus feet. Thank you for your causeless 
mercy.

You are the founder-äcärya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, and nobody can 
take your position. No one is like you. Nobody is greater then you. You are the master at whose lotus 
feet all other masters sit. Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu especially empowered you to spread Kåñëa con-
sciousness all over the world for the first time. All others can only take your remnants. We beg for the 
remnants you kindly left so that we can at least successfully spread Kåñëa consciousness in Slovenia. 

We try to go out every day and distribute the holy name, prasädam, and your amazing books. For 
the last few years we have also been organizing a Padayäträ, each year in a different part of Slovenia. 
By your divine mercy people are very receptive. They shed tears out of happiness. They are so moved. 
They accept mercy in the form of the holy name, prasädam, and books like anything. Every year we 
also organize a yäträ, or retreat, high in the mountains to improve our sädhana. This year the yäträ will 
focus on kértana. We also have many other preaching programs. 

We also run two nice restaurants. The smaller one is called Holyfood, and the bigger one is Govinda’s. 
People like to visit them very much. Every day we have a lot of visitors. Most of them don’t even know 
they are eating prasädam. But they can feel and experience that this food is something special, something 
they have never tasted before. They dream about it and become addicted. They make loud propaganda. 
Please bless us that we can maintain the high quality of prasädam and open many more restaurants 
around the country. 

You built the most wonderful house where everybody can happily and peacefully live in Kåñëa con-
sciousness. Please bless us to take nice care of the devotees, to develop the gåhastha community and 
farm community, so that we can be more independent from modern materialistic society. Now we have 
a lot of newborn Kåñëa conscious children, and more of them are on their way. They need special pro-
tection. Please give us your guidance so we can protect them from mäyä. 

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you wrote more than forty volumes of translations and commentaries on 
such classics as Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Caitanya-caritämåta, and Bhagavad-gétä. So far we have translated 
only ten books into Slovenian. We need so much more of your mercy to be able to translate all the other 
books as soon as possible. This year we plan to publish a few new books—The Science of Self-Realization, 
The Nectar of Instruction, and so on. 

We still have forty thousand stored copies of your books from the previous century. So we need your 
inconceivable mercy to distribute them as soon as possible. There is a great need for new saìkértana 
devotees, and only by your divine mercy can they come.

Our Deity worship also needs to be improved. Çré Païca-tattva have kindly appeared in our temple in 
Their beautiful arcä-vigraha. Please bless us that we can correct our neglectful attitude so that we can 
serve Them properly and understand that They are persons, that They are personally present.

The most difficult thing in Kali-yuga is to cooperate. Please be merciful to us and give us divine vision 
so that we can see the good in others and be able to cooperate better.

We have so much more to do. O Çréla Prabhupäda, you are our lord and master! When will we be 
blessed with your mercy? We are fallen and devoid of all strength and intelligence. Please make us your 
loving servants.
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We have no knowledge of our previous lives. All that we know is that after many, many lives of suffer-
ing in ignorance we have been saved by you, dear Çréla Prabhupäda.

How eager are we to come closer to you? It is up to us. You are ready to accept us completely, but are 
we ready to completely accept you?

If we examine ourselves, we will not find anything valuable. Your mercy is all that we are made of. If 
you are not merciful to us, we can only weep, and we will not be able to maintain our lives.

The servants of the servants of your servants at New Yogapéöha, ISKCON Ljubljana,  Slovenia.

Solapur
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Drear Çréla Prabhupäda, 
Please accept our respectful obeisances to your lotus feet. All glories to you! 
You are the dearmost devotee of Lord Kåñëa and are glorified all over the world. Even Lord Caitanya 

spread the holy name only in India, and Lord Nityänanda opened his marketplace of the holy name only in 
some part of India. But you, the representative of Lord Nityänanda, opened an international marketplace 
of the holy name. That’s why today the whole world is easily getting love of Godhead. Thousands and 
thousands of devotees are chanting Hare Kåñëa only by your mercy. Some of your disciples who have 
left their bodies, such as Gaura-Govinda Swami and Çrédhara Swami, have given wonderful examples of 
chanting and hearing the holy name at the end. In a lecture I once heard you say bhajan kara sädhana 
kara murte jänle hoy, which means the time of death will test what kind of bhajana and sädhana one 
has been doing.

What a wonderful method you have given to the world—the art of dying in such a way that one will 
never be born again in this miserable material world.

Recently I heard a sädhu say in a public lecture that out of all the Indian swamis, only Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupäda had changed the hearts of Western people; nobody else had done this. But why just 
Westerners? Recently my spiritual master said to us that we must “chant for change,” so we are also 
trying to chant for change in our hearts and the hearts of others.

By your mercy, after struggling many years we have secured four and a half acres of land here in 
Solapur. Last year we built an äçrama for the sädhakas. Now we are planning to build a temple where 
all the congregational devotees can gather to glorify you and the Lord. The work on the goçälä is finally 
progressing, and we hope to complete it just before your Vyäsa-püjä day.

Our congregational devotees, our äçrama devotees, and I are at your lotus feet. Please bless us so that 
we can chant the holy name purely and serve your mission properly.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your servants as ISKCON Solapur, India.
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Stockholm
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, the founder-äcärya of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness.

When Kåñëa, at the end of His Dämodara lélä, decided to liberate Nalaküvara and Maëigréva, who were 
standing as two arjuna trees in the courtyard of Nanda Mahäräja, He was meditating like this: 

Although these two young men are the sons of the very rich Kuvera and I have nothing to do 
with them, Devarñi Närada is My very dear and affectionate devotee, and therefore because he 
wanted Me to come face to face with them, I must do so for their deliverance. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
10.10.25]

Although Kåñëa as the Supersoul perfectly takes care of all living entities who have fallen from the 
spiritual world, He expresses in this verse that He has no business to appear before the sons of Kuvera 
and give them the mercy of His personal darçana. However, in the case of Nalaküvara and Maëigréva, 
Närada Muni, a pure devotee of the Lord, had met them in their fallen condition on his travels around 
the universe and taken pity on them out of his compassion. Thus as an expert preacher, he cursed 
them to become trees in the courtyard of Nanda Mahäräja to remove their pride of living like celestial 
playboys so that, in a humble state of mind, they could have the darçana of Kåñëa and be grateful and 
fully appreciate it.

Here Kåñëa expresses that He, as Bhagavän, has no business giving personal attention to the fallen 
souls. Kåñëa also makes it clear that when His pure devotee gives his compassionate attention to the 
fallen souls and desires their welfare, then Kåñëa Himself also becomes personally concerned and enters 
into the lives of those fortunate souls and liberates them from material existence.

This story of Kåñëa’s deliverance of Nalaküvara and Maëigréva by the mercy of Närada Muni is the 
story of how you, Çréla Prabhupäda, by your compassion, called Kåñëa to appear in our otherwise con-
demned Kali-yuga lives. By your call, Kåñëa has appeared in so many Deity forms, so many books, and 
so many harinämas and kértanas all over the world to personally enter our unfortunate lives and liberate 
us from out treelike existence.

Just as Närada Muni went to Nalaküvara and Maëigréva, who were both naked and drunk, you went 
to places like The Lower East Side in New York and Morningstar Ranch in California, places that were 
populated by drunks, drug addicts, and naked people. By calling Kåñëa’s attention, you turned these 
people into shining devas, just like Nalaküvara and Maëigréva after their deliverance.

From all this we can safely repeat what Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura sings in his song Gurudeva: “When 
I examine myself, I find nothing of value. Your mercy is therefore essential to me.” Kåñëa is in your hands, 
Çréla Prabhupäda. Because your mercy is essential to us, all your instructions, in toto, are essential to 
us. Therefore, vaiñëava öhäkura tomära kukkura—our hope is to become your dog and try to carry out 
your will. Your will is sacred in all aspects, for by carrying it out Kåñëa’s personal attention comes to us 
condemned beings who once made the original mistake of leaving Him.

Your servants at the Hare Krishna Center, Stockholm, Sweden.

(written by Tapas Däsa)
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Sydney
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

In two years your servants here at ISKCON Sydney will celebrate the 40th anniversary of your install-
ing Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha on May 10th, 1971. You carried Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha to Australia on an 
airplane and installed them a few days later. Before leaving you told Them, “Now I am leaving you in the 
hands of the mlecchas. I cannot take the responsibility. You please guide these boys and girls and give 
them the intelligence to worship You nicely.” (The Great Transcendental Adventure, p. 84)

Since that day our temple has enjoyed immense successes, as well as series of tests. Devotees have ma-
tured and learned the science of Deity worship, thousands have been introduced to Kåñëa consciousness, 
millions of your books have been distributed, and millions of hours of service have been rendered.

Your mission here in Sydney started, as usual, in a humble way. You inspired a few sincere pioneers 
to begin chanting and dancing, all the while tolerating prejudice. Your pure heart and love inspired them 
to do the impossible: protest against consumerism and give their lives to Kåñëa.

Accounts of your first visit to Sydney show how dependent on Kåñëa you were. There was no time for 
training your early followers or correcting their mistakes born of immaturity. It was simply your faith 
in the process and prayer to Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha that saved those boys and girls, inspiring them to 
share your teachings with others and expand the movement.

Thanks to your blessing, Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha continue to look after us here in Sydney. We under-
stand that you did not travel so far to the shores of Australia so that we could simply live comfortably 
and enjoy your teachings for ourselves. We have inherited a great responsibility: to spread your teachings 
among new people while nurturing the saìga of practicing devotees. The more we mature, the more we 
realize how important your mission is.

On this auspicious day we wish to express deep gratitude for your kindness in giving us the opportu-
nity to serve your mission under Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha’s merciful shelter. We also wish to offer you 
a prayer to bestow on us a drop of your missionary spirit and compassion, which made your preaching 
so effective, so that we may share our good fortune with others. 

Please keep us in your prayers and make us mlecchas worthy of Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha’s love.

Your servants at ISKCON Sydney, Australia.

(written by Vara-näyaka Däsa)

Taipei
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your appearance! All glories to your 

transcendental teachings of Kåñëa consciousness, which perfectly follow the divine paramparä descend-
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ing from Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu! All glories to your great personal example of unalloyed bhakti 
and kåñëa-prema!

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, although we never met you directly, we are attracted and enlightened by the 
beautiful teachings you introduced to the world outside India and to your gifts of the holy name and 
kåñëa-prasädam, which have the most wonderful tastes of anything in the world.

Hearing and following the teachings of Kåñëa consciousness you have passed on to us not only clears 
up all our doubts but also cuts all the knots in our hearts, which have been accumulating for lifetimes. 

Since time immemorial we have been wandering from planet to planet and species to species, but after 
hearing the message you have imparted we have dived into the amazing ocean of Kåñëa consciousness. 
This ocean is perfectly complete and extremely inconceivable. Only sincere, fortunate souls can receive 
and understand your mercy, which comes ultimately from Kåñëa, and thus contact this most wonderful 
philosophy and most sublime way of life, a life in full Kåñëa consciousness. 

It is due to your compassion toward the fallen, conditioned souls and your love for Kåñëa that you 
spread the mercy of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Thus we are able to serve guru and Kåñëa, turn our faces 
back toward Kåñëa, break free from the clutches of illusion, and revive our dormant love of Kåñëa. 

Scientists and philosophers never succeed in their attempts to deny the transcendental existence and 
supremacy of God. Though they try by all means, they still break their heads by ignoring and rejecting 
the eternal, absolute nature of Kåñëa. They are bewildered and frustrated. Their minds are turbulent. 
Their intelligence is covered. They just cannot admit that life comes from life, nor can they understand 
that we are God’s eternal parts and parcels. 

Moreover, everyone has a unique eternal relationship with Kåñëa in the original spiritual abode. No 
one can negate the eternal absolute truth that Kåñëa is the Supreme Person. The Supreme Personality 
of Godhead has all varieties of opulence in full, and we all have an eternal relationship with Him.

One who simply speculates with his limited mind and maintains an attitude of envy toward the very 
existence of God will always remain in the whirlpool of his own speculations and confusion, even after 
the annihilation of this phenomenal world. 

But to those who want to face God, who want to be with Him and serve Him, He directly manifests 
Himself, and then we can comprehend and perceive Him in various ways. 

As we progressively experience the chanting and hearing the holy name of Kåñëa, we feel blissfully, 
transcendentally enlightened. When we give ourselves to the holy name, we cannot resist the joy and cheer 
coming from hearing and chanting. We just forget our external surroundings. This is just inconceivable. 

Simple vegetarian food, after being cooked with devotion and offered through the guru-paramparä 
to Çré Kåñëa, becomes the most satisfying element in our existence. Kåñëa consciousness is not only 
spiritual but also so practical and powerful! 

Your teachings and your personal example enlighten us in every aspect of life, both materially and 
spiritually. It is our great fortune to have received such transcendental knowledge from you, the pure, 
transcendental messenger of Kåñëa.

To propagate Kåñëa consciousness in Taiwan, the land of voidism and impersonalism, is very difficult 
because it requires a revolution in consciousness in a thoroughly mundane society. Without your mercy, 
we are helpless and hopeless. 

Here we are in Taiwan, historically known as Formosa, meaning “the beautiful island.” Your represen-
tatives have been coming to Taiwan to spread Kåñëa consciousness for more than two decades, and we 
are slightly glad that we have a little result, though we are very slow. Though quite a number of local 
people have heard the name “Kåñëa” and tasted kåñëa-prasädam, and though millions of your books 
have been distributed, till now only a handful of devotees here have been initiated. 

But where can there truly be a beautiful island in the material world, especially when Kali is speeding 
up his actions in the materialists’ minds? This island, Taiwan, is not spared from the invasions of the 
disease of materialism. The spirit souls here are suffering more and more, panicking from the relentless 
influence of Kali within and without. We need to work harder, cooperate better, and improve our personal 
and collective practices so we can transmit your mercy properly. 

We sincerely pray for your mercy to protect us, guide us, and make us mature and strong in  Kåñëa 
consciousness. 

We pray that we remain humble, faithful servants with grateful hearts, that we learn your teachings 
properly and following your instructions seriously. Then this small island of Taiwan, part of Kåñëa’s 



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

09
19

6

creation, will really become a beautiful island of Kåñëa consciousness in this world.
Thank you again for your mercy. We pray to always remain humble servants of Your Divine Grace and 

Çré Kåñëa Caitanya! Please accept our humble obeisances again!

Your servants at the Kåñëa Foundation Society, ISKCON of Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China. 

(written by Räja-lakñmé Devé Däsé)

Tucson
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

I get the honor to write each year,
To speak my heart, concise and clear.
Much to do, but can’t delay—
I wouldn’t have it any other way.

It’s pushing 100, it’s starting to swelter,
I think of your example as my shelter.
Lost in thought of how to repay—
I couldn’t learn austerity any other way.
Dealing with problems, delusion, and debt;
All part of my service, lest I forget.
Your instructions give strength so I don’t sway—
I couldn’t be dedicated any other way.

Serving your mission and giving my all,
Never giving up, though the results may be small,
Following your program day after day—
I wouldn’t know humility any other way.

At times those you rely on for vision
End up, instead, only causing division.

Their association I keep at bay—
I couldn’t be strong any other way.

Hearing your lectures and urgency to preach,
I’m also impelled to go out and teach
Not my words but the words you say—
I couldn’t imbibe knowledge any other way.

How to attract more souls to this path,
To rescue them from Mäyä’s wrath,
To show them love and how to pray—
I couldn’t feel compassion any other way.

Your mercy is soothing like sweet summer rain;
Your pleasing glance is what I hope to attain;
I bow at your feet; I’m determined to stay—
I would be truly lost any other way.

Your servants in Tucson, Arizona, USA.

(written by Sandäminé Devé Däsé)

Vancouver
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
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 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

In Los Angeles you once said to Jayapatäka Mahäräja, “If you bring me a rose each day it will increase 
my longevity.”

ISKCON is yours, Çréla Prabhupäda, so just as one offers Gaìgä water to Mother Gaìgä and sürya-
praëämas to the sun god, similarly, we would like to offer ISKCON to you in the form of a red rose.

The Iskcon Rose

O beautiful rose of velvet flesh,
Whose veins like blood your petals test,
By reaching to burst and spread and fall 
To perfume Earth with your fragrance.

Long may your battle and cycle extend
To erase the stench of the death of men,
Who live in vain and die the same
Without ever knowing that you exist.

In vain they live and in vain they die.
And those who love and mourn their loss
Plant roses on their graves in grief,
Only in death do they know of this vigil you keep.

Do not despair, oh perfect bloom.
Continue to fight with perfumed might,
Matching velvet flesh against missile site.
The Age of the Rose has thus begun.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, on behalf of your Vancouver disciples, granddisciples, and great-granddisciples, 
we thank you for all the mercy bestowed by your ISKCON upon each one of us, and we offer you roses 
of gratitude and love on this, your Vyäsa-püjä day. 

Your servants in Vancouver, Canada.

(written by Padyävalé Devé Däsé)

Villaggio Hare Kåñëa
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

199

Dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to your merciful lotus feet!
This year, along with my own deepest appreciation and gratitude, I would like to offer Your Divine 

Grace my son’s appreciation and gratitude. Sometimes, while reading some of the letters you wrote to 
your disciples, I notice how much affection and care you had for our children and how happy you were 
to know the progress they were making in their Kåñëa consciousness. You wanted us gåhasthas to provide 
all facilities and good examples for our sons and daughters, so that they could become Kåñëa conscious 
under their parents’ protection, be liberated in this very lifetime, and also set an example for others in 
the future. Therefore, remembering how you encouraged us and how much you appreciated those of 
us who tried our best to raise Kåñëa conscious children, I am sure you will be very pleased to hear the 
offering that one representative of our new generation, who has just turned nineteen, has written in 
honor of this most auspicious occasion of your appearance day.

Glancing at the world outside of me, I feel more and more grateful for the immense mercy carried 
by Your Divine Grace. Just like the sun that rises every day to shine upon mankind, you shine in 
the heart of every devotee, giving us the strength to progress in Kåñëa consciousness. If I stop for 
a moment and just think about what my life would be like without Kåñëa and Your Divine Grace, 
I immediately feel disgusted and very anguished and entrapped, as if I were in a spire of hopeless 
illusion. Therefore I don’t think I will ever be able to thank you enough for the tireless work and 
heavy sacrifices you underwent to help poor souls like me, lost in this material world. You are the 
real democratic personality because your message is universal and given without any discrimina-
tion, touching the heart of every living being and making him feel genuine spiritual joy. 

In this world, where abuse has taken the place of justice, where irreligion is spreading like an 
epidemic, where the decline in morals is disguised as liberalism, and man has come to the point of 
believing himself to be God, your message is the only shelter, the only anchor for mankind adrift. 
As Kali-yuga progresses, we see the gradual destruction of all spiritual values and the increase of 
all kinds of violence; therefore how could we possibly hope to conquer this tragedy without the 
help your transcendental support, be it in the form of your books, your personal instructions, 
or the example of your pastimes in this world, as told to us by your dedicated disciples?

As far as I am concerned, I will be eternally grateful to Your Divine Grace for rescuing me from 
a miserable and ineffectual life. Recently, after some ups and downs and some health problems, I 
had the good fortune to realize what a great treasure you have given all of us, and by your mercy 
I am learning not to throw away the time that is allotted to us in this human form of life. Often 
you used to warned us, “Don’t waste time, chant Hare Kåñëa!” It would be foolish on my part 
to not admit that it is difficult to keep the mind fixed on the beautiful form of Çyämasundara 
during the whole day, because I am often busy with some sort of material activity or am still 
looking for some sort of sense gratification. But more and more I am remembering your teach-
ings, and then I can withdraw into myself, at least for some time, and feel overwhelmed by an 
ocean of transcendental nectar. In a very sweet and incontrovertible way, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
you have changed my life.

Even though I was born in a devotee family, for quite a long time I was dazzled and led astray 
by material illusion. Days and days passed by without meaning. Years went by, and as I studied 
my schoolbooks I became proud of my material knowledge and arrogant. My mind was disturbed 
and frustrated by the inebriating material pleasures, and I was convinced that the speculative 
philosophies I was learning in school were the real truth. In this way I neglected Kåñëa conscious 
philosophy and all the activities that gravitate around the temple. From my mouth only expres-
sions of futility would come out, and quickly I found myself caught in a storm of ignorance, lust, 
frustration, and indolence. 

Then one day, by the causeless mercy of the Lord, I received a good deal of physical suffering, 
and it was that very suffering that made me come near to your divine teachings and experience 
their sweetness! As soon as I began reading your Bhagavad-gétä and chanting the mahä-mantra, I 
felt happier than I had ever felt before. That joy was of a different nature—deeper, real, complete. 
Now I understand that life has a fundamental goal: devotional service to guru and Kåñëa.

Since then I am trying to dedicate all my free time to chanting the holy name and reading about 
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the glories of the Lord, which you, Çréla Prabhupäda, have made it easy for us to understand. In 
this way everything I do makes sense, because I do it in the context of serving the Lord.

Even though I am young and unsteady, I pray from the core of my heart that Your Divine 
Grace may help me walk in a steadfast way and overcome the numerous obstacles on my path. 
But above all I pray that you give me the strength to hold on to your lotus feet under any cir-
cumstances. I also pray for all the young people who today feel very much disturbed by the in-
numerable dangers of this world; I pray that one day—soon, I hope—they can also taste a drop 
of the nectar of devotional service taught us by you, our great founder-äcärya, and by doing so 
they will stop, once and for all, the frightening repetition of birth and death.

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Jaya Jagat-guru! Jaya Patita-pävana!

The devotees at Villaggio Hare Kåñëa, near Milan, Italy.

(written by Älé-Kåñëa Devé Däsé and Nitäi-prasäda Däsa) 

Våndävana
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our grateful and humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

The world is most fortunate to have had the touch of your lotus feet. You moved through this world 
at such a pace, with your smiling lotus face . . . sprinkling the gift of kåñëa-prema on the hearts of the 
entire human race . . . We thank you for your sacrifice.

To understand you, we must pray to understand the depth of your compassion, which is a bottom-
less, ever-expanding ocean. You sacrificed your life to give the suffering jévas of this world the elixir of 
immortality. Not just any elixir, but the sweetest elixir of immortality, our eternal relationship with Çré 
Kåñëa in Çré Våndävana.

You left us an invaluable inheritance. This inheritance is for all generations, for all devotees, for all 
time. To qualify for it one simply has to accept you as our real father or grandfather, as the case may be. 
This inheritance of your estate takes the form of ecstatic love for Kåñëa. When this estate is properly 
claimed, we can then effectively give this precious gift to others.

We must develop greed for this inheritance. This greed is not our enemy but the eagerness to carry 
out the simple order of Guru and Gauräìga, to personally pursue Kåñëa with great enthusiasm, and then 
to share that Kåñëa consciousness with others. This is the best method of claiming the inheritance that 
you have given. We can then receive the blessings of the father in full.

In the same way, Lord Caitanya freely distributed immortal garlands of hari-näma-prema. 

 sei dväre äcaëòäle kértana saïcäre
 näma-prema-mälä gäìthi’ paräila saàsäre

 ei-mata bhakta-bhäva kari’ aìgékära
 äpani äcari’ bhakti karila pracära
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Thus He spread kértana even among the untouchables. He wove a wreath of the holy name and 
prema, with which He garlanded the entire material world. In this way, assuming the sentiment 
of a devotee, He preached devotional service while practicing it Himself. [Caitanya-caritämåta, 
Ädi-lélä 4.40–41]

You, Çréla Prabhupäda, procured an unlimited number of these garlands from Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, 
enough to distribute for the next ten thousand years, and gave them out to anyone who would simply 
accept them. You began distributing these garlands on the frigid streets of New York, a city of hearts 
made cold by many winters of disappointment. You gave them out with great care and attention. One 
elderly Bengali gentleman with garlands . . . singing in the Bowery . . . changing the world forever. What 
are the odds?

Some ruffians accepted, motley crew,
Just enough to see it through . . .
Stealing their hearts with kåñëa-prem,
Conquering the world with the holy name.
The world you encircled a dozen times,
Garlands unlimited, you were that kind.
No one was qualified, yet none were denied
Access to Våndävana—“Please come inside.”
Your kindness and love are a shoreless ocean;
You loved us and calmed our hearts’ commotion.

Now we have inherited these garlands . . . what to do?
Yes, to one degree or another we owe that motley crew. 
We owe it to them and especially to you. Shouldn’t we see what we can do?
The jévas of this world are waiting for their garlands, too.

We can’t be as pure as you, Çréla Prabhupäda, yet we can strive 
To distribute those garlands and see your mission thrive.
It’s our duty, our love’s expression, 
To make a pure devotional impression.
Prabhupäda, you have given us all from within,
The chance to cleanse these hearts from sin.
There is no better way to please you than to expand your mission,
To help you distribute kåñëa-prema with the same selfless passion.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, thank you for Çré Våndävana.

The devotees trying to serve you at ISKCON Våndävana, India.

(written by Gadé Däsa)

Washington, D.C.
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to this wonderful association 
of Vaiñëavas that you have created.

Last year in November, a friend had a dream about you. You sat in a transcendental shop selling 
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everything one needed to live in Våndävana. This devotee bought many items and asked how much to 
pay. You responded that there was no need to. She protested that she could not take so much for free. 
“Pay what you can,” you said in a compassionate voice. Hesitatingly, she dug out a crumpled fifty-rupee 
note from her pocket and, embarrassed, offered it. Then you sent her away, saying “Just take the items 
and go.”

This is our situation, Çréla Prabhupäda. You’ve given us all that we need to live in Våndävana, and just 
as in the dream, what can we ever hope to pay for it? We have indeed received unlimited gifts from you. 
The gift of your transcendental books, which can dispel the darkness in the darkest of hearts; kértana; 
festivals; a worldwide family of devotees; and the many communities you started that bring all of this 
together. Underlying all these gifts is a deep-rooted desire and broad vision to connect with everyone 
in this world and share these gifts with them.

New Hastinäpura Dhäma, located in Potomac, a suburb of Washington, D.C., the capital of America, 
one of the most powerful cities in the world, is a place brimming with great potential. It is a place from 
which we can share Kåñëa and your wonderful gifts with the world’s elite and powerful. Interestingly 
enough, in the past Potomac was also spelled Patomack and Petomeack, an Algonquian Indian word 
meaning “a meeting place” or “a trading place.” It is no coincidence that the first Deity in ISKCON, Çré 
Madana-mohana, desired to reside here in Potomac, the meeting place. Madana-mohana is the Deity 
for sambandha, or reviving our original relationship with Kåñëa. His presence therefore places a great 
responsibility on us not only to help others rekindle their relationship with Him but also to deepen our 
connection with each other. You desired that we create such beautiful gardens that the senators’ wives 
would ask their husbands to take them there for a stroll. If you have built a house where the whole world 
can live, Potomac certainly has the potential to be an important reception area.

As we approach this beautiful gift, however, we are awed and sometimes challenged by the multifaceted 
nature of our community: the young, the old, the white, brown, and black, men, women, first generation, 
second generation, the conservatives and the liberals. Sometimes, this diversity seems daunting and 
an obstacle in moving forward. However, this diversity, a unique contribution of yours, is an essential 
aspect of the personal feature of Kåñëa. It is an expression of His beautiful and variegated nature. But 
impersonalists that we are, we reject these differences and instead desire homogeneity and ultimately 
oneness. “Your love for me will be shown by how you cooperate” was one of your final instructions. While 
trying to cooperate, we often stumble on our differences and get distracted. Valuable time and energy 
are lost as a result. How do we turn this perceived obstacle into our strength? 

You taught us that Kåñëa is a person in whom all contradictions are resolved. He is heavier than the 
heaviest, lighter than the lightest, the biggest and the smallest, all at the same time. This is the acintya-
çakti of the absolute Divine.

Çréla Prabhupäda, as a perfect representative of the Supreme Lord Kåñëa, you reconcile all these 
diversities perfectly. You were in your late sixties when you started the movement yet had the vitality 
and youthful energy of a twenty-year-old. You were strict in preaching the siddhänta yet very tolerant 
of the shortcomings of others. You were conservative in preserving and presenting the message of the 
previous äcäryas yet liberal in its application. Even though a traditional Bengali from Calcutta, you were 
comfortable mixing and interacting with the Western youth. Understanding the broad nature of your 
divine personality is one of the keys to understanding and appreciating differences that we see in our com-
munity members. Just as white light in contact with a prism breaks into many different colors, similarly 
your personality is refracted in many colors in your different followers, each color equally beautiful and 
pleasing to Kåñëa. To love you completely means to love all these attributes of yours refracted in your 
dedicated followers. True unity thus means to accept every unique flower growing in your transcendental 
garden, string a beautiful multicolored garland, and offer it at your lotus feet.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON of Washington, D.C., Potomac, Maryland, USA.

(written by Vidarbha-suta Devé Däsé)
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Yogyakarta 
 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Çré Guru and Çré Gauräìga!
Çréla Prabhupäda, we would like to thank you again and again for your causeless mercy upon us. 

You provided us with such a vast ocean of transcendental knowledge of Kåñëa consciousness in your 
books. Your books are a matchless gift, especially for us here in Yogyakarta, a city well known all over 
Indonesia for its religious tolerance. More and more people from various religious backgrounds come 
to our äçrama to learn of the philosophy and practice of Kåñëa consciousness. Again, your books are a 
priceless source of knowledge that we can share with those who are interested in the saìkértana move-
ment of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu and the Vedic philosophy in general.

Çréla Prabhupäda, our humble request is that you please kindly be more merciful to us so that we can 
always get the chance to spread the holy name of Kåñëa among the educated people here in Yogyakarta. 
Please give us strength so that we may be able to maintain our devotional service to our beloved Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Çyämasundara despite our limitations in many ways. Being fulltime students and following a 
good daily sädhana at the same time is a challenge that is not always easy for us to meet. Your lotus feet 
are the only shelter for us. Çréla Prabhupäda, may your glories spread all over the three worlds.

Your servants at Näräyaëa Småti Äçrama, ISKCON Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

(written by Sürya Locana Däsa)


